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when he had pitched his tent at Shalem,
“eorccted there an altar, and called iv I31-
Ebloe Isrenl,” which signifivs, thut 1t was
dedicated to God, the God of lsreal, By
this meana he bore witness to the true God;
and taught the heathen around him divine
knowledye, and acceptable worship, The
same things were repeated when he re-
turned to Bethel “And Jucob came to
Luz, which is in the land of Cunnan, thatis
Bothel, he and all the people that were
with him: and he built there an altar, and
culled the place El-Bethel, the house of
God.

It is pleasing and iustructive tolook ovor
the history of these primitive saints. 1o
all the wanderings of their pilgrimuge, they
set God  before them.  Wherever (heir
tents were spread, there was a house for
God and for his worship; there the altar
was crected, the eacritices were offered,
and prayers and praises were presented.—
Among whatever people they sojournced,
they ncted as witnesses for God, and in-
structors of mankind. They lived in com-
munion with God, kept his precepts, and
obeyed his holy will; and while they thus
lived upon the carth, they had an eye to
the recompense of reward, and looked for
a city, which hath foundation, whose buil-
der and founder is God.

If woe turn from the patriarchs to their
descendants, after their deliverance from
Egept, we sce the duty of demestic religi-
vus duty enforced upon them.,  After they
were formed into a church and kingdom,
God gave them this commund: “ tear, O
sracl: The Lord our God is one Lord, and
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy might.  And these words which 1
command thee this day, shall be in thine
heart: and thou shalt teach them diligently
unto thy children, and shalt tlk of them
when thou »ittest in thine house, and when
thou walkest by the way, nud when thou
lieat down, nud when thou risest up.  And
thuu shalt bind them for a sign upon thine
hands, and they shall be as fronets be-
tween thine eyes: and thou shaly write them
upon the posts of thy house, nud on thy
gates.”  “And when thy son asketh thee
in time to come, saying, What mean the
the testimonies, and the statutes, and the
Judgments, which the Lord our God hath
copnnanded you? Then thou shalt say
unto thy son, Wo were Pharaoh's bond-
men in Egypt; and the Lord brought us out
of Egypt with x mighty hand: and the Lord
showed signs and wonders, great and sore,
upou Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon ali
his houschold, before our eyes: and he
bronght us out from thence, that he might
bring us in, to give us the land which he
sware unto our fathers  And the lond
commanded us to do all these statutes, to
fear the Lord our God for our good always,
that he might proserve us alive, as it is ag

this day.  And it shall be our rightoous-'
ness, if we obgerve to do all these command-
ments befire the Lurd our God, as he hath
commanded us

In conformity with thesa heavenly in.
junctions, the psahinist says, *1 will open
my mouth in a panble: 1 will utter dink
sayings of old: which we have heard and
known, aud our fathers have told us.  We
will not hide them from their children,
shewing to the generation to come the
praises of the Lord, and his strength, and
his wonderful works that he hath done.!
For he established a testimony in Jacob,!
und appointed a law in Isracl, which he.
commanded our fathers, that they should,
nitke them known to their children: that
the generation to come might know them,:
even the children which <hould be born:|
who should avise and declare them to their
children: that they might set theie hope in
God, and not forget the works of God, bt
keep his commandments: and might not be
as their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious
generation; a gencration that set not their
heare aright, and whose spirit was not
steadfust with God.”

We now sco that the family religion
observed by the Patriarchs, was divinely
enjoined upon their descendants, It in-
cluded

1. Saciificial worship; the altar was
erected:

and admonition, fear and instruction, of the
Lord.  And this can only be done by using
the means which God has appuinted; and

:by secking for them the grace of the Holy

Spirit, by fervent prayer. Aund can we
hesitate (0 do these things?  Our children
are candidates for cternity ; and in Seripture
we read, “Pour out thy fury upon the
heathen that know thee not, and upon the
families that call not upon thy name.”
How fearful then to neglect the eternal
interests of those children, and dependants,
which Ged bas given ug, and placed be-
neath our care.  If we impress their minds
with the solemnities of ctemity m early
life, from how many snares and temptations
will they be saved? Brought to trust in
the God of theiv fathers, they will have a
Faher which is in heaven, who will watch
over them for good.  If bereaved of their

ccarthly parents, He will take charge of
-them, as his own children, and the objects
jof His special cave.  All things shall be

ordered for their welfare; and in the times
of sorrow and trouble, a Divine hand will
be ready to wipo away their tears, and
bring them out of trouble.  And whan the
present probationary state is ended, He will
receive them to himself.  Then with Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacub, they will sit down
in the kingdom of heaven; and in eternity,
as in time, find proof, with their pious pa-

;rents and instructors, that godliness is pro-

fitable to nll things; having promise of the

2. Prayer; Abram called on the name 'lifc that now is, and also of that which is to
of the Lord: ;come. Christian parents, and he_ads of
3. The reading and expounding of Scrip. famities look to this matter, and faithfully
twre; And these words thou shalt teach atiend toit.  Woldly men desire to sccure

diligemly unto thy cluldren, and shalt talk
of them:

4. The making known to the children
the great things which God had done for
their parents.

By the tirst of these, children would be'

taught their native depravity, sinfulness, |
and liability to the Divine displeasure; and

estates, and then to leave them to their
Ichildren.  You may do the same for yours;
‘and beside this, you may teach them to
iknow the God of their fathers; and in the
possession of that knowledge, to find 4 so-
lace in every sorrow; a help in cvery time
of need; and in death, that Divine support,
which will cause them to rejoice iu the

) W hope of the glory of God.
ulso, that sinners are saved from everlasting

death by virtue of the atunement of the
crucified Redeemer, to whom these typical :
sactifiees referred —By the sccond, they
would he taug't their dependence
Giod for all things; and their obligativ

GOD 11AS A CHARACTER TO KEEP,

One of the characters in which the Di-
Upot. vine Being has made himself known to his
US L0 creatures, is, that, of the God that answers

Him for the mercies of hfee, and for the hope ‘prayer; by this means they are encouraged
of glory. - By the third, they would be ad-,q, say, “In the day of my trouble, I will
wwnished of the duty of revering the Book 1 i

: Yol Q8 - call upon Thee, for Thou wilt answer me.”
of Gad, and be taught its sacred require-'lis pious reselution is merely the counter-
ments And by the fourth, they would;,,,m of a special injunction, and a special
fearn that the people of God are made promise. To his confidine and devoted
such, by a work wrought for them, and in ;people, their heavenly Father says, “ Call
tem; and thus, by an easy process, be led tupon me in the day of trouble; I will de-
to understand, that fallen man must be the fiver thee: and thou shalt lorify me."
workmanship of the Divine hand a second Here we have an antidote to ,§| the ills of
time, to preparo him for the kingdon of Jite. Trouble and affliction we must ex.
heaven. The sooner this impression 13 heet; butif we believe the word of God
made upon the minds of children, the safer | 1nd look to him, we shall have deliverance

and happier their swte. ifrom trouble, and consolation in all our af-

As Christian belicvers wo are command- :flictions.  On this ground it is mads an
ed to bring up our children in the nurtureiimperative duty to be careful or anxious



