“ A'nrintT day and the kindness of x‘ricnﬂs re-
ﬁtorenl cheerfulness to tho heart of our poor hero-
ine, who, after breakfust,' 'joined the ladies round
the social w ork tuble, while' the r'rent]emen took
their guns and strolied out into the ficlds, Clara
read aloud from an interesting Look, and the
- time thus employed, flew so lust that one o clock

himed to the, nstonishment of all. " A servant

& ur. the same moment, cnite ed to announce o’ vis-

nor. \Ilsa T chcm Syke Clnru. ‘enst n: playful

“ Slmpl} b)_ cepmﬂ‘ c'u‘l) hours and mmdln"
eated rooms,” replied Lady Woodford, smiling.
W’ou]d that I could’ do lhc sume," rqmncd

“Pour lml\' how 1 plty )'nu," said Lady \\'ood-
l‘on] ]nuglun'r.
 Spure . your - pity, mv (Ienr, for those \\lm
need its Ihmc come ‘with a ease to-day which
you will say nerits your warmest sympathy. A ?
poor fumily living in the- lilders lune, have been
: burnt out; consisting of a. huwbnml a wife, nml
i sixsmall chlldrcn they’ aro complolclv destitute,
,, ! aned have no-claims on the parish as 1hey are.
I strangers.” o
«1 have heard of them from my son,’ rcphed
Lady \\'ood!‘onl aiid o imost - unworthy pair
the) are; both drunkards, idle, and furever fight-
~‘ ing'and quurr(]lmg with cneh’ other:  On the
\t their cottage was dcalro) ud, they were sit-
; up playing cnrd: when 'some dispute aris-
ingy the woman seized a enn of spirits; and dnsh-
g cd iton the fire, which cnmcd the disaster. z\l‘—
'tor such an account, | do not feel justified in ‘asz
sisting | Lhcm' but-the m:forlumuc children hcln"'
rcnlly OhJE('lS of compussion, we have COIIhld-
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‘she herself \\u.s(le\ oted, she sep.lmtul from her,, ’
. mnlher 50 soon us she bécame oi‘n're, nnd secup 8 n -

“standing these disndvantages, her money had at-

‘1o )unm-' it bpl.‘l)L for her, she begged 'to'deeline

the two eldest ones at school, and the little ones -
with an old dame in the village.”

" 4Well, renlly this is prmoluur" “'ho would
have imagined they were such \\'ncu.lma"’lcturn-
od Miss Sykes. I heard of their distress from
my mnid, und sent them money and elothes,
whicl no doubt will be sold for drink; but 1 have .
stitl another case, my dear, that probnbly youure
not aware of, though I confess you ure always
before me in every act of churity.” .

Miss: Sykes drew a pnper. ﬁ'om hcr pocket, s :
shie spole. [ W hile she is laying it ‘before the con- [

'sxdernuon of Lnd) Waodford, f\\e Wi |llmuoduu=

her morn fully
Shic was the only child of a Tady Svkes, W h«) '
lived ot Bath, and who, wnccmng for her dau
ter the most mnetural aversion, probably be-
cause she thought her vulgar; and felt ashamed of
her in those circles of folly and fashion to w luch

lmmlsome establishinent of hier own ; she was
certainly a very cecentric person, lhou"h not ill
disposeld.  Ornithe contrary, she was (.huntnblu

to the poor and kind to her servants; her princi- -
pal peculiuvities were o contempt, or a pref etended -
contempt, for the lords of the ereation, and aha-
bit of spenking Ler mind teo freely to people,’
and thereby giving them offence. ' In person she
wns more odd-lonking thain pluin, increased pro- -
bubly by her dressing in.the extreme of fashion, L
however ontré that fushion might be, " Notwith- - |- »-' :

teneted - many admirers, \vl)nsé protestations of
love she treated with the utmost scorn. - To an
Trish fox hunting baronet, w ho had run out his
fortune in riot and dhslpuuon, und who was
more importunate than the rest, she replied :

“ TlmL she felt gratel ful for his preference, butas
-gha -was nenlmr foml of dl‘lnkmg, humm-v nor
hmsc rucing, nnd l’“— wrred speudmrr he '

the honor he mlondctl to confer upon ll(.‘l‘.‘ To
a “widower with, six children, who' "cnelousl)
told her she llll"ht retain five “thousand puun(l »
in her own hnml:. if she sottled the' rest’ upnn

lum. she said: .+ Thut she wus obh-'cd to lnm :




