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FTRANCE,

i:duor BrITISHE AMERICAN FRUSBEYLIIAN

. Dean Siry—I proposed, in a nole accom-
former lettex, to write you from
and now I pro-
. tecfto fulfily promise. T do not propose
! givo you nn necount of my travels, but
¢ simply to etato such fncts and oireumstances
‘ag struck royself, and may furnish mo with
Eau opporfunity of making such romarks as

panying my
‘theContineut of Europe,

[may intorest and instruct your readors.
i One of tho first things which strike
iCanadian, in procceding from Ilavre
iDParis, is the long rows of pollards in

Egardens and fields. A tree with its head
feut off, and the stemn ronderod more gnarled

land ugly by the frequent lopping o of

{brauches, is e very unsightly object, and X

@ontvibutons and Govesprondents

e+ ——— N A B ST N S

Cour do Tion  But vhat ia the use of all
this? For the preaching of the Gospol,
which ought to constitute the most impor-
tant part of tho Christinn Service, it is vory
il} noapted ; but for ancordotal procossions.
snd the nourishing of & aort of superstitions
awe, the form of the Gothie Cathoedral is
admirably adapted, and for this probably
it was mainly intended. Thevo is anothoer
chureh in Rouen, that of $t. Orien, superior
to tho cathedral in size and besuty, and
only inferior to it in wealth of antiguo and
historie tonuments.

Of Taris I oan hardly venture to spesk
but this remamk I may hazard, thet it is
only in regard to its palaces and publio
monuments that it is suporiov to all other
cities, and theso, I think, ave unvivalled-
And one thing ought to ba gratefully men.
tioned, to the honor of tho French nation,
the perfect froedom with which strangers

8 0
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bronze doors, thirty-thres feot in haght, by
sixtoon and a-half in width, with figures i
bas-roliof, illustrating the Ten Command.
meonts. Tho dlustration of the Tenth Cora-
mandment is vory grand, truly subhimre,
The subjoot is Elijuh denouncing Aliab and
Jezobol for the covoting of Naboth's vine.
yard and the subsequent murder of s
owner, 'The figure of the,prophet standing
on o high rack, withjoutstrotohed arm, de-
nouncing the doom of the guilty pair, is
solemn and impressive. Ahab kimself,
standing below, appents conseienco-smitten,
whilst oven the hardenel Jezuldl locks
cowed, I believe the whule would well xe

pay o careful study, but it would require &
Iadder to oxamine them.

What! I often thought wheu examining
these grand produotions of human genils,
what is the use of all this vast expeuse of
thought and money, of labor and skil!

however, omit noticing its mngniﬁcont'a room cloven feet equare, all of stona(

The batii, with the exceptiot: of a ledge of
atone about n foot broad, is the floor, and
to that you descond by threo stono steps.
The dopth may ho & foot and a-hall. And
when this is filled with warm water, you
can casily concorve how heated the atmos-
phere becomes, In some enges, tho bath is
not filled, and then tho patient sits ona
stool, and gots simply the douche; but in
most enses it i3 filled, and after continning
fifteen or twonty minutes, or half an hour,
a3 tho case mny be, the doucheur, or,in the
case of ladies, la doucheuss, commences
rubling, and nibbling, and shamposing, and
wmoving the affected juints. In some cases
thore are two Jonoheurs, or doucheusos.
After all this manipulation the ladies are
wrapped up like & mwnmy in o blanket,
placed in o sedan chair, and carried to their
ludgings, where they ave lifted into & bed,
atd allowed to remain half an hour in that

after mid-day; but at the principal hours
of service thore ara stalls noay the church-
door, and beside its very wally, for the sale
of thoos and drapory, small wares and
soods, I have seon shops enough opon In
T.ondont op Sabbath, and incohanics pursu-
wyg their vecation in the stroots of Paris,
on that day, but nover till I came here did
I seo stalls set up near the church-door, and
buying and selling zoiug on without, while
the servics was going on within, Of for
ono with & scourge of small cords to drive
these sellors nway from the courts of the
tomple.

