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The steady growthî of the Proprietary
Aiticles Trade Association is a mîatter of
sincer. congratulation to those cleitîasts
whto handle protitless patent mtedicines.
Mti of the pincipail druggists have
absoltitely refused to budge fron the posi-
tion of chaiginîg the full price, but have
felt it keenîly whlen tieir customters have
remîarked that the brother pill lower down
the street ontlv charges so mîîucli, and itnti-

iate their intention of trading ttere. Ili

respect to Soue thirty proprietaries, the
position, thanks to the P.A.T.A., is now

together changed, and one has no fear
that a custoier mîîay go elsewhere and
obtain themî cieaper. No better uroof of
the reail value of lte association%'s work

couild be produced thai thie hysterical

state to which il lias aleady reducecd onte
or two of the principail cutting companies.
Boots' druig stores are to be found in the
midland cotunties to the extent of soute
forty siops, anîd Day's southern drug stores
occlir pretty freely in London, and on tle
south coas-t. Both of these are already
feelinîg sick, and one ias Ihit uîpon lte

novel expedient of getting the public to

sign a petition to iaitufactuirers not topjoin
the association. There is no doubt tilat
if the mîovemuîent is to be really effective it

vill have Io win uitîci greater support
froni the largest proprietary imnaitufacturers
It is rather dispiriting to find that several
of the firmis tihat protested their objections
to cutuing-, onily a few vears ago, are not
vet ou the list of supportrers. Mary are
doubtless on the fence, and a good deal
will depend uipon the attitude of chemîîists
towards the mîovemîent in the course of
the next twe!ve mtontls. So far ite
cliciists have been by no means too eut
thusiastic towards ai titdietlaking fraied
eutircly in ticir interests, and which cai-
not possibly do lheim htari.

The naie of 31r. Lioinel Laurance, late
principal of lite Opical Inistitute, is well
kiown to alI readers of Tu.xi.us
i)nu'usr, and thev will dotihles. be in-

terested to learn liat Mr. Laurance is
iow in London, and is giving lis special
course of instruc:lon oit opies in Nlessrs.

J. Raphiael &- Co.'s establishment, pî
Clerkewciiell road, E.C. I iear fioi
Messrs. RahIae litait quite a large nîumîu-
lier of cheniîists have cntered tiheir namnes
for ite course, and soon il is expected tiat

tlie optical business will form a profitable
addition to mtany a pharitacy. I iay
mention that Messrs. Raphael & Co. were
recently turned out of their old premlîises
in Oxford street, W., by the new Central
London Railway, and have acquired mîuci
larger and more convenient premnises in
the Clerketiwell road. Here the manu-
facturing work is carried on side by side
with lte execution of special prescription

work. it speaks well for their enterprise
t hat tbey shouldhave promîptlysecured Mr.
I .aurance ain his arrivai in England fron
Canada, where the opticail trade bas been
blought to a high degree of scientilie ex-
cellence. \miitiim franies are one of
the latest improvetnents in indies' lor-
gnettes, introduced by Messrs. Raphiael,
and the samte ietal is being used in opera,
marine, and field glasses. Their new
sight test-caje, containing spherical glasses
and also single lenses, ii a coipilete out-
lit for those entering the optical business,
and is supplied in solid walnut, liied with
satin, at the imtoderate puice of $a.

Ani interesting question is raised by a
Midland chemtist, Mr. R. ). Gibbs. on
Il ow to arrive at dispensing charges."

Ii a cogent and thoughtfui paper lie runs
a-tilt against ail established mîethods and
charges, and boldly stuggests that every
prescription shouid be charged on ils
ierits. That is, according to the time,

inaterial, and apparatus empffloyed. There
is a good deal of sound sense in his re-
imlarks that in iany instances the dose
systemn of charging is unfair, and may bc
classed with the unsatisfactory miethbod
emipfloyed by niedical mîen to arrive a.
tleir charges. viz., based upoin the rentai
of lte patient's bouse. It ias often
seened to ne tiat tiis unsatisfactory
arrangement uf prices is of far greater im.-
portance tian chemists imagine. It is niîo
ie.rely a question of getting as mîîuch as
you can-buy in the cieapest narket and
sell in the dearest is a good old-faliionied
formula. But is that what we are doing
whieii we make our dispensing charges
suit tle neighborhood ? At any rate, if
somte simipler plan couild be devised tiliat
wvoild appeal to te intelligce of the
public, a good step would have beei made
towards solvig the probleimt of dispenîsimg
by doctors. At the present moment a
louselolder bas to choose ietween a
visit fromn a doctor with iedicine thrown
iii, as it were, at $i a tinie, and a 75.cent

feu 1 the iedical mia, with 50 cents to

the druggist for physic. Naturally, ie
prefers the forer arrangement, althouglh
le is willing to agree tait it is not the
best.

