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and recreation, indicating the natural bent of the inhabi-
tants of Wurzburg. But among these IlVereins " is a large
number of the IlWohltbatig " nature, and, therefore, the
poor and sick are carefully looked after. The work of the
civic authorities in an officiai way is conse quently miuch
reduced in this direction.

With 3,200 men-artillery and infantry-quartered in
the two immense garrisons here the lover of arbitration as the
means of settling ail international disputes is forcib]y
reminded that bis wisbes remain as yet ungratified. The
boom of cannon heard one night recently was explained in
the following morning's paper by the fact that the artillery
regiment had been resisting an imaginary attack by an
riaginary foe, wbicb was advancing on the quiet city. The
magnificent bands of these two regiments furnish delectable
music weekly the year through in the Imperial Gardens.
These free, open-air Sunday concerts are invariably well
patronized and enjoyed by the residents.

The most imposing spectacle that lias been witnlessed
here during the last twenty years-according to a local
journal-was a mnilitary funerai on a recent date of a late
army general. The battalions of infantry and artillery
extended a distance of nearly three-quarters of a mile in
front of the hearse on which rested the dead general s
sword and heimet. The brass-mounted belniets of the
infanitry seen from a slightly elevated position looked like a
sea, of gold, and the presence of many officers from various
parts of tbe realm added to the gorgeousness of the
spectacle.

There can be no doubt, however, that the very rapid
increase in the ranks of the Socialists in Germany can be
attributed in part to the military system of the country.
Already there are forty.six representatives of Socialismi in
the Riechstag. It is wbile serving bis two years that the
young man becomes îmbued with socialistie ideas from com-
rades of longer residence in garrison, whio aiso received
theirs fromn predecessors, and returns to the village or farm,
or city work-bench, to further sow the seed of this new
plant of aiready iuxurious and widespread growth.

Perhaps to this also as much as any other source can
be attrihuted the seemingiv inexcusably large amount of
woman labour. With so many able bodied men withdrawn
fromn work we are no longer surprised but stili disgusted to
see women sawing and splitting wood on the s;treets, carry-
ing brick and mortar, empioyed on corporation work in
building and in cleaning the streets, in drawing and shoving
carts and small wagons heaviiy loaded, and, in some cases,
pulling a vehicle alongside of and with the assistance of a
dog. In other capacities -menial but less disguting-the
duties are discharged de bonne grace, and as a inatter of
course; but in the above mention ed, and where women
carry sucb monstrous burdens on their backs, the step is
not 50 blithe nor does the face always look so fresh and
cheerful, but a tired and weary look and gait, and more or
less disfigu remient of body, is aIl too patent to the niost
casual observer.

An ancient and peculiar but quite rational custom with
regard to burial still obtains here to a considerable extent.
It is peculiar to this district, I believe. 1 shahl endeavor to,
describe it under the circumstances in whicb I first witnessed
it. It was a few Sundays after arriving here. A few fig-
ures in white were to be seen coming down tbe street: a
little nearer and the two in front are seen to be bearing
alof t a large black wooden cross with crape attacbed and
floating in the breeze; still nearer and priests in officiai robes
are seen following, and these accompanied by incense bearers.
Tbe other haîf of the smali processioti is clothed in black,
and the whole, followed by the bearse, is slowly wending its
way toward tbe IlFriedhof," for it is a funeral procession.
Curiosity is aroused, an 1 so at a respectful distance we follow.
A soldier is burriedly making bis way to tbe barracks,but bie
slackens bis pace, gi\'es bis salute, and remains witb hand
upraised to bis forehead till the last of the pr&essîon lias
slowly passed. A professor and a business man are return
ing from a walk, but the bat is respectfuliy removed on
meeting the sorrowing band and flot again donned tili the
carniage containing the dead bas passed. Little chuldren
stop and view tbe procession with sympatbetic gaze and
uncovered head, and though the day is cold, the sire with
the white and scanty locks bares himself whiie the mournful
company passes. Tbe entrance to the wailed Ilcity of the
dead " is passed and tbe hearse stops in front of a cottage-
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sbaped building with broad covered terrace in front. The
coffin is removed and placed as a dividing line on the terraO
between the officiating priests and the mourners and friends,
Tbe short service termninates with a thrice.repeated Il Vater
Unser,' and then the priests and mourners retire. After
taking tbe coffin inside this building it is placed against the
wall, the lid removed, the biead raised, and the wbole sur,
rounded by plants and fiowers. The bands of the deceaSed
prex iously tied together, are connected to a string 8uspend8e'
f romn an aperture in the ceiiing, and the attendants move
away to leave this new guest witb the others aiready ari""Id
The sigbt, tbough weird, is beautifuil.stigoth