1iere, as i othor Romau Catholic coun-
trios, the Blessed Virgin s o principal object
of idolatrous veneration among the people.
Hore sho hes obtained fn now title.  They
have named her Our Lady of the Waters,
and an elegant slniite has been erected to
fier honor on the roadside above the town.

Lconcluded that there mustbe some practieal
§object in treating the trees in thus manner,
"put what that wns did not at fivst oceur to
. me, and it was not till passng through
‘tho forost of St. Germmn that the truth
! flashed upon me. Thoro I saw bunches of
E,smnll branches, cut to a regular length and
tied up, bemdes piles of miserablo, small
_cordwood, such asa Canadian would think
fit only for kindling the five. Theso pol-
lards, then, avo cultivated for the fagots, of
“which they farnish a crop every two or
three years. Tranes has o dry, genial cli-
mate, else such firowood as I saw would bo
L of little avail, and during the month or two

are permitted to visit its magnificent pal-
nees, grand wuseums, pietnre gallories, and
botanical and zoclogient gnrdens. Al per-
sons have free access to these magnificent
places, where o mueh may bo learned, £ad
go much enjoymont obtained. Fortunstely,
only a very small part of the Touvrs, and
that the least important, suffered from the
savagery of tho Communists, bub the
blackened walls of tho Tuilleries, in its im
medinte neighborhood, still present a torri-
blo monument of their fiorco vandalism.
T4 is ourious to observe the words, Liberte,
Egalite, Fraternite, paintedin Inrgo lotters
on many paxts of the Liouvre, and, indeed,

Protected by tlus ehrine is o gilded figure
of the Virgin and Child, and on eaca side
aro suspended cratclies and sticks—tho vo.
tve.otfurings of persons cured by the nval-
g woters, Tho readers of Horace will
remember an allusion to something similar
m one of lus odes—the vetive offerings of
persons pieserved from shipwreck, hung up
in tlie temple of Neptune.

What has ail this done for,France ? The
people asked for bread, audthe priests atid
rulers gavo thom o stone, Yos, there was
& tino when the people of France hungered
for tho bread of ifo, and they gave them
magmficent stones. DBut tlus stone food
could not satisfy tho longings of an iinme -
tal soul. It did not enlighten their under-
standings, or enlarge their knowledge, or
improve their morals, or humble and soften
their hearts. It simply amused them. and
then stifled their longings for the bread of
life. Byo and bye thoy woro reduced o o
state of spiritusl apathy, and at last siimu

coadition, wlen they are relieved from their
packmg, and remain at least another balf
hous in bed, to encourngo porspiration, As
an evidonce of the estimation in which these
bathis are held, it may be mentioned that
last soason they were visited by upwards of
11,000 persons.

The people of this town and neighbowr-
hood nre quiet, orderly, and obliging, and
with: the exception of n fow me.hanics in
the town, thoy are chiefly employed ia
agrioulture. Thobottom lands of the valley
are, to a large extent, used as meadows,

The prophiet Ezekiel had to dig through
the wall beforo he could see tho worst forms
of idolatry about the temple of Jerusalsm,
but hore there is no concoalment. The

selves from ita severity.

The Valley of the Seine is an excoedingly
fertilo, benutiful, and interesting country.
T traveiled along its courso,from its embou-
chuwe at Havre till it becomes o brook in
the-mt gnificont conntry of the Coto a4’ Or,
and was charmed with the beauty of the
geenery and wealth of resources, which are
overywhore apparvont. From deundations
on tho hillsides I conld sea that the country
has on s sort of mnrly chalk, with Jime-

gtone often appearing, which accounts

the fertility of the soil, and its admirable
ailaptation to fruit trees, and ospecinily the
vine. I saw-no indications of high scien-
tific culture, and yet the land is, in most
piaces, cloan, and carefully labonred. DBut
thero is the want of the grand cornfields,
which are the glory of Britain and Canada,
and the pasture lands and green slopes,
adorned with flocks of sheep and herds of
cattle. Ihavonodoubt that the sub-division
of Trance among Somo seven millions of
. proprietoxs is tho cause of this. The hold-
ings of most of the proprictors are conse-
quently small, and in many places, over &
large extent of country, thore is an utter

