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TlH E BOK DUTES.

O peaceful and
harmless were

retail book-

sellers-to all
intents - that
no one would
have suspect-
ed that they

would turn even if a monster placed its foot
on their necks. But when the duty on
books was chinged from 15 per cent. ta six
cents perpound, the retail bookseller found
he was trampled on.

Fron the retailer's point of view, we de.
nounce the tarit as unnecessarily hurtful ta
a legitimate business. Ve do so for the fol-
lowing reasons :

i. The wholesaler can advance his prices
quite easily from 15 ta 17 cents on a 25 cent
book, and from 35 to ;S cents on a 5o cent
book-and these are two popular prices ; but
the retailer must still sell the books at 25 and
5ocents, with the result that his profit is re.
duced, and business not incrcased.

2. Subscription bocks are chcaper than
before, and hence the business wili drift fron
the hands of men who pay taxes into that of
wanderers who pay no taxes-men like the
Chicago aldermen.

3. The allowing of the folloving books to
corne in frec-viz., books for use of mechan.

ics' institutes, public free libraries, and iniv-
ersity and college libraries, and books on1
the curricultii of university and incorporai-
cil colleges-- has cut offa large volume of the
retailers' trade, and turnedi it no te liands
of New York and othier collectors of books
for librarics.

4 The cheap books arc hic books moest
sold by the bookseller, but now the chteiper
the book the higher the tax.

These reasons shotild show the difliculties
under which the retailers will now wriggle.
lie had thein al before in l879, but ir. four
months the 15 per cent. was introduced. It
was a failure thten and - but we are no pro.
phet.

Now for facts. A wholesaler in Toronto,
on March 29, passed a shipaent of cheap
books, value $17, duty $7.20, rate 42.3 per
cent. On the saine day another dealer passed
a bill of books-costly books- on which
the duty was 66 cents, while under the old
tatii the dutv would have been $2.io, the
value being $14. Thus on the cheap books
the duty is about 42.3 per cent. and on the
luxuries of the rich the duty is 16.5 per cent;
These instances can be proven.

The duties on English books are as foi-
lows : On four.penny books, 20 pier cent.:
on six.penny books, 25 per cent.: on nine-
penny books, 25 per cent.; on shilling books,
33!u per cent.; on one and six.penny books,
25 per cent.: on two shilling books, 25 per
cent.; on two and six books, 20 per cent.; on
three and six books, 17 per cent., and se on
decreasing as the price advances. The
highestduty is on shilling books, and ibis is
just the class of books on which the duty h is
been increased over oo0 pe. cent In a
recent shipinent ta a Toronto bouse con-
prising 7,226 books, 6,830 books ranged in
price below two and six-pence (60 cents) and
only 396 from $t ta $1 75. That is, lie bulk
of the shipment vas the cheap books on
which the dutyhas been materiallyincreased;
and ta make matters worse, the shilling
books were almost double in number those
at any other price.

This refers ta the medium weight cloth
books. There are extreme cases u.iere the
duty amoiunts ta much more than the
amounts named here, but we have contentei
otirselves with placing the rates as low as
posible. For instance, on Scott's novels
issued in England in paper covers, ti six-
penny edition, the duty runs over 40 per
cent.

The result of these changed circumstan -
ces is that the bookseller is ignored and so is
the consurner. Public libraries and mechan.
ics' institutes iii large and wealthy towns
gel their books fret, while the Sunday
School library of the scatterei settliers in
the mining and lumbering regions of Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, Britsh Columbia
and the Northwest-where it and il alor.e is
the source of refining literature-must be
heavily taxed The civilizing influence of

the Suinday School library follows in the
wake of the civilizing missionary; su ta coin-
plete the plan, ta,: the mnis'.ionry's salary of
Sioo, receiveti mainly in dried menat and old
clothes. To give an idea of the Sunday
Schîools of Caiada let il le known thai they
are 576,000 in nuiber, scattered iii every
portion of the country

But to turn ron such sentimental argu.
nients to those niost pr tetical, even if less
important, it vaybe pointed out that a speci-
fie duty of this kind is hard ta manage. The
importer gels iii a case of books which may
contan 51 differqnt titles, and each book of
different wcight. le tOms them all nul on
the custon house loot and the custom house
scales, and spoils $2 or $3 worth in the
process. lie packs them in again and sends
them up to bis warelouse--a no siali .iob.
lie takes thei ont and weighs each title
separatcly and marks the price accord-
ingly, all the lime wondering if it is wicked
to damn tlie tian wln invented specific
duities.

Bly putting bonkplates on the fce lisit and
putting a luty cf 6 cents pier poutid on sheets
lthe Governitent probably intended to en.
courage the iaking of hooks in this country.
But they have reckonied without the English
aithor and publisher. WVhen the latter seils
to a United States publisher, lie sells North
America, the Canadian market being a mere
bagatelle. liow is the Canadian to gel his
plates or his copyright. Under exiting
circumnstaLnces lie cannot get it. ie must
simply be glati he has been given the privi.
lege by his generous govornnent--given il
with one hand. while thc other hand pre-
vents hiim realiring the benetit. l'y this we
mîean that free plates are of little use until
we get our Copyright Act enforcedi. and
stand on our dignityl as men, instead of bc
ing thrown as a bait ta enable the English
publisher to get another " five potin' " out of
the United States publisher.

It is only fair to state that where a book.
seller handies only cloth books from $i ta
$5 per copy, the duty is a bencith rather than
a hindrance. But such bonks:llers f rmi but
5 per cent of lie whofe profession.

OTHER PHASES 0F TlHE TARIFF.OTH1-1ER phases of the tarify besides
the book duties must be discussed.
The fancy goods trade coiplain

that lie new tariff is hard ta understand,
and that the schedlules are nat sufficiently
conprehensive.

One dealer venturedi the idea that sport-
ing goods shtould ail conte in under one
icading For instance, rubber balîs might
be classel as toys and be dutiable aI 35 per
cent.; if classed as rubber goods they would
be 25 per cent , while if put under goods
not ientionci taîey would pay 2o per cent.
D)ifferent appraisers might make different
rulings, and some dealers be put at disat-


