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OCR ENGLISH LETTER. -

(From an Ocearional Correspondent.)
‘Lospoy, November 9th, 1871,

The two crews of Chambers and Winship are taking exercise
every day on the Tyne. The boats for the great race have
just been fiuished. Both crews are to row without coxswain.
Betting is pretty brisk on the event. Sadler has put out s
challenge to row any man in the world for £500 a side for the
championship skiff rower of the world, 1t is believed Cham-
bers will take it. . Kelly, it is thought, will not be able to
scope with Sadler. Chambers is a strong and well-built man,
whose strength has yet never been perfectly tested.

At the opening of the Edinburgh Philosophical Institution
on Friday night, November 3rd, Earl Roseberry delivered an
address on the * Union of England and Scotland,” which was
principally historical, and concluded thus ;

+ We have in our generation, if we would remain a genera-
tion at all, to eflect that union of classes without which power
is a phantom and freedom a farce. In these days the rich man
and the poor gaze at cach other across noimpassable gult—for
neither is there in this world an Abmbham’s bosom of calm

beatitude. A powerless monarchy, an isolated aristocracy, an
intelligent and aspiring people, do not together form the con-

ditions of constitutional stability.  We have to restore s com-
maorn pulse, & healthy beat to the heart of the commonwealth,
[tisa great work, the work of individuals as tanch as of states-
men, siien from vone of us, mther pertinent to us all; each in
his place can further it. Each one of us—merchant and clerk,
wa-tey and servant, Jandlord and tenant, capitalist and artizan,
minister and parishioner—we are all privileged to have a hand
in this the wost sublime work of all ; 2o restore or create har-
mony berwixt man and man; to ook, uot for the ditfercuces
which cuance or necessity has placed between class and cla
tut for the common sympathies which underlie and connect
all humanity. [t iz not monarchs or ¢ven statesmen that
give to a country prosperity and poawer,  France in 1789 had
a virtvous moenarch and able statesmen.  But the different
classes of the commuuity had then been completely extranged,
and the apper crust of soviety was shiversd to dust by the
voicauo beneath.  In this country the artitivial barriers which
separate colass from class are hizh enouch ; but, thank Ged?
they are not insuperable. Let us one and all prevent their
becoming so. A great page records the bloodicst and prosper-
ous hizstory of the Scotch Union-—a greater page Hes vacant
befure us on which to inscribe a fairer union sull”

I quote the following from a Newcastle paper :

“ We understand that Mr. Douglas, the assistant Custom-
House oftficer in Canada, who bebaved with such promptitude
and bravery on the occasion of the Fenian raid, the detatls of
which we published a few duys ago, is son of Mr, Douglas,
Gas Waorks, Neweastle-on-Tyne.”

A proposal is at present under consideration to pult down
the olassic Newgare jail in London, and 1emove it to the
suburbs.

The women suffmgs movernent in England is making pro-
gress. A constant agitatien is being kept up by the advanced
or Radical politicians, It seems to be a general thing amongse
Radivals and Bepublicans to espouse the canse of women
suffrage. 1t is sald Mr. Gladstone is very favourable to it
If this be a fact, the Premier will endsavour to carry his
crotohet 1 the House of Commons,

Another new social movement is nnder way, and 1 under.
stand is supported by several Peers and M. P's.. Oneimpor-
taut clanse of the movement is emigration 1o our colonies, 1
vive you the full text of the programme :

ist. The hours of labour reduced to eight per day.

2nd. Pew rents in nativnal churches abolished, and the
minister ¢lected by the parishioners,

3rd. The redustion of the franchise in the counties to the
borough franchise.

4th, The formation of a pational azsociation to encourage
arbitration in trade disputes, and the formation of councils of
copciliation in every manufacturing district.

Sth. An associatieon to b formed for enconraging emigra-
tion to our colonies,

6th. Leascholds of land on entailed cstates to be granted at
a mere notainal reot for 75 years, renewable, for building pur-
poses.  The formation of villages, the atfairs to be governed
by trustees elected by all housebolders.  Each person above
18 years of age to subseribe ong penny weckly towards educas
tional purposzs, Co-operation to be applicd by the commu-
nity for the sale of all the necessaries of life, for mannfacturers,
farming, house-building, markets; &o.  Nine-tenths of the in-
habitants to have the power of refusing the sale of intoxicating
liquors within their boundaries. :

Tth. The appointmnent of a Minister of Agriculture. Land-
owners to have the power of preserving game on land ocen-
picd and used by them only. The tenant farnier to have the
power of preserving or destroying game on hir farn,

