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POETRY.

MARY MAGDALENE.
To the hall of that feast came the sinful and fair ;
Bhe heard in the city that Jesus was there:
Unheeding the splendour that blazed on the board,
Bhe sileatly kuclt at the fect of her lord.

The hair on her (orehead, 00 3ad and s0 meek,
Hung dark on the blushes that cri d her cheek,
And 30 sad and g0 lowly she knelt in h2t shame,

It seemed that her spivit had flad from her frame.

The (rown and the murmar went round thro’ them all,
- That one 80 unhallowed should tread in that hall s

And some said the poor would be objects more meet,

For the wealth of the perfume sho showered on his fect.

8he heard but her Saviour, she spoke but with sighs,
" She dared not look up to the heaven of his eyes;
And the hot tears gushed forth at each heave of her
breast,
As her lips to his sandals were throbbingly preas’d,

In the sky alter tempest, as shiueth the borw,

4n the glance of the sunbeam, ss welteth the snow, -
He looked on the last one, her sins were forgiven,
And Mary weat forth in the beauty of Hesven.

CHOICE EXTRACTS.

EXCITEMENT.

ExciTEMENT does aot constitute the Christian.
Christianity 19 a0t mere cxcitability. In my humble
opinion, it is no less dangerous to resolve itinto a
peculiar feeling, than itis to make it mere specula-
tion, a cold abstraction. But how many do it!
When highly exeited, they seem to think they have
much religion, and are quite flaming Christians 3 but
as the czcilement dies away, they suppose they have
lost their religion. And in order to find it again, or
raise it (rom the grave, they call into requisition & sys-
tem of powerlyl stimulante ; without these, they are as
the inebriate without his glass, or as the fish out of
water. . . - .
" Such Christians are not like the cvergreen, or the tree
fanted by the river of waters, which briogeth (orth
ruit in due ‘season, and its leaves neveriwither s but
- ore plants which only grow in the hot-bed,” mere
-summer sprouts, willed by the vertical beams of the
sun, or nipped.Ly the first autumual frosts. They
bare neither root nor sap in themselves. Their re-
ligion hus no internal basis. They live as the drone.
They produce nothingin the hive ; they only consume.
They are. excited, when others are. They float on
the undulations of the wave of social emotion. Asthe
cork floats in the streaui, 5o they drift on ihe current
of popular feeling. * Béing mere sail vessels, they can
n'&e 00 hoadway without wind and corrent.  Their’s
is a mere Herodian religion, -shaped according to the
times.. Now they are quite rcligious, and anon, they.
.ate very wicked. \VWhea the times are good, they are
- gaod'; and wheén' the times are bad, then: they are bad.
When the south:winds blow, they dre’in ‘the church;
. but-when the north-wind :blows forth, it drives them
back (o the world,as the sow tothe mire, or the dog
,$ahis vowit. * Their religion is contracied; a aickly
excitement 3 they Tove it, as the Lipple? the intoxicating
bowl, for the sonsation it producés 3 4 mere elément
-of lefﬂlhn'eis,;ivhich evaporates’in mere sing-song, 1t
is a liquid- poured into a bowl,.which may afl .ran -out
again if the vesse] he, turned over. .. Is this Christian-
ity.1 Ratbor, is it not adulteration,?' Such Christians
sro like 4 sponge satursted with Watler<-under - the
- loast pressure’it all 'spouts away.: © .o
... 1t ia:not in-them an g well, of water, springing up
into everlasting life. Mere excitement does not con-
_ativteithe Ohristian. . But enough of this. Man isan
“extravagant creaturé ; the tendency of his nature is to
run from one extreme (0 its opposite.’ The medium
paint iq where the truth dwells, and there is safety.

| susceptible, is excited in his breast.

