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abv i r adashed his heavy sea boot full in his face.and hUttered a low moan of agony, but blinded, bleedIwnd haf dy, he still clung tenaciously to the yard.
swo athe could le struggle for life. The wind stifled hini
otwolieuld a' not cry out, and even had he been able toi
oher end of ave heard him ? Not even the men at th<the rig dthe yard. The wind fairly shrieked througl

deafeting and the seas broke against the vessel w ith1enîng roaranthYards and ca The masts bent like whalebone, and thePain as th rdage creaked and moaned like creatures infroin te ship pluge
fro side to sippunged headlong, then reared, then role<
the surf The until the yards seemed about to dip inte

forced silee moment was rendered more intense hy th<
h c ofhe men and the awe-inspiring nighi

hoprayersrapped them. There was no scu e,no cursing,
horrible s1

lencmercy, or vows of vengeance. It wasa
iAnotherence amid an elemental pandemonium.

ham5, boot_ cl of thunder-a smashing kick from Wil0flly 00e succeeded by a flash that lit up the heavens.nonte W an remained on the yard-Jimmy had faller."the whrling abyss of blackness below.
Ported ris Nas taken at eight bells, and Jimmy was re-
gt 0f the .nentry in the skipper's log, that on the
ith e -inst., a seaman, who shipped as "Jamesueer hand own off the yard, was the sole epitaph of ouiWhose fate d kItis the epitaph of thousands every yeai

at, nown only t al.

Abouta * * * * * * * *
hangeta year afterwards Williams was condemned to bcandtefor killing a man in a drunken brawl in Melbourne,
giving eliht hefore his execution he made a statement,
to the lhstory of the attempted mutiny and confessing

sthe qurder of " Jimmy Ducks." I learned the story
the triatly from the bos'un, who appeared as a witness

W. BLACKURN IHART.

Syringa.
Reneath me are soft green grasse-,

Nature's own cushioned bed;
1 lie and hear the whisper

Of winds in the trees o'erheal.

I lie and watch the sunlight
Play on thy pear-shaîped leaves

O luscious, perfumed syringa,
White as a soul that grieves.

Thou knowest thy fair June beauty,
O snow-likp, glorious flower,

Tle sensuous depth of sweetness,
The weight of thy perfume's powu.

I fain would gather thy blossoms
And cover myself from sight-

With thousands of waxen petals
Hide me from day and light.

Were death but now my portion.
Nor love could respite gain,

1, choosing the death to suffer,
To mingle bliss with pain,-

Would lie on a couch of blossoms
Away from the warmth of day,

Strewing my fair death-closet
With bud, and green, and spray.

Thy branches, O sweet syringa,
Should be stripped of thy gorgeous bloorm,

Thy blossoms cover my body,
Thy beauty become rr.y tomb.

This heavy scent, thy breathing,
With sweet satiety

Should lull my fevered senses
And make it bliss to die.

lirst the delicious odour
Filling the slender space,

And then a drowsiness growing
Ever, and creeping apace

Over the heart and the eyelids,
Numbing the soul and sense;

The languorous pules pausing
As the air becomes more dense

Deeper the hush 'neath the blossoru
There where the shadows creep;

Then one faint sigh in the silence,-
And the long and dreamless sleep.

* * *

What are these idle dreamings
Born of the wind's soft breath ?The tormb contains no beauty,-
And the worst of ills is death.

Weet life, sweet youth, swseet loving I
h lold you bere and say

Idread1 nu dlark to-morrow,
I now nu sac! to-dîay.

Aay wth drear forebodings !

ITkese arms, outstretching, prove
I now nu death but parting,

I now nu life but Love.

SoîttîF M. Aî îos.
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The Closing Years of the Old Régime.
In 1736 (according to M. Intendant Hocquart) the popu.

lation of the colony was about 40,000, of whon io,ooo
are returned as fit to bear arms. Tie Canadians, lie says,

are tall, well made, and of a vigorous constitution. l'ie

artisans are industrious and the Aa1itaits skilful with the

axe. They make the most of their own tools and imple-

ments of husbandry ; build their own houses and barns, and

several of thei can weave, making great wehs of stuff that

they call drugget, which they use for clothing thenselves

and their families. So much for their good qualities. But

they are also, according to M. Hocquart, vain,* fond of

being noticed and sensitive to rebuke. Strange to say, it is

the country people whom he thus characterizes. ' lhe

townspeople are less faulty. They are attached to their

religion and there are few incorrigibles ; but they think too

much of themselves, and this failing prevents theni from

succeeding, as they might do, in the arts, agriculture and

commerce. The long winter, with little occupation, also

tends to make the men lazy. But they are addicted fo the

chrase, to navigation, to voyages, and have not the coarse

and rustic air of the French peasant. Though naturally
hard to manage, they become more tractable when their

honour is appealed to, but the spirit of subordination is

sadly lacking, the fault, in part, of deficient firmness on the

part of former governments. This is said, it seems, with

reference to the militia, whose moral and physical qualities

and training were to be severely tested sooner than M.