want of fences. Henco nota cow is to

seen grazing lin the fields at this season,
though you may often sea cows, as woll as
oxen, drawing in the waggon or plough,
and two or three sheop foeding in somo
places which the plough cannot reach, and
led with & ropo by an okl womau or girl,
I presume that the cattle are chiefly fed in
the stall, or yard, oxcept among {ho moun-
tains, s on the Alps hore, where they are
sont out in suminer to pasture at large.
There appears to be no want of individual
effort among the French farmers, but there
does appear to be n want of that skill winch
would enable fhem to tun their labor to

the best account.

Nermandy is a superb country, and Iam

% of veally cold weathor which thoy have in
" that country thoy must sufler a good denl
from coldl, as wood is scarco and deat, and
the houses not provided with doubloe doors
and windows, so that if we Canadians have
a storner climate, wo have in owr grand
forests abandant means of sheltering our-

on most of the public buildings, and oven
the churches of Paris. And the present
authoritics havo acled wisely i lething
them alone ; but they are a shadow, andno
moro. France, in its presont state, is unilt
for rational liberty. Tho salt was driven
out of the land by tho rovocation of the
Edict of Nantes, and TFrench socioty has
over sinco boon festering in o state of moral
corruption. Anntelligent Paris pastor ro-
marked to me that * Franco 1s Athoist.
Tins may bo true of the large cities, but I
do not thunk it applies to the rural popula-
tion, who aro still, to a Iarge extent, undex
the influonce of the priests. No country
has ever had more avdent aspiations after
liborty than Franes, aud none has saffered.
moro in its' offorts to obtnin it. You sco
-takens of this overywhere. On the coins of
the old Republic you may seo the same in-
vorite inseription, Liberte, Lgalite, Frater-
nite, and three figures, intended to repre-
sont these ideas, and on the coins of the
present Republie, struck in 1872, you muy
sec the same legend and the same figures.
But though liberty may be obtained, and
fraternity flourish, equality can never con-
tinne among men; and they who dream
abunt it.show that they neither understand
what true liberty is, nor haw it is to be ob-
tained and retalucd amon men.

for

The first chrrel which T visited in Paris
was that of St. Germain L-Auxerrois, in
{he neighbourhood of the Louvre. It wns
from the belfry of this church that the sig-
nal was sounded, and responded to from
thoe Palais Royal, for the commencement of
the massacre,on the eve of St. Bartholomew,
98rd August, 1672.  The bells of this church
tolled during the wholo of that terrible
night. It was tho scene of a great not in
1881, .when overything within it was des-
troyed by aninfuriated mob ; but though it
was ropaired, and reopened for public wor-
ship in 1837, nothiug can wash away from
Popery and the French Monarchy the stain
of the guilt connected with that ehureh. T
oxamined moro or leas carefully the churches
of St. Eustache, Notre Dame, iie Madel
c¢ine, and the Panthcon, all nngnificont
buildings, and illustrious as works of art.

be

Iated to infidolity and madness.

Thoro is ono churels which I visited with
more pleasure, and in which I worshipped
on Sabbath. I mean that usually ealled
aitbout, from o streot of that name in the
noighbourhood of which it is. It is one of
the oldest Protestant places of worship in
Paris, and'on the day on which I was thore
servico was ably conducted by Pastox Fiach.
1 was much affected by the singing of one
of thio hymns, whioch spoke of the dissolu-
tion of Zion, whon I thought of what the
grand French Protostant Church once was,
to which wo owe so much, and coutrasted

