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His Safeguar d.
SO.ME yea-s ago two boys, brothers, named
Lockyer, establishied tlîernselves in a
singular b)usiness lii Lake Couiity, Cali-
fornia; and anl adventuré befeil one of

thera in connection with it, whiclî is of so odd a
character as to be worth notice froin a natu-
ralist's point of view, it froin noue other.

At the time of which I write, the Lockyer
boys were under twenty years of ag-e, Henry
boing the eider and Eatstiiiani t lie younger of tlho
two. Like inost youling Westerners, both. werc
keeilly alive to alîy chance for înaking înoîîey
ami getting a start lu thie world ; but not hiaviing
good Prospects at home they hiad Started to go
to Mendocitie Counity for tlie pur-pose of work--
inig lu a steai saw-myill, situated on a smil
river flowing down frin the miountains to tlie
Pacifie. Tle exat d(istanice which they had to
go is net knowuVl to the writer, but it wvas Coni-
sîderable, throu.gh a mouimtainous tract of
coliutry, for the mnost paît uninhabited ; and
oitlher whule going or returning, they passed
through a very rocky valley, with a highi range
of peaiks on either biaud.

Buit it was inot the geologie feattres of the
vallev which, arrested the attention of the
young, explorers, but a reptiliani feature, ro-
markable for its rarity on this coast, in the
sha)O of a sqiiiniissiîg nmass of ra ide-
snakes. There wvereI scores o-1f tein, ail coiling
over each other, uiponl a single ledge slope on1
the creek baill.

It certainiy required anl acuto business eye to
sec ithîngiiii ploasant or profitable iii that uni-
sigb tly and repuilsivenmass of veiioinous h fe, biit
IEastîiiîau Lockyer suirveycLl it-%'îthi suîeh an eyv,
having inluiniind a, fact-tliat within a fewinontis
lie bcd learnied and stored awvay in bis nicmnory.
Tho, fact Nvas this: he hiad once seeni ail ounce
of rattlesiiake oul soli iin a San Francisco slinp
for a dollair-a higli price-by a dirug.gist, bY
whora kt is sohid as a s tpposed remnedy for dea 1'-
ness andi rheumulatîslii.

To blis hoyish initelligenIlcei die large prico
seolied eulorîuous, coînipalc 4 wif tlite sînail
ainouint of oil, and this Nva a stflcient indutce-
mlent, for be hid been toid1 by t]îo dealer frei
Sali Francisco tiîat hoe wold( bo glad to buy al
that anyhe(ly wottld fetchi Iiim at seventy cents
per ouîîce, Froina rattlesnako's
stalîdpoinit, kt vas anl cr11 day
w'iîen tlîat fai.et ered the con-
sciouistess of Ibastiimmw Loc.k-er-.

\Ve bave striick it !" cx- I
cla iined ]lis brother, as bis eye .
wvandolre1 speculla tively over

thew'mn'inog lierdi. - ThrŽ'
oi th ie gallon thi.re! ,\nd
a"I tlue ouLfit we neced is somne
tin cails to puit it ill." __

Tie ,y prospected the villey
suliicicntly to ascet tadi that a
great nîlauy sulakes brcd and
hiberniated thiere. Tiiein, with
that unhesitatin- 'aith and en- -

thusiasin in a iiexvîdea which is
chiaateristic of -vouiig Anier-
catis of the Western type, tiîoy
hurried te the nearest stage
route, wliere they first coin-
municatcd with die Sant Fran-
cisco dealer, anîd tiien.i secretly
fitted eut for a raid on the

Their mcthod of operating
was te steal n pon a Snake, and '

wvith a forked stick, pin the
reptile te the ground tili its
head, or at least that part of

the jaw containing the poisonous fangs, could
be severcd with the hiatchet. The reptile was
thon carried into camp, skzinnied, and hutng up
by a string- to a horizontal pole resting in two
crotchecl stakes. The warin May sun soon.
"tried " the carcass thus exposed; and to catch.

the oil as it dripped, a tin trough was set
underneath.

The resuit of these two weeks' operationo in
May wvas fifteen quarts of oil, with which- a
ton-quart cani in each ]iand-flenry Lockyer
walked to the nearest stage station. Not long
afttr thîs the boys parchasedl a mule and pack-
saddlo, for transporting their stock in trade
and provisions. A quart of oil at the rate they
thien received xvas worth nearly, or quite, six-
teen dollars.

la July and August, too, during the so-called dog-days, the suakes werc rnul abroad,
and beiîig bliiîd at this season, f romn slouging
off their skins (incliidinig that, or the eye), they
werc£ spitefutl and venomnous. Protecteri, how-
ever, by very thick. boots, with tops reaching
above tho knces, the hunters stood in no great
fear of their fangs, thoughi they had several
unpilleasau itly narro-w escapes.

