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1THE CHURCH GUARDIAN

[Thursday, December 9, 1880,

WHY DO SOME PEOPLE 8TAND?

(To the Fditors of the Church Guardian.)

Sins,—1I cannot regard your carroapon-
dout ‘Churchman’ as a fair and logical
controversinlist, Mo asked for reasons
for o practice he disapproves. When
four ot your renders gued nataredly en-
doavour to sitisfy him by stuling the
grounds of their holief that good reasons
axist for what ho condemnns, they are ul
unco asmailed with ridicule, and the
terms, "hornets,” *“unchristian,” *abu-
sive,” chililish,” “dolustable quibbling,”
trecklass perversion of scripture,” and
other choicu epithets, are frenly upplied
10 thom, One is reminded of the amia
Ll Milesinn gentlman who only wantod
somebody 1o trewd on the tail of hia cont,
that ho might challonge him to mortal
combat. With such an oppounent, all
reasoning ia in vain,  When tho savage
war whuop is sounded, it is time to
rotire, and net wait for the tomahawk
and sealping knife.  But as somo may
ba misled by avasive rensoning, [ would
sppeal to such to consider how for
“Churchman” has me! the statements and
arguments of those who differ witli him.

Of nine paraginphs, ho has atlotted six
tu “Quorist,” Mr. Hodgeon, und “Catho.
Jieus," anel three to me.

For myself, | roiterato

1. That the only attitudes mentiorfod
in and consistunt with tho letter and
spirit of tho Prayer Buok, sre those of
standing and kneoling.

2. That sitting when engaged in acts
of public woraliip is nowhoreapprovingly
montioned in the Scriptures,

3. That there is no impropricty but
the conlrary in the pinctice ohjected to
af standing au the prosentation of the
olfsrtory, no wmallor when or by what
aulhority introducod in Charch worship.

4t harehiman® has not shown that any
of theso positions is untenablo, Consult
the I'rayer Book. [t will appoar, that in
the Morning nnd Fveping Services di
rections are in sovoral pluces given for
kneeling and stanilling ; for sitting noue.

The scripturl texts to which “Chureh-
mun” rofers are not porlinent to the
question.  Judges xx., 26, relatos ton
period of desvlating and extermiunting
warfaro, when the lamelites, and all the
people, an immeonso host, “went up, and
ciime into the “Houso of Gon,” (Bethel,
vide GQon. xxvii, 22), “and wopt, and saf
there before the Lord, and fastod until
evenr, and offured burnt offurings, and
punco offerings boefore the Lord.” Vill
' Churelinan” undertake to say thoy sat
whou those otlvrings were made?  When
tho mnltitudoe sat, it was probably on
the ground. “Beforo the Lord” is inter

proted to mwean the “plice whero He is
worshippod.’

Tho texta reforring o acats in ihe
Symagogues (plnecs ol meeting vr nssom-
blins), are familiar to avery Biblical
roader, but prove nothing for “Church-
nman’s purpose. A Christian Chureh is
& holier place. 1t is to the Christian
what the Templo was to tho Jow,  The
Synagognes were accossory to the Tem-
ple. In Jernsalem nlone, we aro in-
formed thero were nearly five hundred.
In thesw, large portions of the Scriptures
wero rend hy succewive membors of the
congregation, then seated ;5 and to these
sittiugs thy texts quoted  refer, and
not to nets of worchip, That Jesus it
when he faught in the Temple (John viit.
2) isin no way nn authority for sitting
whon addressing the Almighty.  Sitting
was the pusture of the Teacher among the
Juws, the people standing round ebont
him.  (laghtfoot 243). According te
Lightfoot, (on Luke iv 16,) Joaus, ns o
member of the Syungorzne te which he
belonged, sloud up to read, and sat when
he taught, agreenbly to tho goneral
custom,

1t may boe questioned how far in this

Dioceso the Reclor amd  congregation,
with tho sanction, express or implind, vt
the Bishop had or have nathority to iu-
troduce new or modify oxisting obwer
vances. This it is not my province tu
discusa. It is sufficient for me, and
many othors, that any ceremonial obser-
vanco is not diaploasing to Gob ; approving
of nll that “de serve to n decent order
and Godly discipline, and auch as be apt
to stir up the dull mind of man to the
romembrance of his duty to Gop by some
notable anid specinl signifiention, wheroby
he might 'be edified.” (Prefix 3 to Book
of Common Prayer.)