1 understand the 5th clause will be modified, and Canadian
emigration supplanted. A feeling is rising amongst 4 num-
ber of our great men that Canada has been negleeted. A us.
tralia’ is funnd to be too great a distance from Fngland to
entice our conntrymen. . :

Mr. Disraeli hias been the subject, probably, of more gossip
and gross caricature than any other public man. . He, how-
ever, never notices such things, At last, when political capi-
tal ix tried to be made out of him, his solicitor sends the
following characteristic letter to the papers ;

W6, Victoria Strect, Westminster Avbey, S.W.
“0et. 19, 171,

4 8ir,—The attention of Mr, Disraeli has been called to an

article hended < Mr, Diaraeli at Twenty-tive,” which bas been
extengively eopied into the London: and. conntry newspapers,
and ‘purports to be an extract froms the Astobiography of Mr.
John Timbs, which appeared in the October nuinber of the
Leizure JHour. i : ) - i

o Mr. Digracli has rarely thonght fit to notice any of the
gossip circulated about himself, however absard or inaceurate
‘it muy beg but in the present instance it i8 difficuli to imagine
that 850 many fulre statements could have becn. comprised
within the limits of a single paragraph. )
1, Mr. Disracli never to his knowledge entered the shap

of  Messrs. March and Miller, publishers, Oxford Street, if, in-

deed, there be such publishers, ,

tc 9. Mr. Disraeli never in. his life required or received any
remuneration for anything he over wrote, vxcept for books
bearing his name.

3. Mr. Disraeli never wrote a work called a ' Key ' to
Almack’s,” or a * Geographical and Historical Account of the
Great World,” &c., nor ever heard of such works,

"6 4. Mr. Disraeli was never editor of tho Strr Chrmber, or
any other newspaper, journal, review, or magszine, or any-
thing clse,

“ At the very period; 1830, when the autobiographer de-
scribes himself as often seeing Mr. Disraeli in Messrs, March
and Miller's shop, Mr. Disraeli was in Greeve, and did not re-
turn from his travels, as I personally well remember, until
just previous to the Geneml Election of 1831, when he re-
turned to his father's residence, in Buckingbamshire, to stand
for the borough of High Wycombe, :

« I am to require that you will insert thisauthoritative con-
tradiction in the earliest unprinted number of the Leisure
Hour, aud I am sure that you will regret that statements so
utterly erroncons should have first appeared in a publication
of such high character,

<1 remain, Sir, your obedient servant,
“Pmr Rosw,
¢ To the Editor of the Leieure Hour”

We have lost the great and good Sir Roderick Murchison,
Few men have keld such a position in England as the late
Baronet. Those who had the privitege of knowing him per-
sonally, can feel his loss,

It has been my privilege to be often iuhiscompany. 1 knew
no one so gentle amd wishful to disseminate knowledge to
younz ment,  No ostentation about him.  Full of enthusinsm
in geological lore. I well remember when ou my return from
a tour in Canada, how wizhfal he was to bear abiout the pro-
gress of that conntry.  He lookad on the loyalty of the Cana-
dians with a parent’s eve, and spoke hopefully of the future
creatness of the “ Greater Britain”

+*The voice of hope shall ne'er so dnll our car,
Nor passion’s waves, tho' in their wildest mood,
That oft above the surge we should not hear
The solemn voices of the great and good.™
R. E.

THE GRAND DUKE ALEXIS -

His Imperial Highness the Grand Dake Alexis Alexnnidra
witch, of Russia, now on & visit to thiz continent, was born
on the 14th of Jannary, 1850, and at the catly age of two
hours was ereated Colonel of the Ickatherinenbuegh Infantrs
Kegiment, an houour conferred at that age aunly on princes of
the blood imperial  The magnificent cathedet of St. Isanc's,
in the Russian capital, 1or years past had not been fitled by a
more vrilliant throng than the one whichattended the solem.-
nities amid which the newly-barn Grand Dake was baptized
at the same font from which, for nearly a hundesd years past,
the hoiy water had been sprinkled on the forehend of his an-
cestors. The whole Imperial family, including the FEmperor
and Empress, and all the Grand Dukes, were present. Most
of the foreign Courts were represented Uy Ministers atiized o
their robes of State, and the officers of the Imperinl Life
Guards were stationed at regular intervals inall parts of the
vast building.  After Alexis wax removed from the baptisiand
font, the Emperar Nicholas kizeed i Jittle wrandson fondly
on the forchead, and then tendeAy evnbruced his son, tie Grand
Duke hereditary, Alexander Nicholajewneh. i

