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' ' a proof both of zeal and of pru-
DlON AND TH E Sl BY LS dence, on Claudius’s part, in the
. , service of his master, to endeavor »
to enlist your assistance? And
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headache ; and when 1 wanted to|filled with a new anxiety by ex-
go and tend her, Crispina hindered | pressing his conviction that Tiberi-
me, saying she had lain down and|us Caesar would forthwith destroy

was trying to sleep.”
“What about the lover ?" inquir-

ed Paulus—‘‘the slave Claudius ?”;
“He has gone away all of a sud-

den, though his holiday has not ex-
pired. I really suspect that Be-
nigna and he must have had a
quarrel, and that this is why ke
has left the place, and why Benigna
is so ill.” :
The clepsvdra, or water-clock, on
the floor in a corner, showed that
it was now jpast the time when
their evening repast was usually
prepared. They were wondering at

the delay, when Crispus, first
knocking at the door which led
from the passage, entered. He

seemed alarmed. They put various
questions to him which the citcum-
stances rendered natural, showing
him the paper that had been drop-
ped on the landing. He said that
he thought he could make a pretty
good surmise about that matter
but inasmuch as Benigna, who had
been crying out her little heart,
was much hetter, and had declared
she would come herself when they
had supped, and tell them every
thing, he would prefer to leave the
recital to her, if thev would permit
him.

Meantime he confirmed the news
that the emperor had arrived at

the neighboring town, that the fes-!

tivities had begun at the Mamur-
rafi palace, and that in a day or

two the public part of the enter-:

tainments, the shows and battles
of the circus, which would last for
several successive mornings and
evenings, would be opened. He said
it was usual to publish a sort of
promissory plan of these entertain-
ments ; and he expected to receive,
through the kindness of a friend at
court, (a slave,) some copies of the
document early next morning, when
ke would hasten to place it in their
hands. While thus speaking to
them with an air of aflected cheer-
fulness, he laid the table for sup-
per. Actuated by g curiosity in
which a good deal of uneasiness
was mingled, since he would not
himself tell them alt they desired
to know, they requested him to go
and send Benigna as soon as pos-
sil:yle; and when at last he retired
thh this injunction, they took
their supper in unbroken silence.

Beniigna came. The secret was
t.iisclosed, and it turned slow-grow-
ng apprehension into present and
serious alarm,

“What ! Claudius 5 spy ! The
spy of Tiberius set as a sort of se-

cret sentry over us! Who would
have thought it ?”
Benigna, turning very red and

very pale ‘hy turns, had related
+what she had learnt, and how she
had acted. Little knowing either
the secret ties hetween her mother

and this half-Greek family, or the

interest and affection she had her-
self conceived for them, her lover
had told her that she might help
most materially in a business of
moment intrusted to him by his
master ; adding that, if he gave the
Caesar satisfaction in this, he
should at once obtgin his liberty,
and then they might ye marrieqd.
She answered that he must kpow
how ready she was to farther his
Plans, and bade him explain him.
self, in order that she might learn
how to afford him immediately the
service which he required. But no
sooner had she understood what
were his master’s commands, than
she was filled with consternation.
She informed him that her father
amd mother would submit’'to death
rather than betray the last scions
" of the Aemilian race, and that she
herself would spurn all the orders
of Tiberius before she would hurt a
hair of their heads. She mentioned
with a little sob, that she had fur-
ther informed Claudius that she
never would espouse a man capable
of plotting mischief against them,
Upon this announcement Claudius
had behaved in a way “worthy of
any thing.” He there and then
took an oath to remounce the mis-
sion he had undertaken. He had
neither known its objects nor sus-
pected its villajny. But Benigna,
whose mind he thus relieved, he

'him. However, of this he had now
igone to take his chance,

“Did Claudius,” asked Paulus,
“intend to tell the Caesar that he
| disapproved of the service upon
“which he had been sent, and would
not help to execute it ?"

“No, sir,” said Benigna. “We
were a long time consulting what
he should, what he could say. He
is very timid ; it is his only fault.

He is going to throw all the blame

upon me, and thus he will mention
that I, that he, that we, were go-
ing to be married, and that, in
order the more effectually to watch
the movements of ladies to whom he
bersonally could get no access un-
, der this roof, the bright notion
+had occurred to him to enlist my
, services, so as to remnder it impos-
(sible that these ladies should
 escape him; or that. their move-
ments should remain unknown,
when lo! unfortunately for his
iplan, he finds I love these ladies
too well to Play the spy upon
them ; that I refused, and even
;threatened, if he did not retire
ifrom his sentry-box forthwith, not
only to break off my nuptial en-
gagement with him, but to divulge
{to the family that they were the
objects of espial.” ‘

{ “Which you have done,” said Ag-
lais, “evemwthough he has complied
with your demands.”

Poor 'Benigna smiled. “Yes,"”
said she, “I was ‘bent upon that
the instant I knew ; but what my
dear, unfortunate Claudius had to
say to Tiberius Caesar was the
point. The Caésar is not to be
told every thing. My head is
bursting to think what will hap-
pen.”

Here she broke into a fit of cry-
ing. They all, except Paulus, tried

to comfort her. He had*\started to
his feet when he first W

i
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had sacrificed not only her matri-
monial hopes, but the very safety
of her lover himself, to the claims
of honor and the laws of iriendship,
He was now pacing the width of
the room in long strides with an
abstracted air, from which he
awaked every now and then to
contemplate with 5 thoughtful look
the anguish and terror depicted in

little daughter.