I understand that in many Churches
in Great Britain the practice prevails of
standing on 'the presoutation of the offer-
tory and the fullowing extract from a
religious papér shaws that it is not un-
comion 1o the United States,

#1t han heen n growing custom through-
out the Church for yeara past that the
entire congregation ahould rise, in order
by this act to unito with the Prieat in
the solemn presentation of the offerings
of the people unto the Tord. This
seemly act, 4o entirely in harmomy with
the apirit and purpose of the rubric,
which requires that the Driest *‘shal
humbly present” the offerings and plac
them upon the Holy Tabie, like any
change, whether for the Letter or not
moets epposition from gome, while th
objections commonly urgud are oftea th
strongest nrguments in favor of the prac
tice. This is particularly so in the cuse
of an old parishioner in Canada, who
stated his objection as follows :

“It soomed to him absurd to make
such a fuss over tho few shillinga they
put on the plate Sunday by Sunday. Tt
they ware to stand up, and so profess
before Goo that they wero actually mak
ing to Him an olfering from the means
1le had given them, it would be necessary
to make this matter of the Sunday collee
tion more a matter of conscience, and to
give sowething proportionnte to their
menng and worthy of tho Great Being to
wlom the olfaiing wes made” lle
thorefore, proferraidl the old fushioned
ides o the ‘penny collection,” which
touchod no man's conseience,and extracted
from his purse but a few paltry cents.
Thua diil this good man, in opposing the
introduetion of the use, present an argu-
ment in its favor, amd thoughtful men
will probably cunsider it @ useful iden it
it will only sot mwen serionsly to think
what is due to Gop iu the matter of
“ithes and oflerings’ which tliey have
herotofore withheld from Llim."—Living
Church. Nov. 18,

For “Churchiman” [ have but a few
closing words. ['eason and revelation
alike teach that in ull religious rites,
ceremaonios and oblations there is no in-
trinsic officacy. In the sight of Gop
they aro only of value, as they proceed
frum the heart, ns acts of fuith in accord-
ance with His will; (Isainh i, 13) and of
uso, as thoy serve to fix our attention, and
aro nuxilinrios to devotion,  *What is not
of fuith is sin.' (Romaus xiv. 23.) The
outward nct to bo acceptable must be
prompted from within.  Could I bs con-
vincald that the practice ubjected to is
displensing to the Almighty or “an un-
sgoinly ostontatious punde i’ I would
cordially unite with “Churchman” in
aceking for ite abolition, but 1 am not
disposed to cavil:at any thing conducive
to groater reverence in the Naactuary.

STO0.

-

Tuixas do not move in the Province
of Nova Scotin quite so rapidly as they
do with us liere in  the United States,
Wo notico in The Cnuncu Guarpian
that the controveisy is waging quile
wartly on tho subject of standing up
8l the presontation of the Almsin the
Odlice of Holy Communion, which has
loug sinee passed that stage with us, and
is now generally concaded to be the pro-
pur thing te do—New York S andurd,

Rews feom the Jome Lield,

DIOCESE OF NOVA SCOTIA.

Harpax.—Albermarle Street Mission
Sunday School reports, 1st November,
1879, to Nov. 3Uth, 1880: Morning
session  teachors, 11; afternovn, 12,
Total numbor of scholars on roll during
year, i. ¢, present at least once, 226,

Scholars, faauilies,
At presenton poll., ... tL* represeuting 72
Placed on monthly visi.
tution list (not being
able to securs their
attendanee. ..... ... 50 41
Iem wed from Hadifax, 12
Tranderied to Cimrch
Sunday Schoole, . ... 12
Returned totheir proper
Samdav School ... 14
Gonte to Poor House. .., 2
Unknown and lost, §. e.
not  retained in any
WAY . everinnnnncnen 23
26 165
Largest No present on Sunday morning, 41;
afternoon, 68. General avarage, morning, 31 ;
afternoon, 4.
#Une-third colored.

