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But the privates of this small army are of a much better class
than Tomimy Atkins. Ini the ranks you vi1l sonietimies find
the sons of decayed lanclowners (there is a sergeant-baronet
now serving at Dublini), besides several nmen wvho have gra-
cluated at the university. A district inispector miay have to
take his miet to an eviction on Mondax', '.id be cursed and
pelted with ail the wealth of Irish phrascology and Irish mnis-
siles. On Tuesday lie will meet the very saine people, whonî
hoe knowvs individually as wve1l as he knows tlieir landiords,
and thcy iIl greet Ihim wifh smiles and ''vour hionours" and
semn and be perfectly friendly. And it is the saine witlî the
men; thoy are goîîerally on the best of ternis witli the people
whloniîîhey proteet. And ail factions combine to hionour the
constabulary, and look to them for protection [rom other faic-
tions, becauise thiey know they are absolutely non-political
and non-sectarian.

At present the foi-ce consists of one inspector-general, one
clputy-inspector, two assistant inspector-enerals, anîd
roughlly speaking-, about i 2,600 persons of other ranks. Tlie
grades are--Counity inispectors, district inspectors, (lst, 211d
andi -rd ctasscs), lîead constables, ser2,eaîîts, 'and constables.
The rates of pay are--Cotitty itispectors, £350 to £,50 per
anîîuil ; district inspectors, ist (maximum), £,3oo per an-
nuîii ; district inspectors, 2nd, ,i So per annum ; district ini-
spectors, 3rcl, £ 1 2 per aîînumn.

In thc lowcr grades the pay varies froui tlat of a hiead-
constable, mlîo rece.vcs £104 o. per annuni, to Iliat of the îîew-
ly.joitîed constable, wlîo receives £,i per annum. As re-
gyards pensions, a service of tlîirty yoars entitles a mian to the
maxinîunîii retiring allowance of tw.%o-tliirds of luis actual sal-
arv ; penisions are also granted to mwidows and orpluan..

iFornîerly, the officers of the force Nvere all noniinated by
tie Clief Secretary for Ireland, after undergoing an examina-
lion conducted by the Civil Service Coiuuîîissiotiers. Now,
thc Inspector-General nominales alternately \viîlu the Clief
Secrolary, andi bestowvs bis patronag,,,e on sons of oficers ini
thec force, and deseeving lead-constables. The examinations
are stili conducted by the Civil Service Comîîissioners, andi
-ire of a very searclin- claracter. Besides ordinary English
routine subjects, a profuciency ini Latin or Frenîch. as well as
the elemeîîts of law is roquired.

The force consists exclusivoly of Irisinueni, tliouglu the
first Inspector-General, Sir Duncan 'Macgregor, lailed [romi
the Land of Cakes. About thiroo-f*otrthis profess tlue Roman
Catlîolic faitli. To enter ils ranks a wvritten applicationu is
sont to the Inspector-Genoral, backed by as nuntestimoîii-
aIs to character and ability as cau be obtained. Thei, sliould
thoese prove sufficient, thue aspirant for thief-catcliiiig fame is
direcced to report hliniself to sorte local doctor for exanmina-
lion. If found nuiedically rit, lis naine is placed on a list of
eligible candcidates kept by the Constabulary Office ini Dub-
liii, and lie inust patienltly bide his tiniie tilI called upon to
conuie and report liimiselfat the cepot.

TMien lis service commiençes. IHe is kept here for about
six nuontlîs learning bhis drill, andc thon is drafted to sortie
.station dowvn the counîr-y whcî-e a vacancy for a policemanu
exists. No greahor transformation cani wvcI be imagined
tlian the change froni thie coutrv rustic, after a couple of
nîonths' drill at the depot, 10 the smiart, clapper policemnit.

The uniforîui of the coîustàibuIary is dark green. flul[nl-
dress, a heltiet siniilar to that wvor hby reginmelts of tie line,
is wvori, vhilst ini umdress a rounud forag.,e cap takes ils place.
The arims used are the short Snider and sword-bayoneî, but
ffor ordinary duty a box-\Nood trunclicot alone is carried. A
certain numnber of thue force arc niiomited, but tliese arc used
nuore as niessengers tliai for any oaller purpose. 'l'lie band
of the Constabulary is certainly one of the bost ini Great
Iritain.

Our enigraving represonts a parade of a detachnient of
the forée iii front of the barracks ini Dublin. Many past
nuemibers of tlhe force are nowv in Canada, and are invariably
found steady andc trustworthy.

The officors of the 53rd Batt., Sheorbrooke, Que., have
roîited a rooni ini the Art Bildingý,, whiclî will serve as a place
of meeting and recreation for inenîbers of the corps ini tho
ovenings. A drill cîass wilI ho fornied for the benefit of ouli-
cers iîuîending to qualify, and also for meni of the I3att. de-
siring to quaîify for promotion.