Early iu March, 1853, the Czar disd, heart-broken, sur-
rounded by his weeping family, every membaer of which was
dovotedly attached to him. In the year 1938 the Grand Dike
accompanied his parents to their corenation at Mozcow, aud
was then, for the first time, presented to the assembled repre-
sentatives of the vast Russinn Empire, When his mother,
the pew Empress, a beantiful woman, yet with the truces of
the snfferings she had nndergone for years very macked io her
featares—napprared, surreandad. by her children, and bearing
little Alexiz in her arms, there was such & jovons shout as has
scldors welcomed the scion of an Imperial bouse. Upon the
return of the Imperial family to 8t. Petersburg, the edneation
of the youog prince immediately commeoced.  Two lalivge—
Mme: dé Bernard, a Frenchwomann, and Fradlein von Joliths-
boff, the orphan daughter of a Courland nobleman—weore in-
stalled us his governesses. He proved an apt and tactable
scholar, and not sery many monaths passed befare he was able
to readd Kussian, French and German, and was perfectly abde
to understand any converzaation addressed to him iu either of
those Janguages, ' i

“In 1869 the Grand Dake accompanied his mother to Ger-
many, and afterward went with her to Nice, where his cldest
trother, the Czarowitch Nicholas, was lying dangerously ill,
The Emperor Alexander, the Empress, the Grand Duke Alexis,

“and the affianced bride of the dying Grand Duke; the charm-

ing Princess Dagmar of Denmark, were all present at the
deathbed. TR B

In the year 1862 there occurred an event which exercized n
decisive inflaence upon the mind ned future of the young
Grand Duke. He accompanied his nnele, the Grand Duke
Coustantine, who held the position of Grand Adwmiral of the
Russian Navy, on a trip to the fortress of Sweaborg, 'No sooner
had the frigate on which the Tmperial family made the exeur-
sion reached the open gea than a terrific gale arose, which
Insted nearly eight hours.” Bo far from being frightened at
the fury of thé storm, young Alexis bhehaved like an intrepid
veteran, and, despite the urgent request of his uncle to go to
hix atateroom, he ingisted upon remaining oo deck until the
storm had abated, This eventmade an indelible impression
upon the young Grand Duke's mind, and when he returned to
St, Petersburg he urgently petitioned his father to allow him

~to enter the naval service of hig country and become a sailor,

This request the Emperor Alexander deemed it impossible to
grant, both on account of the delicate constitntion of Alexis,
and of an old tradition said to exist relative to the Iimperial
family of the Romanoffs, to the «ffect that no more than one

~of the princes of the Imperial blood conld hold au active com-

mand.in the Russinn Navy.. The Emperor consolid  this boy,

“however, by appointing -him inspeetor of the Russinn men-of-

war stationed in the seaporte of Finland;© Tt'is trne that this
wad merely an-honadary position; but it -was one which en.
abled youug Alexis to pask & month of each yedr on board a
man-of-war, ] :

The following years in the life of Prinee Alegix Have not
been distinguished by any noteworthy events, tinless it be

that he way present in the year 1866 when the murderous at.
tempt was made upon the life of his Imperial father, which
excited ¥o profound a sensation throughout the civilized world,
Alexis stood .on that memorable occasion  close behind - the
Emperor, L ) :

On another occasion the Grand Duke was ‘énjoying n boat.
ride on Lake Onega, At a very short distance from his barg..
a young Russian nobleman was rowing: his sister in a smalj
skifl.  The young nobile appenred to be unskilful in the man.
agement of hLis oars, and in consequence his fril boat way
capsized,  Without & moment’s hesitation the Grand Duk,
plunged into the. water, and suceeeded, not without greng
diiculty and at much personal perilyin rescuing the yorng
girl.  For this digplay of heroisin he received ® gold medal wy
the hands of . his fathor, the Ewperor, and always proudiy
wears the décoration on gala occasions a3 the neblest whic,
decks his breast, E :

On receiving information that the Geand Duke intended
visiting Mouatreal, His Worship the Mayor telegraphed 1o
Admiral Possict, praying to be informed of the movements of
His Imperial Highness. Oa the 30th alt, His Worship re.
ceived #oreply from the Admiral, expressing his thuoks for
the interest manifested by the Mayor, and promising informa.
tion later on. On the receipt of this information measures
were immediately taken to provide for the reception of th.
Duke,