II.ocquart imagined. The Intendant then gives an account

of the products, commerce and inaustries of the country.

Wheat is the chief crop. The country furnishes more than

what meets the needs of the inhabitants, and the surplus

is exported. In good years 8o,ooo bushels in flour and

biscuits are sent out of the country, but 1737 was a bad

year. The lands of Quebec are not ail equally good, some

of them being hilly, but those of Montreal are level. The

experiment of fall wheat had been made, but was considered

risky on account of frosts. Oats, pease, barley and rye, as

well as flax, hemp and tobacco were ail grown to some

extent. There were as yet few orchards. More attention

to the culture of tobacco is recommended. The beaver

was retreating northward, but still plentiful at the Coi-

pany's posts-Tadoussac, Temiscaming, etc. The English

were charged with enticing the Indians with brandy, but it

was also acknowledged that they gave a better price for the

skins. The Three Rivers iron mines are mentioned, as are

also the copper mines of Lake Superior. The ship-

building industry at Quebec was growving in favour. Thirtv

nations of Indians wsere described as occupying the con-

tinent of Canada.
Another mémoire, dated twenty years later (1758) and

attributed to M. Querdisien Trémais, is written with spirit

and force but is not cheerful reading, as it gives a most

gloony picture of the state of the country and scathing
charges of malfeasance and dishone>ty against the function-

aries of the time. The population is set down at 80,ooo, of

whom 15,0oo were able to bear arms. The state of misery

to which the country is represented as having been brought
mainly by corrupt administration is so intolerable that if

the document had been prepared expressly to show that the

time had come when Canada must shake off the paralyzing
grasp of Louis XV. and his agents, it could not have been

more pertinent or more vigorously worded. Canada had

to pass through sorme severe trials under the new rge,

but none of them can be compared with the cureless

wretchedness set forth with unconscious pathos in this

prosaic state paper. Well might the eider Papineau con-

trast the freedom of British institutions, even such as they
were before the expiry of the i8th century, with the tyranny

and rapacity of such men as Intendant Bigo.t

The recital of M. Trémais may well lead us to helieve,

with Abbé Ferland and M. LeMoine, that there was more

than indifference in the manner in which Canada was ai-

lowed to pass from the hands of France. It was the in-

terest of the infamous Bigot coterie to conceal their own

malfeasance under the common ruin, just as the scoundrel

will burn the house whose inmates he has murdered, in

order to hide the traces of his crime.++
When M. Trémais' m/moire was penned, there was no

obvious reason to fear that the system of rule which it so

damagingly accused was near its termination. Montcalm

had won a victory over one of the finest British forces that

ever offered battle to foe on this continent. Wolfe was

engaged in a work of retaliation unworthy of his genius and

character. But in the book of fate the knell had sounded,

and the brave and chivalrous Montcalm was soon to lie

dying and helpless, leaving to the care of de Ramezay the

honour of France, the safety of the army and the defence

of Canada.

*Itî s singtiar thai Katm, the S%%edish iî.turalist, on his a sit i-
iseiec ln1749, made jtat the saine îeflectioi, ra on the lia/-itireils,

but on the ladies of Quebec. The sanie disiingutished touris,t who

broight the obiervant eye of science to hbear tipon more than hers aid
mnierals, speaking genieraltv, says that the womn- f Lanada are

haidsoine, virtiotîs and well bredt, with an abandon that is charning

in its innocence. As hoisewives he fotind thei suiperior ro those or

the English colonies. More than once he contrasts the refineme"t of

ihe Canadians wth the brusl eness of the Dîtch ahd Erglish. BHt
le thinks the Canadian ladies ,ive ton uruchtilime lu iheir toitet. He

marks a difference between the ladiesof Qîîebec and those of Montreal.

i he former is a veritable Frenchiwoiaii by education and manners-the
conequnceol s uiaiun a th the unoblesse that caime every year in

costuence ohis che hos tsuo distingîished rarety got so far inland as

iontreat. He says the French attriute to the ladies of thie latter city

a targe share of Indian pride with Indian ack oe cîtirîress (utîhe a
well as the tair Quebecqutoises err îhrotgrfoadues or d.3/rchan )( Iy

de atlnure ioed, trn sare those inctuded i.. the i o/l/i/

de i;¿,mairs ,t de Relations sur l'h jis/r. ann en'u lu cnada

publiîshed by the .iterary and Hlistorical Soc'iety ut .uehec, 1840.