Our rules for working ave, to reccive
ouly such schelars as attend no Church
or other Mission Sunday School, and the
woekly visitation of absent scholars.

In connection with the Sunday Schoo)
a Meeting i& held on Friday aund
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*. Sunday ‘evonings, by Mr.Carter and Mre,

Harrison, which is attended by a fow

adults, " Mr, Carter also devotes 3 hours
every Sunday afterncon to the work of
Bible reader iv the district. Altogether,
about 60 visits weekly are made by the
workers of this Mission, Donations
from friends, in the way of old clothing,
hoota and shoes, may ba sent to D. Mc-
Gregon, Superintendent, 130 Gottingen
Street, or Junilor Inglis School, Alber-
marle Street.

Dignv.—Rev. John Ambrose acknow
edges, with thanks, a douation of five
lollass towarda the Digby Church.

Wersoutrn.—Mr. Shaw has, in the
course of his agency in hehalf of the
Unurenr Guanvay, Intoly been among
ns. We are gratiied to learn that he
spenks very encourngingly of the success
he meets with .in this Dioceso; and we
can readily conjecture, from the acknow-
ledgmont of remiltances, the reception
the paper has met with in New Bruns-
wick. As was to be expected, in all
similar undertakings, a few names have
dropped off from the subscription list,
but these have been more than compen-
sated by the accession of fresh subseribers.
The gain has been 12 per cont, and,
doubtless, & much larger increase will be
reported from some other plices. We
cannot but again repeat that the Lditors
deserve the warmest thanks and en.
couragement of the whole body of the
Chureh for furnishing her members, af so
small cost, prepaid too, such an amount
of valuable reading matter. But very
fow, indeed, ean conjecture the toil,
anxiety, respousibility and expenso
which the weekly publication of the
organ involves; and we believe that the
reeogunition of all this will continue to be
shown by a yet larger iucrease of sub-
seribers. W are glad to find (of which
wo had no doubt whatever) that Mr.
Shaw is so cordially received, both by
the clergy and the laity. Iis are mo
lght duties, and we are sure that all will
do their utmost to render these self-
sacrificing and disinterested labors as
pleasant as possible ; and we can hardly
concoive of a more acceptable wny than
hy our loyal Churchmeu faving their
subseriptions ready against Mr. Shaw's
arrival, as well ax by encouraging and
stimulating their friends and neighbors,
whe have not yet doneso at once fo become
subseribers to the Cuunca GUARDIAN,

Arniox Mives.—Ouar special Advent
services, on Wednesday and Friday, at
2 30, consist of Litany and a short in-
struction.

Mr. Rutherford’s arrival is a great
relief to our geod Churchwarden, Mr.
Hudson, who, 1 regret to say, has kept
hie bed fer some days from tho effects of
double Quinsey and prostration ; and no
wonder, when oun thinks of all the wear
and tear. bodily and mental, he has gone
through in connection with the late acei-
onts.

Sir George Elliott is nof here.

DIOCESE OF FREDERICTON.

Frenenicrov.—Hon. John A. Beck-
with, M. L. C., died in his 80th year,
and was buried on the 25th ult. The
servica at the Cathedral was conducted
by the Rector aud Rev. F. Alexauder, M.
. The remains were interred in the
Foreat Hill Cewetery.

Sr. Jous.—Children's servicea were
held in Trinity and St. Thomnas’ Churches
on the 28th. At Trinity it was an
anniversary service, and Rev. Canon
Brigatocku nddressed the children, At
St Thomas’ Church, the Rev. Wm.
Armstrovy, Rector, catechized, and Rev.
R. Mathers, Warden of the Wiggin's
Orphan Azylum, nddressed the children.

At St. Johu's Chuareh a conversazione
and tea meeting teok place recently iu
the School Rvem, and a considerable
sum was realized for the benefit of the
poor fund.

To duy (Thursday) Trinity Church,
St. Johu, has been cousenmted, 1. e., sot
apart for ever for the worship of the
Triune Gob, and separated from all
common and profane uses. We congratu-
lnte the Rector and congregation on the
completion of their work se far. The
building and school house aro worthy of
the site and of the traditions of the con-
gregation. A full account will appear in
our néxt issue.