FOR BRITISH COLUMBIA DEIENCE.
The first-class batîlc-slîip Terniraire, wlîich lias been utider-

going extensive repairs at Devouport, is ho be out of the
dockyard Iands by the 28th February. Th'le Temiraire will
then be despatclued to Esquinunt as sea-going guardslîip,
with the view of strengthiening the squadron on the Pacific
station. This will in nîo way affect the selection of the newv
flagslîip ta relieve the Warspite. The Terniraire lias receivod
newv boilers, wih which she wvill be capable of steanuing 16
kuots.

The Russianis have nowv a powerful vessel stationed inithie
Pacifie, and it is uîîderstood that ini addition to the Teiiiraire
a fiust-class cruiser--eîther thue 1Bake or Royal Arthur--will
bc despatclued to tuat station as flagshiip. 'l'lic Ternii-aire is to
ho conîissioned inu February.

Th'le Terniraire is a twitî screw barbette battlesliip of the ist
chass. Material of hull, iron and wvood ; brig riggoed ; two
nuasts ; built at Chathanm, and latuuclied i 1876 ; dispIacoeit
ii lonis, 8,540 ; lengîh, 280 foot ; breadîhi, 62 foot ; draught,
26 feot c9 inches. Sie is arioured on the boit witlîi iibiches
of steel, on tue batîery and breastwork io itichies. lier two
barbettes are arnuoreci with i1o indcs of steel, and lier cîecks
are protecteci with 11/1 iincles of the sanie miaterial. Her
ai-manient conlsists Of 4 n -inCli 2 ton R. M.L.gn, 4 10-
indu i8-toiu R. M. L. guns, 6 4-indui R. B. L. guins, 8 6-pounder
andi 3-poundor cjuick flhluîg guns, 13 muachine guîus, and' 2
torpedo launcling tubes. Her indicatd l ho rse-poweor is 7i20,
coal capaicity 400 tonls, speed, 16 knots. 'lue 2-bu gnun
fies a i i-indui projectile we'îghing 544 lbs.

'l'le Terniraîre took a proiliet part in the bortbardiiuent
of Alex.indrit in1,82. 'Ihcrc wvas alsoi a Ternirai-e inade
lerself farnons ii t he o vorlc-roiown7ed victorv of Taagr
in wluiclu Uic immiortal Nelson lost lis lifc.

THIE LAST INVASION 0F CANADA.
AlAn Amrican oflicer %vrites :-It is a fact not generally

known îlîat a fewv years ago an arnîcd force of Anuerîcans ini-
vaded thue Britishi possessions. lt occurred iii tic early part
Of 1877, cluritug the pursuit of Sittitng Buh's band of rouie-
gades. A fewv îroops of the Second Cavalry w~ere hot on tlîe
trail of thue Itudians, andîc i ehopeci to catch tinu. \'V had
been waucering about for several weeks, anud did tuot kuow
exactly w'luere wec were. Just about dusk onceovcuing tlie
major inieoniwnaîd, Nvîo was riding aIt te hucacl of the cohunmni,
camne upon one of the irouu posts tîmat muarked the Britislî
bouîudary. 1I nover lucard a mati swear liarder i iiimv ife, for
the trail w~as hot andi lie wvas hopeful of bringintugIe Indians
ho a figlht. Ho calleci the officers arouicl inu andci leld a
cotincil of war. I'oîlu liorses and mnt were Worn out, anîd il
was lwenhy miles to the nearesi vater on our sido of the lino.
Utîder tîhe circunustances hoe lecicicd bt tako the risk andi
camp withu bis comnmand on1 British sol. XVe went about
tIi-ce nmiles mbt British terrihory andc spoui thde uiglît tliore.
Next uiorning, howvever, wve Nverc up early andc slippod back
ho oui- own side of' hue frontder very cquiehly. Forluniateîy 11o
onue saw~ us, and tlue nather w-as not broughL to1 the know-
lecîge of tIhe Catuadian (ioverîînuenl. I have often wonclered
wvlat wouild biave luappetieci if t lie I nciaius ui ai atacked ns on
Briîislî soul, wvlero ve had no kiiid of riglit ho bc.

THIE NA'TIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATIJON 0F
AMNERICA.

The folIowiîg letter, ini SIoo/ine ad Fishi)r,-, chroniches
the deatli of an orgaiuizatiouu tiat luis heeuu of great benefit ho
rifle-shuooting anion- oui- Anucrican nei ighboitrs. It secîîîs re-
umarkably strange thuat so useful iia niîsît uhiotu shuould be
ahlowecl ho pass out of existetnce wvîthi so littho prohest :

Edi/or SIoo/i1ir and Fis!,ing: -- Owiiîg ho thue refusai of
Getieral Wlîitîock ho alow hue usual weekly muatchies ho ho
sliot at Creedmiore, and l Uereby cui ng off oui- only source
of inconue, luis associatiotn lias beetu foi-ced ta chose its offce,
and, ini future, wvilh exist onlv iitanie. 1I warut thban k yau
for your vaIuaîblc Journal, anJd isling you aIl success inl the
future, I remnaiti, JOHN S. SIIEP'IîRD, Sec'y N. R. A.

NEw YORK, Duc. 26.