t4taun.du rour/ste, pp. s) and 97

As at the capture of Quebec by Kirk in 1629, so at the
conquest of 1760, only a comparatively small number of
the people abandoned their country. The words of M.
Sulte, relating to both occasions, are applicable in this
place : fThose who remnaimedi m the country constituted
just the stable portion of tire popuîlation, that is, the haî-
/ants. It is false to say that Canada was at that time
(r629) abandoned. 'ihat primary gerni of Canadian fami-
lies deserves neither the indilerence nor th- oblivion of
Iistorians. For it aas they asho refused to despair of their
adopted cotuntry, and their developnent was proof against
every attempt to arrest it. A hundred and fifty years later
the Canadians were in) the salue situation. and then, too,
they had the courage to renain Canadians. Such is our
history. \\ e have become anchored in the soil in spite of
the ebb and flow of European infltences. In 1629, of les
than a hundred persons thenil i the colony, more than a
third was composed of Aa/tan/s. and they renrained faiti
ful to their post, undeterred by ll fortuie.''

Is Fair Hair Becorning Extinct ?
In forming opinions as to wliether fair-haired persons are

less numerous i a particular locality now than fornerly,
the element of age lias to be considered. A person who
ias spent his childhood in a fairi-haireI district, and vlists it
again after a lapse of years nay easily imagine that the
number of fair-haired personr' is fewer than formerly, merely
on accouînt of the class of persons froi whom ie draws
the inference being more adult than those of whom lie has
recollections formerly. L pon the rate at vhich hair
darkens from childhood to adult age ve have some valu-
able observations, which show that the liair of liglht
complexioned male children darkens from 35 per cent.
during the irt five years of life to 33 per cent. at forty-
five years, and dark hair with liglht eyes is found to increase
in about the sanie rato. Io)arkening of the fenale hair and
eyes with age takes place to a imuch less extent than among
males. It woîld appear, therefore, that 'in estimating the
increase or diminution of fair haired persons in a particlar
district, observations on females are iich more trustworthy
than on males, from the fact that they are much less liablle
to variations ; but, on the other iand, it must le rement
bered that the colour of a woman's hair is more liable to
alter according to the tint which is coinsidered the imrost
fashionable at a particular time. Besides the blending of
fair-liaired races waith the dark stocks, there are other
element> which Dr. eidlîuoe lias showi may account for the
diminution of fair hair in Lngland, and these should not ie
overlooked. Ile considers that the xanhous temperament
is less able to withstand the insanitary conditions existinig
in the crowded populations of our great cities than the
melanotic, and that in this way the law of natural selection
operates against its increase. Again, as a large majority of
women live and <lie unmarried and childless, it is probable,
in his opinion, that the physical qualities of the race ruas
be to a smîall extent moulde iby the action of conjugal as
well as natural selection. In support of this lie ias given
statistics showing that of 737 women, only 55.5 per cent.
of those with fair Iair were married, agaimîst 79 per cent.
with black hair ; while 37 per cent. with fair hair saere un-
married against iS per cent. with black. On classifying
those with red, fair and brown hair as Iblonde," and those
with dark brown and black hrair as ldark," we have 359of the former and 361 of the latter. Of the blondes he
found 6 per cent. were married to 70.5 of the dark, and 32
per cent. of the former were unmarried to 21.5 of the latter.
If durimg several generations this preference among the
male sex for vives w ith dark hair should continue, it is rea-
sonable to suppose it would exert an influence decidedly ad-
verse to the increase of fair-haired persons being maintained.
On various grounds, therefore, it would seei as if the fair
hair so much beloved by poets and artists is doomed to bc
encroached upon and even replaced by thatOf darker hue.
Tie rate at which this is taking place is probably very slow,
from the fact that nature is most conservative in lier changes.
-'ritish Mlei(ti/ 7turna/.

Max O'Rell on Woman.
I;etsweel French and American women hle observes maniy

resemblances, particularly that suppIenes. of nind which
enables one of the masses to fit herself speedly for a posi
tion in the classes. " lIn Englanl," ie says, "it is just the
contrary. Of course good society is good society every-
where. h'lie ladies of the Englisi aristocracy are perfect
queens ; but the Englishwoman whio waas not b-tn a lady,
will seldoi become a lady, and i believe this is as-I
mésalin// Us are more scarce in Ligland than they are li
America, and especially h rance. I could namie many Enrg-lishmren, standing a the head of their pîrofessionrs, who
carnot produce their wives in society because these womein
have not been able to raise thenselves to the level of tileir
husband's station in life. lie EngIishwaiOman has no facuîlt
for fitting herself for a higher position than the one she waas
born in ; like the rabbit, she wil always taste of the cab-
bage she fed on. i am bounid to add that this is hprliapa a
quîa ity, and prove. tire triulhfulness of hier character, Ini
Farance, lie says, muen andî wromten go through life on equal
termus ; ini Englandl tic mîaîî (gcenerally-) thîinks hrimself a
mnuchr superior breing ;ini te many it is île samue •'' in

America, I shoulud tee! inrclinîed to believe thai a womian
looîks downu upon a mian wvith a certain amount of cou-
temupt."