and irrigated with success. Whore tho 1
i high, patches of rye, whea$ and potnto’oﬁ
may be seen. There are no large farms,
and the proporties socom too saall to admit
of the best modes of cultivation. Manure
is often carried into the fiolds in baskets
rosting on the shoulders, to which iwo
long sticks ave attached, by which the car-
yier holds, and.this operation is often per-
formed by women. Ono day I saw two men
and a women, with two oxen and two edwa,
all engaged in directing and drawing one’
plough. There i3 no want of industry
among the people, but their labor is, i
many cases, ill-direeted. The fields are

that with what (it has now becowio. And
agan, another hymn s@\ruck me much,which
spoke of the people nskiug bread, and they
govo therm feles. TMits church, though not:
full, was respectably filled, and the worship
conducted much as among owrselves. The
ninister woro neither gowa nor binds.
AMr. Fisch belongs to tho  Union des Eglises
Evangeliques,” which is doing a good work
1 spreading the Gospel in France.

Instead of making superficial remuarks on
tho country through wluch I passed rapidly
from Pars to Aix les Bauns, I ihink it better
to reserve the space which you may allow
me for that place, where I lhave now re-
wmamed s month, and about wluch, conse
quently, L am abio to say something from
porsonnl observation. Aix is a beautiful
little town, situated in a lovely mountain
valley, bounded on the east and west by
outlying spurs of the Alps. It is cight niles
from Chambery, the old capital of Savoy,
which stands at the head of the valloy, just
whero the chain of the high-Alps begins.
This valley lies 800 feet above the lovel of
the sea, and is sheltered from almost overy
wind, so that it presents one of the fnest
localities for delicato persons. Tiako Bour-
get runs for ten miles along the base of the
mountain which bounds it on the west—Cat
mountain, as it is ealled—and over the
{ ghoulder of which Hannibal is supposed'to
havo led hisarmy. Aix has been celebrated
for its Thermal Springs since the time of
the Romans, by whom thoy were ealled
Aque Gratianne. Thero is still a Roman
arch heve, in pretyy good preservation, a

|

olean and well-wrought, but from the un-

corst ovils of Popory are exposed, in the
cst public places, to thesight of aill.  Tho
day before yostorday, I visited Chambory,
.and.by tho public way, on o hillside above
tho town, theroe is & spot enclosed by an iron
railing, and there, in tho centre, i3 a statue
of our Saviour taken down from the Cross,
tho-body supported on & woman's Iap. On
‘pither sidle of this central group is a figure,
probobly monnt to represent the Apostle
John and Mary Magdalene ; and on each
gido of these figures aro stones with litile
crosses upon them, resembling ordinury up-
right tombstones, with the following in-
seriptions in French. On the first the in-
geription, translated into English, reads

gkilful methods employed, tlie amount of
lebor vequired would never do in Canada.

The vine-is extensively cultivated on the
rising grounds. On tho uplands the plants
are cut down every year, to o height of
about a foot or eightoen inches 'from the
ground. In many instances, herdly any of
the new wood is left. These stumps are
divided generally into two or threo stems,
about half tho thickness of a man’s wrist,

thus: * His Holiness, Pope Pius IX., by
o brief dated 18th May, 1806, has accorded
in porpetuity, to the faithful of bath.sexes.
800 days of indulgence, every time that
thoy shall recite, with a contrite henrt, ba-
fore this eross, 5 paters, 6 aves, and 5 gloria
paters, with powar to apply this indulgence
to tho souls in purgatory.
* Holy Mary Magdalen, pray for us ”

The inscription on the socond isas fullows :

and the wholb plant is tluckly covered with
moss, which serves, I prosume, to protect
it from the cold, Sometimes, on each di-
vision of the stump, a prece of new wood,
about an inch long and with one eye, 18
loft. A month ago nothmg was to bo scen
but thoso black, dead-looking stumps. On
oxamining them closely, however, o week
after, I saw the buds beginning to burst, and
now the shoots axe from two to six inches
long; and in many instances the embryo
bunchj of grapes, or raisin, is distinetly
formed. Theso vines aro left to take their
chance in winter, and though the coldis
often sovere, and with no covering of snow,
they seem to take no harm. The Iatitude
of this place is about tho samo as that of
Montreal, but then the valley is 800 fect
abovo sen levol. and some of the vineyards
must aseend 100 feot above that.

