
OF MEDICAL SCIENCE.

make a competent will. Lord Brougham tells
us that when travelling in the north of Europe
ho at oe time was taking a bath at bis hotel.
As lie carne out of it he saw a friend in the
r-oom who at that time had died in India. Ie
says he became insensible imrnediately after

wards. This apparition vas doubtless the pre-
mîîoiition of a fit. [lis lordship would not bave
agreed to have the rule of incapacity applied to
hinself on account of this hallucination.

incoln -had imaniy delusions, so say bis biogra-

1hers. Sir Walter Scott was not exempt from
them whein lie was in the zenith of intellectual
vigour. Dr. Johnson heard his mother calling
out " Samnuel." Lord Castlereagh, the brilliant
bustcorrupt statesman, often saw a beautiful child
in his chimney-corner. Goethe also positively
asserts " that on one occasion he saw distinctly
his ovn double "-or himself outside of bimself.
General Rapp tells us tlat Bonaparte saw a star
of great biilliancy above bis head. Napoleon
said: "It bas never abandoned me; I. see it on
all great occasions; it orders me to go forward
nid it is a constant sign of good fortune.
»alebranche, Des Cartes, Luther, Wesley,
Knox, Pascal, Loyola, and many of the most
remarkable men of the pa3t ages were the
victims of all kinds of delusions and illusions.
Yet, these children of genius could not be pro-
perly called lunatics, even if genius be said to
he nearly allied to madness. There is no doubt,
i my own mind, tbat al] sucb deceptions of the
ntellect or senses often exist without mental

aberration being present of sufficient intensity
to in'alidate, a will.

"At the sane time in the consideration of
every case imbecility, delusions, monomania, or
alhicinations, intoxication, lucid intervals, un-

due influence or fraud,and presumptions arising
r the character of the act itself, the age of,
he testator, and such bodily infirmities as

deaf ass, dumbness or blindness," must be vell
eighed in considering testanentary capacity.
,c entricity is said to be the lowest form of in-

an by It is seldom however, that a will is
d because of its existence in the testator.
61 lî i, a wealthy Portuguese died in Paris.

a Mill with seventy-one codicils. One
Iread, "Il leave for the Athenæum of

Paris 10,000 francs, and the half of the interest
shall be paid to a professor of natural histor,
who shall lecture on the colours and patterns of
dresses and on the characters of animals."
Another was, " My funeral shall take place at 3

p.m., the hour at which rooks of the Louvre cone
home todinner." The will was held to bevalidt, the
Court sayiig " that these peculiarities were but
the absurdities of a vain nmn." The peculiari-
ties of the eccentrie are as varied as are the

phfiases of the mind, and it las been well said by
Redford, in his " Treatise on Wills," that l The
eccentric man is aware of his peculiarity and
persists in bis course froni choice and in defi-

ance of popular sentiment ; wbile the mono-
maniac verily believes lie is acting in confor-
mity to the most wise nd jutdicious counsels ;
and often seerns to have lost all control over
bis voluntary pîowers, and to be a dupe and vie-
tim of some demon like that of Socrates."

Without entering into details, which would
need a volume to elucidate fully, it is vell in
everv case to consider whether the aberrations
are such as would warrant us to sigu a cer-
tificate of insanity to commit to an asyluin
for treatment and safe-keeping. If we do not
consider such to be safe at large, they are
not responsible beings. We should examine as
to delusions and ascertain if they are sufli-
ciently strong to warp, the judgment and
serionsly affect the conduct of the mdi-

vidual ; or, if they are of such an insulated
nature as not to interfère to an appreciable ex-
tent with volition, and are not joiued with
morbid eniotions and sentiments. It is also im-
portant to observe if the ,moral feelings and
passions are perverted, if measured by a con-

mon standard, or better still by the patient's
former temper and character, and if these are
sufficiently morbid as to aféct the power of
self-control. The impulsive forn of insanity is
to be examined with great care, for under its
guise real culprits take shelter to avoid just
penal consequences. The strongest evidence of
its existence should be made manifest to a niedi-
cal witness before lie testifies to the presence of.
mental disease in such cases. If these cardinal
points are kept in view, an aid to intelligent
testimony will be the resilt.


