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of ân infectious diseaise hospital is -that it be free to
any one within the niunicipality. Should Frivate
i'ards and extra attendance be clenide.d, of course
they might be paid for ; but it ought to be ýunder-
stood that the hospital exists for aIl wl'ho are sick of
infectious cliseases, and that the public safety is best
consulted b)' laving its cloors so widêly openied thait
any 1)hysician diagnosing infectious disease niight, if
lie thoughit it neècessary in order to prevelit ýthe
spread of infection, at once telephone tlie I-Iealdh
Departmient, as is donc ini London, in the case of
the sinallpox brigade, for- tlie amblulance to have
the patient at once removed, and thie Departnient
to take the necessary measures for disinfecting the
bouse.

.CACQETHES SORIBEN DI: THE WRITING
MANIA.

W 117 N one considers for a moment the unlini-
VIited nunîber of journals which daily, corne

under bis notice, whether volun.tarily on his part or
I)erforce, lie niiht, with very good reason, be excused
for exliiuiting synipton-îs of syncope at the thougbit of
the hopelessniess of the task before inii, shouid lie
lionestly endeavor to search; even by can)'ya/,~
process, for -grains of gold ini the unlimitcd anîounit of
débr-is. We ar told (and thie calculation wvas niade
years; ago) that more tlian thirty thousand, volumes
of history may be found, and one mi-ighit naturally
w'onder lîowv an)' student could ever dreani of
attenîlptinig to cliib Parnassus - or howany honest
worker dares, in the face of such a -fact, to publishi
h.s ideas and opinions b4fore consulting tiiese
so nunîiicrous oracles. Du Fresnoy, one oi. dhe
greatest of readers, clieers the lîisto,-iogrraphier- by
show"ing Ilthat a pub)lic Iibrary is only necessariy to
'be consulted ; it is our private closet where slîould
be found thiose, few writers who direct us to thecir
rivals,withiout jealousy, and mark-in thle.vast career-
of tinie those who are %vorthy toiinstruct.,posterit)'.'e
\'Vhat is hiere said might, with greatly add eddempha
sis, -be repcated* regarding the hiardihodod- displayed
at the presenit day b)'anyonemlho attempts to write
on scientific subjects; for -regarding s o-ca]lld.scien-

tific li/erati the lincs, of Uhc old Scotch song in
wvhich. the can ny olcI. h iliis-miat? charac.terizes- the

'oinien, w-ho have grown enthusiastic over Prnc
Charlie,. mighit often appropriately be quoted,
(rce.singu the genider,,) "'Pi'ae %wunien hiae a' gane
wuvt.d" but kxiowing, that. ourselves mnay -pqrli.astc

classed amiongst the loonzesý %ve hiasten to oir owi
defence, and would silence ail unc1îaritablz Ire-
mlarks b)' Daniel O'Çonniiell's iethod of quoting
Latin -" Tan/us amior Jlortim, et genei-andiî glanai
mle/lis." Thiere are,. lowever, various reasons wli)
litera-y composition ,cc 1itintues, ev'en at the risk of
being designated b)' tlie equivocal title. cacoe/lles
scribe1zdi. TIhe first, and best, reason isthat w'riters.
believe the)' have a mission. It is truc that: it miay
be, as it often is, that of MN-rs. Jellaby §pendinig'boots
and blankets to the Hlottentots ; but nevertlîeless
to-day, as ini Uhc past, therç are iMahioniets, and thiis
ýand the other carnest mian. lias not, been wanting,
*hio could whisper audil)y, " Go to, I wvill niake a
religlin." Carly'le in Il Clîaracteristics " would
describe the condition as due to disease. sinice lie
sa)'s, l'h I)çinig 0f Inquir)' is i)isease ;" ill
science, if wve consider it, well,. niust hia'e origini-
ated i.n the feelingy ofsoiîiething beingy wronig; and
those w'lo have dev'eloped tic facuit)y of.thouglît,
and have Force enough- to break the Lilliputian
strinds of fa-s-lii.o.n, necessit)y constrains, even,
thougli a voice cr)'ing in- tie w'ilderness, to adopt
thîe now casi)' accessible inetlîod ofutreacliingi tlîeir
neîv crusade.

B3) otliers, and perhiaps a considerable number,
liter-ar,; comiposition is ctult,%vated, as à pleastirable
eiiiploymneît. Said Buffon, speaking Of the lia0Urs
of comiposition, "'I'lese are thiiinost.lu.xurious,.anid
deliglîtfl, nmoments of life ; nmoments îvhicli have
ofteiî enticed.nîe to pass fourteen hours at îy.desk.
ini a state- 0f transport: thiis gl-q1/fication miore than.-
g/or;' is ni) Èewvard :" and Addisonî reatly points out
howv tiose parts of life whiich are exercisecl in i studyi
reading anîd library occupa.tionis becqnie a rnetlîod
of "fill ing up thiose em-pt)' spaces of life wlîich -are
50 tedious and- burdensoie to idle people."

Vieîved. froin a sonîewhaýt different st.andpoint lit-
eèrary- copstion is cultivated'by oine as is. niusic'

sinifply thîe developmlent of t fa ci!lfy or iii sonie
instances a hleredit.ary gift. For. instance FfanciÉ'
Galton poinits ouit ini Eng islî M-en.of Sciehice
that -thîrough several ge-ncra.ti.on.s. t'le- Roscoc
.fanî1il.y. "vas, clîaractcrizcd; by m ucli cultiv'ationi,
refinernent and -poetic tse"in thie saine way in
w'hiich thiat of Uic If/[lis. (e. g..$ir Rowland) waË
active .in "lsocial improveinents, power of ogma
.tion, meclianical aptitude," etc..; or .the Dai:,,ns.
-renîarkable for a -love of "n atùuralt .liistory and
tbeor)'."