SamNt Grorae —On Nov. 12th, at the
Friday evening service, six infants, of
various ages, were baptized in St. Mark's
Church by the Rector. . A plain explana-

tion of different parts of the Baptismal

Service was given, and suitable hymna
sung. There was quite a good attendance.
On Sunday, the 28th— Advent Sunday—
the Church was filled by a large congre-
gation, attending the funeral of the Hom.
Francis Hibbard, M. L. C. The large
number showed the reapect in which he
was held. It is not a twelve month
since a similar concourse had assembled
in the same place to be present at the
last obsequies of a much-loved daughter.
Ho had attained brilliant success with
his antimony mines, and had earned for
himself nnd family a good fortune, but it
caused him no strugpgle to leave it all
behind. Hymns, *‘Just as I am,” and
“When the dark waves around us roll,”
were sung by the choir, anl an address
given by the IRector. The lengthy
funeral cortege then procecded tfo the
beautiful new cemetery, where his
remains were laid, in -“sure and certain
hope” of a glorious resurrection, mear
those of his dear daughter. In both
cases the hopeful and comforting lang-
uage of the “The order for tho burial
of the dead" was very appropriate.

WestriELD.—Less than a month ago, a
meeting to take into comsideration the
building of a new parsonage was held at
the Parish Church. aud its result reported
in your issue of Nov. 11th. It was then
stated that Mr. Woodman had offered to
give two or three acres of land for a sile.
When the Committes went to locate the
site he very generously incressed it to
tour acres, which ho had valued at from
$400 to $500. The deed hes already
been drawn up and recorded. The Com-
mittee decided to lose no time, and as
soon as a plan could be decided upon
commenced work, with the intention of
having the foundations sil finished this
fall, The work progressed rapidly till
within about three days of completion,
when Jack Frost brought all to a stand
still.  Tuesday last, twenty-two men,
with twenty horses, turned out ty haul
luinber from the station, which arrived
the evening before, and befors night
they had nearly twenty-five thousand
feet ou the parsomage ground. Some
more is expeeted to arvive the last of the
waek. Wednesday a pumber of men
were engaged in placing under cover the
finishing pine and flooring required for
the building, and hauling stone to com-
plete the foundations. Somo men have
already given six days’ work ; so farall
the work has been given. Mr Wood-
man, who was badly hurt in the late R.
R. aceident while ou his way home from
buying lumber for the parsonage, is doing
well, and expects to be able to return
home ina day or two. Much sympnthy
is felt for iim thronghout the Parish, as
he is a general favorite. The Rev. Mr.
Wiggins was also in the wrecked car,
but escaped unhurt.

St. Jonx.—The ladies of St. Paul's
Sewing Society held their apnual sale
of useful and fapcy articles, on Tuesday,
the Tth of December. at the houso of
the president, Mre. Wm. DeVeber, Car-
leton street.

DIOCESYE OF QUEBEC.

MonT™oReENcL, — The Rev W 8.
Vial, Incumbent of Montmorenci.
and Chaplain to the Beauport Lunatic
Asylum, exchanges duties this winter
with the Rev. E. DBotwood, Rural Dean
nnd Rector of St. Mary's Chureh, &,
John's, Newfoundland.

Apvent Lrerunes.—Spezial Advent
Services are being held in the Cathedral
St. Matthew's, and St, Peter’s Churches.

Riviere pv Lour.—Rev. R. C. Tambs
has returned, after a lengthened stay in
Europe, quite testored in health, He
hus Leen appointed to the important mis
sion of Riviere du Loup, en Das.

Quenec.—Two Choral Societies have
boen established in the city for the win
ter—one conducted by Mr. Bishop, or
gonist of the Cathedral, and the other by
Mr. Self, organist of St. Matthew's
Church, Both Socicties are well attend
ed, and the efforts of tho, conductors in
endeavering to cultivate a laste for good
music are thorougbly appreciated,

DIOCESE OF RUPERT'S LAXND.

We .are in ‘receipt of the Manitoba
Daily Free Piess. giving a full report of
the meeting_ of -the: Diocesan Synod of
Rupert’s Land, held in St. John's Cathe-
dral, Winnipeg, on 24th and 25th Nov.

