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T HREInuririalExhibtion vhich :8 uOW Openl in gtl:1l

before it in tbe extent and completenes8 of the exhibits
madc in the various departments. Great credit is due ta
the indefatigable President and ather managers te whose
well-directed andi untiring efforts, the success of thiS anima]
exhibition is 80 largely due. [t would net bu easy to
over-estimate the Value for educational as Weil as Cojumer-
cial purposes of this periodical bringing together of the
best that the. country produces ini its variaus Iiies of art
and industry, for purposes of study and coxnpariscn. No.
one Who is engaged in any kinti of productive industry
can fail, if he posstsses an open mind and ait observant
eYe, to gain maxsy profitable hints fronu the' study of what
otherB are doing, perbaps doing very much better or more
cheaply, in the samne spbere. The student of natural
historY Will find in sanie of the departulent8, as, for
instance, in that set apart for flsht's, a rare opportunity
for viewing such a variety of living 8pecimnxs as is not
Often brougbt, tagether wîthin thet reachi of a Canadian
8tudent. The saine renîark, with modifications, will hold j
true Of alnsost every thoughtful visitor, no matter in what
8pecial uine of science or of productive industry bis
aptitudes may lie. There can be no doubt that such i
exhibitions5 hav, donc and are doing very much in tho way
Of 8tirfulating enterprise andi giving fresh impultde to
ingnuM and effort in almost every departrnont of human
activity,

45jJ fact that existing (Canadian) difficulties arc dis-
wcusse-d freely, geiierally, interestedly and intelli.

gently, with a view to their solution, is no proof of threat-
encd diBintegration, but is radier au indication of healthy
ife and vigaur."J These words of a correspondent in Our
îa8t issue are flot only truc'.ut susceptible of a witier
application than the writer probably intended. That two
Canadian8, separateti by so va8t a stretch of Canadian
territory as that which unites Halifax and Edmonton,
should, meet in, the coluinns of the same journal to discusS
CanadÎ&n affirB i.3, in itself, a suggestive andi hopeful t
incident. T4,e affaira of a country of stich magnificent(
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proportions are surely worth seriaus consideration. That wc not go furtber anti say that eveey such effort bus thua
there is much ini the pre' Cnt situation that calis for free, far but resulted in înakiîîg the impracticability of the
full, earnest, dispassionate discussion wîll, wo think, bce dream more apparent'? We have dralt with it hefore and
generalhy admitted. \Ve know not what "lTruc Cana- neeti not repeat our ar guments. Suffice iLtae ay that ont
dian," who takes up the cudgels so vigorously against the of iLs prime, indispensable conditions, the setting up of a
idea of Canadian Inîlependeuice, in last issue, inay tbink, power or tribunal of some sort superior in autbority to thes
but wc have yeîto finti the mnan of intelligence andi fore- British Parliament, is such a condition that iLs more state-
sight wbo believes iL possible for Canada to retain its pre- ni-nt is equivalent, for evêry one who recal the bistory,
sent status for any considerable length of tume. That traditions, and present pres1iqe of the British Parliament,
radical change of some hind is inevitable in the near to a redudjio ad ab8îtrdieem. What, thon, remains'l Inde-
future is, unhess we greathy misread the indications, the pendence or---nothing. The gist of the arguments so
flxed impression of the great rnajority of Canadian tbink- forcibly urged against Independenco may ho given in three
ers. It is net strange that titis shouhd ho so, anti that it words, weakuîess, poverty, ingratitude. Independent
should give risc to a growing unrest. The Colonial rela- Canada would, unquestionably, ho weak in comparison
tion, as a first stage in the process of national dcvelop- with hier mighty neiglibour. What thon 1 lRas uno nation,
nient, i8 natural anti beîîeficent, As a permnanent condi- in tijis age of civiization anti Christianity, any right to
tion for five or six millions of people, having both gonius exist but that measureti hy its military and naval strength 1
andi training for self-government, andi possessing a country Are there no free ant i ndependent weak nations, tiwelling
covcring half a continent, it would be unnatural and ini peace and safety beside stronger anes, in Christendom 1
humliating. England herself would despise bier degene- Diti ittle Switzerland go ta the wall wben bier autonomy
rate sons if tbey were content to chcrisb no bighcr ambi- was threateneti the other day by bier great neighhaur 1
tion. We sec no îeason ta doubt that in the minfis of Pushedti tis logical conclusion the argument from weak-
mnany of the foremost Britiblh statesmen of past and pre- ness would leave room for but one nation in the world, as
sent tinies, ultimata independence is regardeti a8 the only there can ho but one absolutely thse strangest. Andi un
legitimate goal of each of the great colonies, now in the with the argument from comparative poverty. Lt is urfor.
higher stages of national developmoîît. To the mnore tunate, though perbaps, unavoidable, that Canada is se
broad-minded and thcuglitful the trans4ition ta complote deeply in debt, but that makes aIl the atronger reason why
self-government seems3 as natural anti necessary, and as she sbould do ail in hier power ta attract capital anti popu-
little to bie deprccated, as the' acceptance of the duties anti lation for the development afilber great resources. Tha
responsihilities of manlîod by the. son after hie bas idea, that nothing coulti be donc witbous an immense army
attaineti bis nîajority îînder the parental roof. anti navy and a large anti castly diplomatic service in an