On this rock the Christian sthnds. §s he the sub-
Ject of fecling 7 Yea : the most intense and thrilling 3
every pure emolion of which the inunortal mind is
3 The love of Goll
is shed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost ; be
does, ho must feel ; hia feclings are such as arc excit-
ed by divine love, by the knowledge and love of truth.
He 13 not a Stoic ; insenaibility makes no part of hi
religion, nor does it exclusively ist in excil t
{t is not stove heat, hut the fire of the solar ray.
His religion is uot a sickly sentimentalism, as eva-
nescent as the bubble ; nor isit a cold abatracti

No.31.—N. 8. No. 25.
which have dazzled and astonishcd men, have l‘rnt
their force, mark what is left in the censer. Only
that which partook of the nature of prayer. This' is
all that lives to reach the akies, all that Heaven re-
ceives from earth, all that is ever permitted to sacend
before God. Nothing but prayer shall be in that ern-
ser ; aod nothing will ever find & place in that center
but that which ascends on the breath of prayor.

Again, here everything is Lo be done with tho view
of leading to prayer. As we have been proceeding
with our remarks, the question may have arisen in

as destitute of warmth as Greenland ice or Alpln;
smow. Lt includes both light and heat, but does not
consist exclusively in aither. )

READING THE ACRIPTURES.

Ir it be esked, May I not fallinto error in reading the
Scr&:turel, though sincerely desirous to know the
truth 1 We anawer, We do not believe any who seareh
the Scriptures with unmixed, right motives, ever fall
into fatal error; for our Lord says, “1f any man will
do the will of my Father, he shall know of the doc-
trine>’>~—that is the doctrine he made known through
his only-begotien Son, “whether itbe of God.” And
again : “Then shall ye know, if ye follow on 1o know.”
8y which we understand, if we improve what we al-
ready understand, more will be made known to us,
ealil we “‘comprchend the leagth, und breadth, and
depth, and height?’ of the ache.ue of salvation. But
allowing (he possibility of such a one making great
mistakes as L2 the teachings of the Scripture, and evey
falling into heretical opinions, he is to be judged by
one who ““knows him altogether>—by Him who gave
the rule of life, by which hé will judge the world;
but who also gave to every one the dezree of abilivy)
he individually enjoys to understand the ruic, and who
will decide according to the rule as applicd to the de-
gree or amount of ability he has given to comprehend
the duties required. * “ For it is accepted according to
what & man hath, and not according to what & man
bath not.” To ascertain duty by reading the Scrip-
lures is, to those who can read, and who can procure
the precious word of God, a part of our probation—
and in this God requires siNcZRITY—nothing more,
but nothing less. Andin this, as imalFother circume
stances the probation or discipline assigned us,
“ where much is given, much shall be required.”
Thie is all plain. Woe be to them, thercfore, who
forbid men to read the Scriptargs, lest they should
misundcrstand their import ; and also to those who
through the pride of their hearts, pervert their mean-
ing and mislcad the simple. Let us rejoice that * God
resisteth the proud, and giveth grace Lo the bum-
ble.”—N. Y. Christian Advocate. -

¢ TUE GOLDEN CENSER.”

Dip Jesus pray t Uh, in a sensa more than figurative,
he saved the world by prager. Poriray & mountain-
top, and Jesus on it, prostrate, alone, wet with the
dows of night, praying to God with strong cries and
lears.  And next, a garden, Gothscmane ; and Jesus
there, praying in agony which baptizes him in his owo
blood. And next, the place called Calvary, for there
they crucifed hiro ;** and Jesus died, offering that
groat sacrificial prayer, which still pleads above-—still
Gille tho car of God, and for the sake of which all other

rayers are hesrd, Can the cloven longues of fire
Ee portrayed 7 Forget not to represent the apostles, on
whom they rest, assembled in prayer. Elsewhere, let
an angel be seen despatehed frpm the divine presence
to libersto Peter from prison 3.but forget not to re-
present the aposties in & ncighliouring bouse, in pray-
er ] But oh! there is a vision %10 human eye but one
had seen), a heavenly scene which sums upall ; avan-
gel standing at the altar, havidg a golden censer : and
there'is given him much incense, that he may offer it
with, mark, the prayces of all saints, vpon the golden
altar which is before the throne ; and the smoke of the
incenze; blending with the ‘prayers of the saints, as-
‘cends: up before God out of the angel’s hand.. Yes,
draw near—it is the summing up of man’s instrumen-
ulity. Of all the various wvays in which he employs
himee)f bere, ook into that ccnser, and mark which
one of them it is that reachés heaven. Only’ that which’
was sanclified by prayer. When the clemours of &