On tite lower grounds vines are trained
on posts connected with fencing wiro; but
thesoe aro laid down on the earth in winter,
and covered with earth a foot thick. Inthe
moro Southern parts of Canadn I do not
soe whythe vine might not be successfully

+His Emineunce, Monscigneur AlexisBillet,
Cardinal Archibishop of Chambery, in
blossing this cross, and the statues which
gurround it, on Sablath, 6th August, 1865,
has accorded in perpetuity to all the faith-
ful 100 days of indulgence, every time that
they shall recite devoutly bofore it, one pa-
ter, ono ave, and one act of centrition,with
power to apply this indulgence to the souls
in purgatory.”
# Holy Johu tno apostlo, broy ior us.’

These inseriptions afford an illustration
of the intellectual condition to which Po-
pery, wherever it has its own way; will re-
duco any people. Lot us be thankful for
the privileges which we evjoy, and not ouly
@ *7 and endeavor to transmitunimpaired
t Lostenty tho precious privilege of relig-
wus'liberty and mtelligonce, which our fa.
thors purchrsed with their blood; but let
us endeavor to enlighten those who are in
darkness, and communicate to them the
same blessings which wo enjoy. No dounbt
these are grand public works, the fruits of
a long-continued civilization, in Euvope;
but they have had 2,000 years to do their

cultivated in the samo manner. DBubit may
bo questioned whother this would bo any
advantage. Itas often said, that i wine-
producing countries thero is httlo drunkesn-
ness. 'This is n mmstake. Last week here,
on the oceasion of thie drawing of conseripts
for the Commune, thera was drinking
enough. I wasawakened earlym the mor-
ning by vociferous singing, and on locking
j out, saw six young men huked together,
and smging along the street at tho top of
their voices. And throughout the day,
young men, in smalt groups, might be seen,
singing, tco, roanung about the stroets.

The-poople "here are, X suppess, the de-
seondants of the very man whom .tho old
Dukoes of: Savey: -oreployed to hunt down
the Waldenses, and obstruet the progress:
of the trath ot Gonovs, They, howover,
wero not thio most culpable pavties. Thiey
wero what the priests had made them, and
did theic bidding; and though naturally.
pmisble and o1z humanized now, thay
aro still very. muelr-what: tho pricats hinvo
.mado thom, .Aund moat diligent $hoso priests
are in troiniug the children, wéek-dny and
-Sabbgil.  Opa roquires to live in nplace
li}wuﬂxis,to 500 whab Pgperyiranlly ia. On

Of Notro Damo I would say that, though | teraplo of Diana, now utilized for public
itg sculptured front is rich and elegant, and offices, and p museum. It is diffieult to say
its proportions grand and imposing, it is of this building what is really ancient, and
never to bo compared to York Minstor for what modernized. My own impression is,
sublunity ; and for grandeur of concoption | that nothing but the crypt is in its original
and simple eleganco of beauty, it is vastly eondition.

infeyior to St. Paul's, of London. Asto

tho Pantheon, 1t 18 a handeome bwlding, the i
reproduction, I suppose, of somo Greok 01“}
Romaun templo. A strange namo for a i
Christian Church thus, and yet not so mnap- Talirenhieit, and the other at o temperature
propuiate, whero tiio worslup of the Snints of 118, and both tugether dischargo more
constitutes so large a portion of the sorvice. | than 1,000 galleus of water pér minnte.