- - -- Olti Worlti idea. WVe sce no reason why the New should
F argument were needed to show that the Colonial rela- nlot introduce a new anti botter order of thinga. Suppose,

ion, as now existing between Canada anti Great Bni- for instance, Canada's first act, as an independent nation,
tain, cantiot bu. permaritilt, iL would scarccly ho necessary shouiti be ta enter into a tî-eaty witb tho Unitedi States,
ta do more than point te what takes place w ien one of provitiing that every dispute then existing, or afterwards
those disputes whicb Il"Truc Canadian I regards as inovit- arising, shoulti ho settleti hy arbitration in a manner
able betweeîî îwa countriew in sucli proximity asi Canada definitely outliniet anti fixeti. We have na great admira-
andthIe LUnited States, arises. What could ieh more' vexa- ion for thse character ant imethotis ai the proiessional
tiaus andi, may we not atit, incffoctive, than the present politicians acrosa thse border, but we have sufficient faith
roundabout nuethoti1 Canada, bowever -aggrieved, per- ini the goati sense anti Christian integrity af the people and
haps by the mere excess of geai of sanie Unitedi States the honest inientiiness tbey wauld have for a kindreti
subordinate Official, caîînot go direct tae ashingyton for American nation, te heieve that they would promptly
frank anti manly discussion. Il t is no niatter," as LIse enter into such an arrangement, And thon wbat further
American journal8 just 110w are teling us witb more neeti of costly armaments I
truth than courtesy, Ilwbat Canada thinks."' The ruman-
strance intendeti for the Washington administration bas
ta bie forwartied ta London, there 1,D perbaps, tealho pigeon- WORD as te the argument from sentiment. Lot us
holed for an indeinite periodte t await the leibure of À not lho misunderetaod. We are not, asa44True
Imperial xtatesînen, whoso bandes arc more than full of Canadian " seems te imagine, urging accession, rebellian,
matters af pressinîg iliterest nearer home, andi who, at or any other horrible crime againat the Mother Country.
beat, cannot hoe expectedtet give the ime anti attention We yield net even ta aur fervid correspondent in our
necessary toa V.tfasteî'y of the case, in its implications anti loyalty tae(Great Britain, anti aur admiration ai ail that is
tietails. If they shauhd lbe at tLimes disposedt o be saine- grand anti noble in ber history anti literature, anti in the
wbat impatient Of the importunate colony, wlîicb seenis character af ber people. Wo appreciate, tao, the wi8,e
8o prono Lu geL thoin into trouble with the great nation magnaniunity whicb bas characterizoti ber colonial palicy,
withi which tbey bave LIse strongest resons, financial anti thougb aur historical recollections flutL supply us witb
politi-,al, for wishing ta roînain at peace, who coulti blauie an instance inich ber gallant sons have stooti betwaen
them' Anti then, what are the final retiuht8'lLot the us anti a destruction that waa nat threatenet usaon lber
Atlantic Coast Fiblîcnies dispute, stihi unsettîcti alLer long account, net aur own. Nor, tbough we cheerfully andi
ycars of iiplamatic correspondence ; let the outrages pier- rtflyakoed htfroucoisdfedon
petrateti year afLer ycar, with the utmost sang froid, anti our liberty ta think, ta vote, ta spe,,ai, ta act-we are În a
witb perfect impunity, upan Canadian seahers in the North real sense intiebtodte tohIe exaniple anti assistance of
Pacifie, answer.' Coulti Canadian nmanagement of the Bitain, are we able ta recahl an instance in wbicb a con-
businessit, however unequal she migbt ho in point aI cession in thse direction af political freetiom anti self-

strngt, bve ed a wrscresits Wearenatblaing goverfiment bas been granteti us save at aur own urgent
Englarit. \Vc are siniply binting at facts whicb illustrated ni fnt lotutircmuso.Btlttath prsn akn fte Colna eain nisoph ass. Our sin is that we deem iL wise for Canadians tath iseen î-pd eoing oitoloiablelaBtionanod shotpur look forwarti as well as backward ; anti that it may lho,
sue tIse subject, for we do not believe LIat even IlTruc ptssianydatIse reutnof a trume Candino aholoal.Cunadian," hvn very caref ully studieti the future tiestiny .aCnd. W ren at oeet i abbekaf Canada, wl ananta o irL otnemc ing witb the historic pat. But realizing that the day iii

lonerab wClI nia iathatposifor berabcnte nîch drawing near, in the course af events over which wo have
loner s aCabny s cthe posibe o deirale.na contrai, when a new departure will be inevitable;
AssU~INGroalizing, to, that as an outcome bath af sentiment andiA 8SU INGthon, that radical change must camte, what ai lack of diplomatie anti commercial liberty, Canadian

shaîl iL bel Il"Truc Canadian"I does flot tell ius. pre8lige is lowered, anti Canadian progress retardeti by the
Annexation is out of the question. On that, ail, with disahilities inseparable irons a relation ai dependenoy,
insignificant exceptions, secen agreeti. Imperial Fetiera. wc urge that, whien the day ai necessary choice i. fully
tioei as a grand idea bas many attractions, but, every effort comae-wibether in ive years or in twenty-five-.-Canadianîà
te bring iL down fram the clouds, anti witbin the limite af shoult ieh preparedtet take the anly course consistent with
tiefinite anti practical conceptions, bas se far faileti. May thair own self-respect, anti the brave traditions ai their