At last he stopped and said to
her:

“Of what are you afraid ?" )

“The anger of that dreadful
man.” .

“What dreadful man ?"

She answered with g2 couple of
sobs:

“The august,
vine beast,”

“‘But neither you nor your lover
have done any thing unlawful, any
th‘lng wrong.”

“That is no security,” said poor
Benigna, shaking her head and
wringing her hands.

“That ought to be a security,”
saill Aglais; adding in a mutter,
“but often is a danger.”

‘It is not even allowed by people
that it opght to be 5 security,” re-
turned the girl.

“Until it is so allowed, and so
practised too, the earth will resem-
ble Tartarus rather than the Ely-
sian Fields,” said Aglais with
emergy, :

Benigna began to cry amid her
Sympathetic gudience, and said:

red-faced, big, di-

“It was so like the Elysian Fi-
fields yesterday, and now it is like
Tar-tartarus | They will kill him.”

‘‘For supper, dp you mean ?”
asked Paulus, laying his powerful,
whité, long-fingered hand upon Be-
nigna's head, while Agatha em-
braced her, ‘‘But then, how will
they cook him? * How ought a
Claudius to be cooked ?”

The young girl looked up wist-
fully through her tears, and said:

“You do not know that awful di-
vine man.” .

“I think I half suspect him,” an-
swered Paulus. ‘‘But the red-faced,
Hig, divine beast, as you call him,
will reward Claudius, #nstead of
being angry with him, and this I
will show you clearly. Was it not

5

nderstood |

the inhocent face of the in.nkeepe-r’s\“l

again, upon finding, contrary to all
likelihood—as Tiberius himself will
admit, and would be the first to
,contend—that you preferred virtue,
and truth, and honor, and good
faith, to your own manifest and
immediate interests, and to sugcess
in love—upon finding this extraor-
dinary and unlikely fact occurring,
was it not clearly the duty of
Claudins to his master to hasten
away at once and tell him the pre-
cise turn which events had taken ?
 Now, what else has been his con-
duct, young damsel ? What, except
exactly all this, has Claudius done?
Will he not, then, be rewarded by
his master, instead of being eaten
for supper ?”’

“Ah noble sir !
with clasped hands, ‘‘what wisdom
jand what beautiful language the
{ gods have given you! This must
be what people call Greek philoso-
phy, expounded with Attic taste.”

*

CHAPTER XIII,

Next morning at breakfast, Pau-
lus announced that he had resolved

ence of Ahe emperor himself,

“How will you get one ?" asked
Aglais ; “‘and if you get one, what
good will it do you ?”

*It will depend upon circumstan-
i ces,’”’ he replied; “for, whether I
fail to get speech of the emperor,
or, succeeding in that, fail to get
| justice from him, process of law re-
| mains equally open, and so does
process of interest. Both means
| are, I suppose, always doubtful,
l'and generally dilatory. I spoil no
i chance by trying a sudden and di-
i rect method of recovering our fam-
“ily rights ; while if I succeed, which
iis just possible, I shall save ga
'world of trouble and suspense.”

¢ After some discussion his mother
| yielded to her son’s impetuous rep-
. resentations, more with the view of
| undeceiving him, and reconciling
'him to other proceedings, than
‘with any hope of 3 good result.

i Paulus had taken his broad-
‘ brimmed. hat, saying that in three

he did not reappear, they were to
conclude that he had found a lodg-
ing at Formiae, and that he was
remaining there for some good rea-
son; when the door was flung
open, and breathless, radiant, hold-
ing an unfolded letter in her hand,
Benigna rushed into the room.

“Read, read,” she cried, ‘‘and
give me joy ! I was unjust to the
~noble prince.”

She handed the letter to Aglais,
who read aloud wha@follows:

‘Formiag.

‘“Aelius Sejanus, the praetorian
prefect, greets Crispus, keeper of
the imn at 100 Milestone. Our
Caesar is so pleased with the slave
Claudius, that he has resolved to
give him his freedom and the sum
of fifty thousand sesterces, upon
which to take a wife and to begin
any calling he may prefer. And un-
derstanding that he is engaged,
whenever he 'becomes a free man,
to marry your daughter Benigma,
and knowing not only that good
news is doubly agreeahle when it
comes {rom the mouth of 5 person
beloved, but that to the person
who loves it is agreeable also to

!
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your daughter, whose qualities and
disposition he admires, should be
the first to tell her intended hus-
Land Clandius of his happy fortune.
Let her, therefore, come to-morrow
to Formiae, where, at the Mamur-
ran palace, Caesar will give her q
message which is to be at once
communicated to the slave Clau-
dius. Farewell.”

“I want to go at once to For-
miae,” cried Benigna. .

“Well, I am even now going,”
said Paulus; "‘and if you intend to

annovance either on the way or at
Formiae, a town which you know
is at present swarming with sol-
diers.”

This offer was, ol course, too
valuable mnot to be cheerfully ac-
cepted.

A few thoments after the fore-
going conversation, Paulus and;Be-
I nigna left the inn of Crispus to-
gether. The roads were full “of
groups of persons of all ranks, in
carriages, on horseback, and on

-
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contiuued on page
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cried Bemigna

to go to Formiae and seek an audi-!

or four héurs he expected to be!
the one fact, that this young girl back again at the inn; but that if

be the bearer of it, he desires that|
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