
CONVENTION ON THE MARKING 0F PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES
FOR THE PURPOSE 0F DETECTION, SIGNED AT MONTREAL,

ON 1 MARCH 1991 (MONTREAL CONVENTION 1991)

THE STATES PARTIES TO THIS CONVENTION,
CONSCIQUS of the implications of acts of terrorism for interna-

tional security;
EXPRESSINO deep concern regarding terrorist acts aimed at

destruction of aircraft, other means of transportation and other targets;
CONCERNED that plastic explosives have been used for such

terrorist acts;
CONSIDERING that the marking of such explosives for the purpose

of detection would contribute significantly to the prevention of such
unlawful acts;

RECOGNIZING that for the purpose of detering such unlawful acts
there is an urgent need for an international instrument obliging States to
adopt appropriate measures to ensure that plastic explosives are duly
marked;

CONSIDERING United Nations Security Council Resolution 635 of
14 June 1989, and United Nations General Assembly Resolution 44/29 of
4 December 1989 urging the International Civil Aviation Organization to
intensify its work on devising an international regime for the markmng of
plastic or sheet explosives for the purpose of detection;

BEARING IN MIND Resolution A27-8 adopted unanimously by the
27th Session of the Assembly of the International Civil Aviation
Organization which endorsed with the highest and overriding priority the
preparation of a new international instrument regarding the mnarking of
plastic or sheet explosives for detection;

NOTING with satisfaction the rote played by the Council of the
International Civil Aviation Organization in the preparation of.the
Convention as well as its willingness to assume fumctions related to its
implementation;

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

Article I

For the purposes of this Convention:
1. "Explosives" mean explosive products, commonly known as

"plastic explosives", including explosives in flexible or elastic sheet formn,
as described in the Technical Annex to this Convention.

2. "Detection agent" means a substance as described in the
Technical Annex to this Convention which is introduced into an explosive
to render it detectable.

3. "Marking" means introducing into an explosive a detection agent


