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IDTOPATIIIC PLEURISY AND PULMONARY TUBEFRCUILOSI

The frequeney with which pulmonary tuberculosis follows an
taek of idiopathie pleurisy ha-s been so variably estimated by diffei
authorities that, while soute eompanies acc.ept a candidate for insuri
as a fistta f e after an attack of idiopathie pleurisy, others re
this citasf of cand(idate attogether. A laborious invýestigation, carried
in Sweden by 11 I. Allard and H. Ki6ster (Hygeia, October, 1911), brý.
out several points of interest which are of special value, as the obse:
tions represent xnany years of work on a large arnount of material.
lard 's series deals with 200 cases of idiopathic pleurisy treated
Gothenburg f romn 1881 to 1893, their subsequent fate being investigi
in 1910. Kiister'-, series deals with 371 cases of idiopathie pleurisy
62 cases of specifie pleurisy trcated froni 1894 to 1908 and reportec
in 1910. An analysis was also made of the frequency of idiopa
pleurisy in the histories of 2,123 cases of puhinonary tuberculosis,
two series were eonmpiled -on the sanie principles independently of
Cther. In the first series, representing 180 cases of serous and 20 c
or dry pleuri-,y, it was found that sixteen to twenty-eighit \years 1
87 patients were alive and well, 28 were tuberculous, 61 had dic4
tubericulosis, and 24 had died of other diseases. In the second se
representing 334 cases of serous and 37 cases of dry pleurisy, it
found that two to sixteen years later 164 patients were alive and i

118 were tuberculous, 62 had died of tubereulosis, and 27 hiad die,
other diseases. In 650 cases there was a history of idiopathie pleu
aanong the 2,123 cases of pulnienary tuberculosis which were inv
gated. Taking- the two series together, the writers find that idkopa
serons pleuirisy is followed sooner or later by pulxnonary tuhercu
in 47.7 per cent., and that even in the case of idiopathie dry piet
this pereentage is as bigh as 42. The prognosis af ter idiopathie plet:
is, however, mucli brigliter in early than iu middle 11f e, and, whu1t
subsequent incidence of tuberculosis is only 30 per cent. when the pj
isy lias occurred between the ages of six and ten years, it is as big
60.4 per cent. when the pleurisy has occurred betwveen the ages of 31
35 years. Even at the higli age of 66 te 70) years idiopathie p1e,


