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(Mp, Field, United States)

wn no issu: have [ spent more time quring tnis year and tne precsding Twv
than on the vital and urgent task of banninZ forever chemical weapons.

Over these three years, under the able leadership of Ambassadors Sujka,
MacPhail and Exéus, a certain arount of progress has been made in d2fining the
{ssues and .possibl2 approaches %to them and producing a clear record of the areas
of agreement and disagreement. This year, Anbassador Ek3us has led the work
into an important new phasz, that of preliminary drafting of provisions for a
future convention. My delezation velcowss and strongly supports this development .

I regret that. the work on the chsmical weapons conventisn has not mads the
progress that mariy of us had expacted. ~ The United States has invested a great deal
of effort over the past two vears =- the detailed views presented in .earky 1983,
the verification workshop held in Tooels, Utah, in late 1983, and culminatingz in
the draft convention tablad by Vico-President Bush in horil 1984 -- and we had
high hopes that these efforts would stimulat: progress, but, unfortunately,
such has not peen the case. This is certainliy no reflaction on the Chairmen
of the Ad Hoc Committee on Cheaical 'leapons and its working groups. They have
laboured long and hard. My dalegation is haopy and proud to have peen associated

with them in this effort.
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tr. WEGENER (Federal Republic of Germeny)

On 19 July, I tried to evaluate the progress in our negotiationa‘on.a lzan on
chemical weapons and arrived af a moderately positive agsessment. Indced, the ;
report of +he Conference's Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weagons, as.now succesaﬁﬂrlf :
agreed and about to te formally adopted, provider the negotiaters with a sosin,
comprehensive reference document, largely in treety language, that constitutes an
unpreceden<ed qualitative improvement. For the first time, the final_annual work
product of our negotiating. process is fully structured— sub=divided 1n ?reambular
waphs and articles of *he future conveniione gnd._cg-nta;’.ns,_',whe;e_v_é_;ijig;,enc.es,
still subsis®, juxtaposed versions of various articles ip__f:q:mu}_a_ted_}_le‘,ga_.l: language.

Thaet document will become a precious tool in our preparations for the next an

round. ALl delegations should seize the pecessity at this j\.mcf-:ure to put a;ide
parochial perspectives of their own, even whe—e it means deviating from working
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