1 twico visited thio Clnireh of the Madelerne, | 'Tho bathing egtablislunent connected with
certainly ono of tho most beautiful speci- thesoe springs is very estensive, and one of
meons of modern architecture. 1 use the 3 tho monst parfect in Buxope. Tha whole is
word beautifal advisedly ;-for I do not think undor the direction aud controlof- Gevern:,
thero i3 anytliibg sublimo it -the -gonéral’| ment, and there is a'larga slaif of well-edu-

concdption, or impozing i the general ap: ‘ cated medieal men connected witli it, Tere
penrance, of the building, but it is funitiessly y are bathstof oyery kind and size, frony the
bonutifal, and;the dotails are perfection. 1t.| sunple -doucho to the swimming bath.
g bomtn ag a-Christian : Churel- i 1764, *Therd is 6ne down stairs, i what-iscalled
but tié building was suspended by thoye- |  Divigio d'enfor,” which I qeensionally
olulion.of"1780; Napoléon, howover; hoL | visit, but inwliigh T iave never-ventyred-fo-
,,i,t_..ﬁnislllqd,nsn tomploof'gloryg.\lejlgtsnouis indulge in the luxury of a batl:. Tho sul.
X VIIL hadit -restorad in*1816 to itsiorig- | plyucsus vapof Whigl Tgsues forth when the
idntilestinatids. Time %ill not pe-thit mo § dogr is opdned 'is, enough, fox me. Bugl,
{td Abdaribe ils mnguificont Corinthiin col- Lihpligvo that, afs udiepausly takon, at; would:

work, whilst Upper Canada has {not had
much more than 60 to do hers. And when
1 thank of what has been done, in that short
perivd of & mation's history, X cannot but
admire the energy and skill of tho people
who have accomplished so much in so shoré
a time. And if the young men who &roe to
soon take the place of their fathers be ani-
mated by the samo spirit, and exert the
sato persovermg indushy, aud enjoy tho
same blossing:of Almighty God, what may
not be accorplished in anothexr 60 years?
It is'my caruest prayer, that all the pecple,
in thei; several sphieres, may faithfully do
thewr daty to thar God, to their counntry,
and to themsolves ; and if 80, we may rea.
sonably hopo that Canada will aghisve
gicater things than Lurope fhas .yeob done,
aud become one of the happiest .and most
influentint countrzed m the world.
W. B.C.

Aix Lies Bams, Savoy, Fraunce,
Apnl 30, 1874

not surprised that our ol Norman kings
were oxceedingly partial fo it irrespoctive
" of its being their native couubry. To &
_ Tiower Cavadian it is specinlly interesting,
. as being tho laud from whioch the early sot-
tlers of Canada, including Jacque Cartior,
came. Here you may still see the type of
the Lower Canada cart, and the finest |
specimens of what we coll the Canadinn
horse—the Percheron lisrso of Normandy.
I saw & pair of them once in an omnibus
in Paris, not only perfect spacimens of the
Norman horse, but admirablo specimens of
the horse mself. Everywhere throughout
. the grand country, so vich in natural ve-
| sourees, one sces ovidences of an okl eivili-
L zation. Tlns is specrally ovident. in the
¢ities and towns,where specimons of antique
‘architecturo aro overywhero fo be seen.
“The old Cathedrpl of ‘Touen i embicndly
Xworthy of o visit, It is of greab sizo ant
{ onornivus hoight. Thoro are two aisles on
onch mido of tho nave, which is about 90
Teot high. Theso aro. all vaulted, and the.
enormous pmrs'whiéh sipport t]xé'gmfnod,
‘arches, you can camly gupposo, qégupy o
Tatge:amount of spoce. Thereris plonty of
etained. glass.in - tho.windows; msany side,

™lero are two spriugs, Loth impregnated
with sulpliur, and one of them containing,
n good deal of alnm  This latter issues
from the earth, ot 5 temperature of 118

You ecannot tell the sizo of n floyer by
the size of itsseed. Nay, & grain.of mus'
|} tord soed * jsindoed 'the !o‘zis? of all seeds,
jbut Whed it 1s growm: it is tho greatest

. T ; . ) RN = .amon b3, T lies in
ehapels, ‘plotutos, {ombs- aid- statudy, and ‘onados, oF exquisito-statites..af the. Samie:h b -xhyaluablo 20 -rheuthatie: ‘tomplawd, |- Sobbath  Ehore jsisorvice eriough going ou \ﬁ'}ﬁgarigﬁi‘ghog gi!;tﬁfxgiﬁﬂa?ia;% g:z?
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