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fion ofsuch powers. Iis autiritv is at the same time his rethffil
The Christian Governor hia no right t presibe gainst the knowid
Jaw of God, contained in his written word. And' that very lawi
which'has pîrocla.imcl, tlait '- Kings shall be the nursing -fathers
and Queens the nursing miothers" tf liis Church; thuat they are tf
protect and dherish *it vitlh the suprenie powers with- wlicl they
are invested ; lias pronounced, that it is His Church, ta which
they are ta afford their fostcring aid ; tIat it as Suprenie temporal
Rulers, thev are to niniter support and that it i, ta the Reli-
gion, which God prescribes, ti/at support is ta le supplied.

The Sovereign, theu is, in the firt insiante, witlhheld fron the
exercise of functions purely spiritual; because thise are, by the
divine authority, confeired upon an order of men, seiipart, by a
special commission irom our Lord hinsel, to preach his religion,
and ta administer his sacraments ; u commission, whuich ilot only
conferred those povers on his first chosen fullowers, but secured
their transmission ta an authorised ministry, by a legitiikè suc.
eession, throughout~al the ages of his Church. From the exercise
of these functions, then, or the bestowing the capacity foi exeriise
them, the Sovereign is restrained. This is a matter of Divine in-
stitution. The Civil Magistrate can neither'confer, nor exerdise,
the sacred function. To him belongs not the power of order. ile
cani neither execute, nor qualify any ta execute the miristration
of the word and the sacranenté. He caniot change any thingi
which God's law lias clearly determinued and prescribed. All those
spiritual functions, in a word, vhich were possessed by the Apos-
ties, and by those whom they comnissioned, are withheld by the
Divine appointment from the jurisdiction of the Sovereign, and
confined ta that class of men whon God ordained to succeed theni
in his Church. These are flromn a commission higher than human,
and therefore no human pou er can be permitted ta usurp thern,

Again, the Sovercign cannot prescribe in flavour i' a religiont
that denies the riglht of private judgmuuent, and tlhat exercises a do-
mninion over conscience. Being bound ta employ a free judgment
upon the written word of God, ii. uder ta ascertain thiat what le
proposes for the instruction of bis people is not Inconsistent with
that word, he cannot deny to theu the same fi'-eedom of inquiry.
The law of God is itselt the law of libertv. le will there finid
nothing ta coerce conscience. An early Father has said, " it be-
]ngs not ta rcligion ta firce religion." The language of the Gos-
pel more powerfuully proclaims the sanie. The Sovereignu, vho
obeys the Clristian law, cannot establishi a religion whicim main-
tainsthe contrary. Such a religion lie nust kuoiv not ta be the
religion of the Gospel. And therefore every form of' religiou,
belief, that contains within it principles subversive of the righit of
private judgmnent, he nust disclaim as an auxiliary of the State.
On the ground ai' religious liberty, lie must indecd grant eten to


