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Correspondence

?io the Vditor q!Dfl~o EDCLMSnY

DEAR SIR,- 7 rhe active staff of the Girls' H-ome were obliged
to resign iii a body witlîin the past nmonth, owing tu a disagree-
nient %N ilh the Bo.ard of Management, after repeated efforts on
their part to corne together. he action of tie Board wvas sucli
that no self-respecting miedical praictitioiîer could consent to act
further under prevailing arrangements.

Menibers of tie profess;on -proposing to seek appointnîent on
the Hlome staff would act iii their owvn, and the profession's in-
terest, if they wvoult mall upon mie b,-fore accepting suchi appoint-
nment.

Yours very truly,

D. J. GiBB WISI-TART,

Senior mnember- of the late staff.
Toronto, October, 1902.

Selected Abstracts

8ENILE TABES.

TIabes is most commun between the ages of twenty-five and
forty-five, wri-;tes A. Pitres (Jour. de Med. de Bordeaux, May
18th, 1902), yet 25 per cent. of flic cases observed by the author
occui red after the fiftiethi year. Three cases are reported wliich
began after the seventieth year, the patients having Up to that
timie enjoyed gool h ealth, with the exception of one, in whom
tabetic symptorns followed an attack of influenza. In flue ex-
perience of the wvriter, the symptornat9logy of senile tabes is
l)ractically identical with that observed in earlier life, save that
the onset is gcnerally rapid and flot characterized by a pre-ataxie
stage. Autopsy in two of the cases referred to showed mnarked
atherunua of the periphieral and large spinal arteries, atropiîy of
the posteriur roots and scierosis of the posterior columins being
noted as in ordinary tabes. Frorn these studies it is concluded
that senile tabes is less closely related to syphilis than talles of
carlier life, that it is indirectly attributable to any cause, acute
or chronic, which n:-duces degenerative changes in the arteriai
systern (senilty, alcoholism, infectious diseases), and that it
probably constit'tes a manifestation of spinal arteriosclerosis
rather than an effect of luetic infection of flhc nervous centre.-
Medical News.
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