But what means the attachment of the strnauthe
bauds ? Reading about some of the customns of ~uhr
Germany many years ago brought the solution tO ni inlY
at once. Tt is bardly necessary to give the explanatiofi that
this piece of twine communicates witb another part of the
building where an attendant is always on hand ;and ehbde
the coffin and its occupant reinain during the few scedn
days, if by any possibility the spark of life stili burn' thee
awfulihorror, the burial of the livin g may be avoided.

A reference to eue more custom regarding which You~
will expect sometbing in these lines-that is, the beer and
wine drink ing of the people bere. 1 had beard quite fre-
quently about this before coniinz bere, and also the stateineflt
that tbere is no sucbi thîng as drunkenness in the countries
wbere beer and ligbt wines are the cbeapest and miost pICDl
tiful, 'and their sale and use the least restricted. MY Obser-
vations are limiited to titis city and its vicinity, and to the
winter residence, and to that extent I can vouch foi' the
falsity of the report. The ligbt wines produced and olpd

in scb large quantities throughout this section, it would
apparproucethe samne state of mind in very maflYninstances which the Rlabbi Ben Israel, of "lGolden Legn

fame, expenienced.
The wine it so elateth mne
That 1 no0 différence can see
Between 'Accursed Hiaman be
And ' Blessed be Mordecai.5 Ilwn P

This would read (luite as true witb "lbeer " as witb h iIe
Even thougb the percentage of alcohol is much îower tha'
in the product of American breweries the excessix'elY large
increase in the quantity consumed here produces resUîlt
which give the lie to the above-mention*ed and widely credit'
ed stateinent. I bave before me the latest statistics81 y
the beer consumption for the various portions of GerfllanY
While Prussia consumed 92 liters per head for the twelve
montbs this State shows the average of 222 liters per bead
for each mnan, woman and child (a liter is a little more than
a quart). On the face of it titis means e.k'cess for a largO
percentage of tbe population; and plenty of example.s .Of j
are to be seen bere.

A festival held some time ago in Munich was atteiid"
by 800 guests, andl durîng tîje evening some 600 galIO"',5
beer passed down their throats. Every restaurant supples
the liquid, and at nearly ail German concerts beer figures as
a sine qua non in order to Il wash the music ifltO on
soul." Even at the rendering of Handei's <~esare
recentiy in Leipzig, bundreds of large beer-giasses (theYar
ail large here !) were emptied in the corridors of the Il" y
stallpalast " during the ten minute intermission. _Enquiries
nîadà here amongst several of the Englisb and AlfleriîcaO
students of longer residence and wider travel thafi the
writer as to the truth of the statement that there is little o
no drunkenness here elicits tbe unanimous verdict that it 15

a delusion and a snare. From several Wurzburgers o
standing whose opinions were desired, tbe response came t

the effect that the Il Wirtbscbaften " are more of a cut'e to
the cutythan a blessing. These places are filled nightlY
by the middle and poorer classes, and as a mile are 1 sent
nished, low-ceilinged, none-too-bealtby places andPr
scarcely one redeeming feature. te

The beer gardens in summer present, on tbeher
hand, mucb to attract and less to repel. It is frona tbes6

latter, i imagine, that traveliers bave formed their iffP '
sions regarding the drinking customs of this section. Th1e
ac'itation which bas started in some quarters, towards aC d t bebetterment of tbe existing order of things, will, no dOUb
seen some day in practicai results. Much to be regt'e
however, would be the day that Toronto sbould see such ail
innovation. W. H. HYOR

Würzburg, Gerinany.