©n Monday an adjourned meeting of the citigens
Montreal was held, aecording to notice, 8t noen, w the Corg
Exchange. His Worship the Mayor, who occupicd the chair,
saivl that he had telegraphed to Admiml Possiet, stating the
intention of the citizens to entertain the Grand Duoke ton
Vall, If such a form of entertainment wonlid be agrovabie
bim,  He bad received areply that the Grand Duke was very
peaternl for the profered entertainment sod would have n b
pleasure in aceepting it, He bad also received a ropdy tron
Me. Catacazy, the late Busstan Minister, stating that the Grana
ke would be here on the 11th instant, and stay vt the 1oy
whett he would feave for Ottawa, to be the goest of the e
vernor-General, He had telegraphed to Mo Catieazy that the
baadd wonld take place oo the L3th instant, and the ohjeet of
Uie present meeting was ta appoint 8 comuittee to ke ar-
rangemants for the ball,  After s list comprising thy rames
of # large number of citizens, who witl form the general com.
mittee, had been eead, it was moved by B Mathews, Fag oand
seconded by A, Wilson, sy, tial the following penthermey
b appoitted as an Executive Committes to make artnee-
ments tor the ball, decide wpon the prive of telets) &0
Thee Mayor, Siv Geoo Cartier, R Hagh Alan, Sic AT Gade,
JoH, Jnn.'ph, . AL Prentioe, Andrew MeCnbioch, Homeo St
phens, Lo Armstrong, W Tachi, T Workman, Geo K Does
baratz, W. . Drammond. T Davidson, James Stewars, oA

Joyer, Jos, Hickeon, 1 Mathews aod AL Wilson, with powe
to add to their number,

At four o'clock tn the afterneon an informal meeting of the
City Council was held, the Mavor in the ehair, Ater o
discnssion as (o the Lbest manter of recviving the Grand Diawe,
the following gentbanen wore appointed a committes to tmake
atl the arradgeinents nocessary for the proper reception o
the distinpuished visitor, The Mavor, Alderman Reddon,
Alderman Bernacd, Alderman Alexander, Conucillor Betons.
nay, Councillor Stephens, Cocncillor Kay and Couneillos
Lormnger.  [tds probabbe the Gramd Duke will e met by o
deputation feom the Ciry Conmd as the siation on the agrival
of the train, apd ap address proseated L0 him, 16 at nighe,
the firsruen with torches will be the strevts through whicls
the Grand rakse and suite will pass to the 86 Lawreneoe Habl
The Corporation will bave cartiazes waitiog ot the station D
the party. - Dorving the stay of the fGirand Dok he will b
shown abont the clry, and whatever 13 worthy bronghit fo o
notice . The Committee will bave all areanganents perfiet
for his enteriainment daring Jie stay, Besides the balt s
vennd ententninment witl ke place n the Skating Rink on
o of the nighis the Grandd Dukiecond snite are 1o the oy
The ball will, no-diubt, take plave in the St Lawrence Hali|
as s the miost convenent and comtortabls place furan vvent
of the kind, -

N

[ Woittew for the Onnadimg Rinstraged Newa]
BEMINISCENCES OF BERMUDA
DIRCOVERY AN DESORIPTION,

y Capt, M KK,

Bermuda, as a fortress, a colany, and a peison, has boenr o
casiotnlly brought to nottee, A fow years sinee these judamibs
beeame the chief port of call for the steamers that mn the
celobrated Blockade of the & Southern Ports,”
are being turned, under the anspices of the Roval Engineers,
into asecond Gibraltar, and many bundreds of sobdivrs a
daily employed building forts, and otherwise rendering the
islandg tmpregnabide,

and now they

The far-famed Hermudas or Somer's islands, rosting @ Like
Emaombl gemia” on the Atlantic, are situnted in intitwde 227,
aud longitude 33 % West—the former almost corresponling
with that of Madeizaw-and are abont 700 miles from Halifnx,
New York and the West ndies, the nearest land beipg g
Hatreras in South Caroling, ilistant 584 yailes
are wxaid to bave been first discovered in 1627 by Joaz DBor
mudez,.a Bpaniard bat they were pot inhabited antii 1609,
when 8ir George Somers, thrown upou their shored by shije-
weeek, thok possession of the little Arc‘hip:-lugu in the name

These ishunls

af James 1. 8ir Cieorge digd there, bequenthing to the inlunids

the legaey of his name, and the 365 which they are gabd to
namber, have ever since cavefully preserved it, holding, how-
ever, o secondary place (o that of the discoverer, by which thie
little, but widwspread cluster s better known,  To this day
an inseriplion on n'rack on the Bouth shore, bears testimony
to the visit of the shipwrecked knight, - During the civil wars
of Cromweil's protectornte, among the exiles that found their
way there was Waller, thie poet, who daring his tranquil rest
dence wrote n poetical description of the ixlands.

Although by reckoning every diminutive island, the group
maken np 365, there are only seven of magnitide, untted (with
one exception) by bridges—viz., St George, Long Hinl,
Huunilton, Somerset, Watford Boas, Irelnnd,; &c., extending
from North-last to South-Went, in the form of » aliepherd's
crook,  Tho heslthfulnexs and pleasantness of Bermuida in