There were present sixieen of the Clergy

\
and eighteen of the Laity. s ;
the Bishop’s Address isyfull of I:;:i::;?
not only to the Churchmen ¢f his
Diocess, but to their brethren all
Canada.  Btrong allusions were 1,5
it to the lack of material support ree
from their richer brethren of the older
Provinces of Canada, and hopes were ex-
preased that the action of the late mcet.
ing of Provincial Synod in Montreal
would lead to a change in that paniculn}

In speaking upon the needs of (lq
Diocese, his Lordship said

1 hope we may in timo have gubst
tial a:sistance from the older ]‘Jo\';uccs
of Capada. They in their day Teeeive]
such help from England. . The majoricy
of our new settlers are their 1,2.01,13
The other bodies receive sych -].ul;
liberally from their denomination; iL
Canada. The DIrovincial Synod yf the
Leclesinstical Provincs of Canada o its
late meeting established an organiztivn
with this object. It has beeq started
with some energy. I hope it may brine
us substantial heip. I om sure we shaﬁ
be very thankfal for it, awd will g
willing to do what we cic to 4jg the
movement. We met consideraliv ey
from England, chiefly for our (ller
settlements, which, unfortunately, lave
not advaneced as regirds self—étxp,.urt.
I have stated, therefore, that £4,000 1run,
Canada would enable us to ment present
necnssities. But how long will present
necessisies measure our negessities Not
for a single year. Let me review wh: i
has passed before our eyes in the jut
ten years. Than there w:s only one
village in the country with aboat 300
of a population. There was scarcely 3
hcuse a quarter ofa mile from Ked Liver
or the Assiniboine River. To-day we
have a country 120 in breadth by 200
miles in length, covered with sall
soltlements, being dotted over with
homesteads—and yot this country is luy
the mateway to the vast vegivn of finile
land beyond. The village of 300 woplo
has become a city of 12,000 inhabitans,
witha business that is perhaps only ex-
cecded now by six or eight cities in the
whele Dominion, A year ago the dutics
paid on imports made Winnipeg the
eighth city as a port of entry in Canula.
But a year has dvne much in Winnipes,
This past year has scen uearly 303
houses wholly or partially built, at a cest
of nearly a million of dollara, Iu 170
thers' were established mineteen pust

over
de in
eived

an-

offices. There arc now mearly 150. If

we mensured our progress by the common
schools we should find a like result.
But we kuow the life and growth of this
country are yet scarcely commenced.”

The Dishop falt that any holp obtained
from England would be very inadequate,
although it would be of great importanco
in their present position :—

“I am happy to e able to say that [
think we may get some further help from
England. We may be sure we shall
requiro more than the utmest we shall
be able to get, but every additional heip
will not only remove some deficiency but
will increase our ability to help ourselves
in the future. It is this that lends
double value to all help at our present
stage. Some time ngo 1addressed a letter
ta the Archbishop of Canterbury stating
briefly our circumstances. The Arch-
bishop has informed me of the decp
interest the communication has given
him, and of his desire to help any effort
for us. I have since learned that be has
communicated with the society for the
Propagation of the Gospsl and the socirty
for DP’romoting Christian Knowledge,
and that he has recommended an excep-
tional aid to us in view of our execp-
tional position.”

That the Church in Rupert’s Land is
not depending altogether on others, or
has lust sight of it~ own resyonsibilitics,
is clearly shown in the following :—

*‘But, my reverend brethren and breth-
ren of the laity, while I am very censc!-
ous that for the work before us we musé
have outside help-—yet I am very anxi-
ous that we should thoughtfully consider
how we can do the most for ourselves.
And first, as regands the giving of our
means. This is a duty incumbent upon
every Christian, especially incumbent
upon us who in the past have been so
Inrgely aided by others. Besides this,
vur paople will never rise to a due sense
of their Christian privileges. cortainly
they will never value the Cburch to
which they belong,if they do not give
forthe wark substantially of their meuns.
No doubt errors have existed, and sh!l
exist, with respect_to gifis “for Gons
serviea and other good works, as if they
were -efficaciously meritorious in them-

dolves. We have {0 learn to feel when
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