Whiy situld mîîedicated lozetg-s still
enîcumîber terb>armiacopîi ia? is a question
thait might well be directed to the Medicail
Courncil. It is supreimely absurd that
pige after page should be takei up witli
wretchîed formuh denoting to a fraction
of a grain ihe quantity of sugar and pow-
dered gum acacia to be contained im a
lozenge. If anything of tihe kind is re.
qutired at all, of which I lave doubts, il
would surely suffice to indicate tle mîedi-
cilai strengtlh alone. low muîany Eng-
lish.speaking retail phariacists ianufac.
titre a single lozetge fron one year's eid
to the other? And, in spite of the B.P.,
we ail know that nost of the so-called
B.P. lozetges can iardly claimi to have.
been niade in strict accoîdance vith the
lutter of lthe fornula. Since the consid.
crable advance in price of Soudan gui
acacia, nearly ail the lozenge-makers have

favored the otier varieties, and, as there is
no real reason why they should not, it
only goes to confirn any contention that
confectionery might be deleted from the
ncw B.P.

''he Bovril deal is.causing a good deal
of comment, and will give the concern an
excellent advertisenent. Briefly, il con.
sists of an offer of Mr. E. J. Hooley, or
Dunlop tire fame, to buy UI) the Bovril
Companv, lock, stock, and barrel, for the
sum of $o,ooo,ooo, and, as a guarantee
of good faith, $ýoo,ooo bas already Iteen
paid. As the $5 shares are quoted at
about $25, it will be seen that they are
already valuîable pro)erty. But Mr.
HIooley's sciemte is to refloat the coi.
pany at the advanced sum of$a2,ooo,ooo,
the difference between the two figures go
ing mlto sonebody's pocket after expenses
aire paid. There wiil be a rearrangenent
of capital, the creation of debentures, de-
ferred and preferred shares, etc., and
Lord Piayfair will not appear anongst
the new directors. It is not so very nan>
years since I renenber sending back a
suppiy of Johnstone's Fluid Beef as un.
saleable-there being practically no de-
mand. 'hen, one fine mtorning, \r.
Johnstone registered the word iovril,"
and nrceeded to make it known by suip.
plying hot-water cans of elegant shape to
stand on small gas stoves, so that hot
bovril could je supplied at any time.
This caught on imnensely, and a judi-
ciuus amount of adveruising, with a fair
sprinkling of improved invalids' prepara.
tions, bas done the rest.

Wlày do not the enterprising niakers of
tin boxes attempt to secure the ordinary
druggist as a custoner, but leave him to
the tender iercies of the wholesale
houses ? Mainy chemists would prefer to
supply Seiditz. powders in titi boxes, cam.
phorated chalk, carbolic powder, etc., if
ite could buy the decorated tins at a rea-
sonable figure. If he appeails to the
inakers, they blandly offer to make hin
six goss, but they wil not make a stock
article and keep it for the trade. Of
course, tie demand of the drug trade is
siiall conpared with sote trades; thus the
naker of the smali decorated titis for car-
rying compressed tablets in the pocket
supplies tlem an vastly larger quantities
to the drapers as a receptacle for pins,
etc. Still, there is rooiî for a little enter-
prise in tiis cornection, and the druggist
would suppot the u ght articles, I am
sure.

One of the partners im a large depart-
tment store in New York city, that bas
achieved success by ils progressive ineth-
ods, gives this as a recipe for gettmig rici

Tile surest road to success is to be
honest, and alit men vili trust you ; hon-
orable, and ail mnci wiIl believe im you ;
imdustrious, anid aIl mei will have confi-
dence in you ; .just, and all ien wili
admire you. Be alert ; save a part of
what you earn, so as to be always in-
dependent ; store your mind with useful
knowledge, and the world is yours."