B3ut later in the fali tlîey wvere able to find
but fow snakes, for the reptiles rexnained in
thoir coverets. Eastman nio% hiac recourse to
a stratageni to eall thiem froin amnong the rocks,
his device, beiiig -vhat lie callcd a ''rattle-stickz,"
consisting of the ratties of several huge siiakes
s0 flŽxed, or strung, on a bended stick that by
sprîniging the bow of the stick in bis hand, the
ratties would give forth that peculiar sound
characteristic of the snake's tail ýjen alive.

iProvide<l with this novel counterfeit and his
stick for pinning down the snakes, the young
hutnter wotild go cautiously about the moraines,
tili arriving at what lie dleemied a favorable
place, lie woiild begin " rattling," often' -with
the resuit of lurin<ga hona lide ''rattier" to
crawl forthI and raise his head for a look arouind.
A good inany -were thus secured, ani con-
tributcd thieir'fatt to fill the insatiable cans of
thecir enlemlies.

It -,vas Nvhile out eue day iii Septemnber,
wvith bis " r.tttle-stickz," that the adventure
])revivusly mon 'tioned befeil the young mnan.
Hie w'as adone, Henry lhaving stai-ted for the
sittlempuit that morning ; E:,stmnan had gone
out to discover miew ' siiakeries."' He reaclied
the suiiumiit ot a range of Mils shortly hefore
noon, and proceetled along the crest of the
ridge to tho northnvard for a mile or more.
rFJwni hie depscended on the m~est sie to a littie
pond whichi ho saw, throuigl thie trees, a
tlîow.sand feet or more below tl e suinit crags,
on the -west side. The pond proved to 1)0 a
ii-ost deliglitful lit tie pool of cool water, Iying
on lieds of pcbbles. andi yellowv gravel, fed, by
clear muountaut. sprmigs.

Tired and rather bot from bis long tramp,
the young iman lay down on a rock and drank
of tho cool water, then af ter resting awhile, ate
bis lunch and started to waik around the pond.

Abouit half-way around it he came to, a rick
of redwvood trunks, where three or four trees of
large size ]lad fallen partly into the water.
Tog-ether these formed a barricade, seven or
eight feet higli. Jumlping on the loivermost of
the trunks, otur explrer Nvas abolit to vault
upon the topmiost op, wvhen, attracted by a
sudIden stir in the brusi on the other side. lie
glanced down and saNv a large, fierce-looking
creature in the very aot of springing at him.

IL wvas a red panther, or "Caýlifornia lion,"
of the largest sîze, the first of its species that
yotitig Lockyer lîad ever scen. Çonfronted se,
suddenly by ait animal of such ferocieus aspect,
lie leaped backward off the legs and, stumbling,
1 )artly folf. At the saine instant the panther
juiped ulpon the logs, and with a grow%%l
crouclicd to spring upon in, before lie had
tinmo evea to regain his feet.

lu bis frantic scrambie, Eastman instinctivoly
raised his stick, and in se doing, by chance,
"4rattle(l" it He says that the animal jumped
just as the rattling noise wvas nmade, but that it
sexed to '' squirmn round in the air" and lancled
to, one side of Iîiî; and that on touching the
groiind, it 'bounded off for several yards and
tliere crouched with its round yellow eyes fixcd
upon. imi, growling and swvitching its tait.

Alarmeul as lie wvas, t.he young man. had sense
to realize that it was the sound of the snakes'
rattles that hiad deterred thme animal front
pounicing uapon him. lie rattled agaili; and at,
every sound of the ratties, hoe asserts that the
panthier would qniver as if greatly excited,
making a kind of whinin'g noise. Evidently
the dread iiîspired bY the rattlesnake's note of
wvariiing had its respeuisive chord in the in-
stinct of the creature.

Lockyer noiv be-tu. eceeping away, back-
wards. rattliiîg as lhe moved, and the boust
shiowing no disposition to follow hlm, hoe was
able to get avav and mnake good )lis escape.

Atter the returni of his brother Henîry, two
days later they wvent over to tho pond together,
takzing a rifle belonging to the latter, and on
approachin g the reffi'ood rick, discovered the
saine panther, as E astian thinks, lying on
one of the logs.

Hlenry fired c and shot it; and feeling sonie
cuirios,ýty as te the reason of the animal's re-
maining so, long in the saine locality, they now
exainenéd the rick to ascertain wliiether there
was a den or [air, about it. No den, was dis-
covereti, but they at length. came uipon. a, littie
wý,e paîît]î,r euh hid aw'ay i somebruish. The
tiny creature spil;, growled and snapped its
teeti, def(yiig ail prudl(ent atteînptsto secuxe it,
-tili knockedon the head.
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