some What, is our piety to take no other form
than that of prayer 1 s it Lo shew ilself in no other way
but by prayer 1 8uch a question could be cotertain—
ed ouly where there existed a misapprehension of the
nature of prayer or of the way in which prayer bleads
with all the sets of devotion and metheds of instru-
mentality by which God works. Confine yourself in
prayert §"yau preach the gaospel, for instance, you are
Lo bear in mind that this is the most successful preach-
ing which brings man prostrate before God for merey.
‘I his is the very end of the gospe! ministry 3 and the
more vividly you can set forth Jesus Christ crucified
among men, the more clcciually this will be answer—
ed. Yes,lct every place of prayer have a Calvary in
the midst ofit, and on that Calvary lot there be a croes,
and on that cross a bleeding Saviour ; and on that
sight, that spectacle of love, let the eycs of the peo-
ple be perpetuaily fixed. As preachers of the gospel,
our great distinction is, that we are the ministers of
the cross; we have 1o wait on the ctoes, to walk
around the cross, and to point to the people the won-
ders of the cross. Harve we any pathos T 1t should
be kept for telling them of the cross. Have we any af-
fection for their souls 1 .it should gush forth when
we are pointing to the coss. Have we any tears for
them *  When shsll we shed them, but when we have
led our people 1o the cross—when we are there, asy-
ing to the sinaer, Look upon him ! He is wounded
for your transgressions ! He is bruiscd for your io-
iquilies ; -the ehastisement of your peace is upon him,
that with his stripes you might be healed. Draw
ncarer to it ! it is of you be is thinking ! That bleod
is to wash away your sins ; that life which he is giv-
ing is for your souls. Draw nearer still—look into
his heart—read the numes which are written there—
your name is among them. And while wo are thus
entreating the sinner, does he relent 7 Does he Jook
upon him whom he has pierced, mouroing T Does be
smile upon his breast, erying ““ God be merciful to me
a sinner 1 Then the end of the ministty is answered,
% Behold he prayeth,” ‘

Dying ConrEssion.—William the Conqueros, ex-
ceedingly alarmed on his death-bed, entreated the cler-
gy to iutercede for him. ¢ Laden with many qad
grievous sins,” he exclaims, ¢ | tremble ; and being
ready to be taken soon into the terrible examination
of God, I am ignorant what I should do. 1 bave
been brought up in feats of arms from my childhood §
T am greatly polluted with the eBusions of mych
blood ; I ean by no means number the evils I have
done (hese sixty years, for which | am now constrain-
ed, without stay, to render an account to ihe just
Judge.”?
THERE are some who affect 3 want of aficctation,
and flatter themselves that they arc above flattery ;
they are prond of beng thought extremely humble,
and would go sound the world to punish those who
thought them capable of revenge ; they are so setia~
fied with the suavity of their own (cmper, that they
would quarrel with their dearest benefactor, only for
doubting It. And yet so very blind are all their se-

usintanee to their iumerous quslifications and merite
&u the 'posscssots of them Invariably discover, when
it is oo late, they have lived in the world without a
single friend, and aro alout to leave it without & sin-
gle mourier. - ,

Ix pfipit ‘Sloquenes, the grand difficulty lies here s to
give the subject all 1he digaity it 30 fully deserves,
without attaching’ any importance to ourselves. The
Chrirtian. messenger cannol, think too highly of his
Prince.or teo humbla of himaslf. This is that secret art
which €apiiveled and’ improves sn audience,

which'all ‘who ece ‘will- (sncy they could jmitale,

turbulent zeal bave subsided, and the undovout moans

while most who try will fail,



