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It hias seemed to ine tlîat Medical Societies, whichi in
thiese later days hiave becorne alrnost universal, rauiginc, fromn
the humble Society of the smiall town ta the great Interna-
tional Congresses, are perliaps a protest, inîiiplièd ratlier tharn
impressed, against this obstacle and represent a desire to
lfliliflize, sa far as possible, its hindrance to progress.

By means of the gathering togethier of miedical nen iii
meetings sucli as this, an attempt is made ta obtain a record
of the exper&*ence of mnembers, as it is buit up from day ta
day. To seize the passing observation, the occasiorial cx-
periment, the rare case, the failure, the succcss 'cre they are
whirled inta the past and numbc-recl among forgatt :en thixigs.

Here also, may be heard those personal impressions at ta
this or tliat mode of treatment, or as ta the use of such an
instrument or the other drugy; impressions, the resuit of in-
sensible weighing of for and against, xvhich, thaugh lacking
the apparent cxactniess of thie perccntage and' statistical
niethod, are nione the less of great value.

Our neighibour's sîcili is ail his own; of it wc mnay not
take. Wc must develop in the saine school of constant appli-
cation, -anless, perchance, a favouriiig Providence lias endowed
us at birth wvithi the "tactus crudcittus.-" But out of flic fulness
of his experience we niay i..rand there is nio better wvay
of getting such benefit than by attencling the mneetings of the
Medical Society.

We éannot in tlîe nature of things, ail Qf us, ail the tinie,
sit at the feet of the Medical Prophets of the day; even the
Illost receptive mmid cannat oiîly receive, and hope te thrivc.
Nor, on the otiier hand, is it necessary in these days ta, preacli
the doctrine of the "strenutotis life." Action is indeed racces-
sary, 50, also is acquisition. We require, in fact, a sclîool ta
whvlichi we can constantly recur, ta, sec, ta, hear, to compare, ta
argue; ini the mîain, ta acquire something and to advance.
*Where, for the General Practitioner, the rank and file af aur
profession, so fartunately sittmated, perlîaps, that "twTa or
tlîree miay gatiier togethier,"j xhere can ne find these wants s0
adequately, sa easily filled, as at the meetings of Societies
such as ours. Here, in deed, the nman of maturer years mnay
"ecxciange aid lamps for new," keepiing ta soinie cxtent in


