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more than one patient successfully by digitalis, who, in subsequent attacks elsewhere,
has been treated by opium apd died; and in many of the cases in which I have used
digitalis successfully, opium had been previously given without any good effect.

" I will only allude to one case in illustration :—On September 9, 1860, I was called
to sce a gentleman, 48 years of age, who was in a very alarming state, having been
without sleep four days and nights, having been * muddled” for two months before, and
having previously had “fits of the horrors.” He bad been treated by another Practi-
tioner by opium in moderate dosea, but had become worse, and when I was sent for it
was the opinion of Mr. SpencerW-.]Is and Mr. McCrea~~who accompanied me in my first
visit—that the casc wag as bad a one as they had ever seen; certainly I never saw a
worse. The pulse was almost imperceptible; the skin covered ‘with cold, clammy
perspiration ; the face deadly pale; the lips blue; the hands tremuleusly grasping the
air; the eye expressive of great fear ; the mind gone; he was muttering incoherently.
With some difficulty I passed half-an-ounce of tincture of digitalis down his throat in
the presence of my friends. In a few minutes he became more tranquil, the pu]se was
felt more easily, and we left him. After four hours I found that he had not slept, but
he was rather more sensible, less tremulous, and warmer. I accordingly repeated the
dose. Three hours after that, as he had been still without sleep, though in other res-
pects improving, I gave two drachms more, making ten drachms in seven hours. After
this he had some sleep, and had slept at intervals during the night. The next morning
Dr. Ballard saw him, with my other friends, and all of them were much pleased with
the great imprdvement manifested. e was sensible, his fears bad disappeared, he was
very slightly tremulous ; the skin was warm, the tongue moist, and the pulse full and
regular at 90. The heart's sound and impulse were normal ; the bowels had acted once,
and urine had been passed in natural quantity. After this he took some broth, drank
freely of imperial and lemonade, but took no stimuli of any kind, or any other medi-
cine. He slept uninterruptedly for three hours and a-half in the afternoon, and at
intervals in addition. The next night was a good one ; and when he was seen by my
friends again the next morning he was almost well, and calling out for a mutton-chop.

I trust that this narrative of the results of my experience may induce others to follow
what I believe to be a very valuable practical lesson; but I must warn those who do
80 not to try, as T have done, any smaller doses than those I have recommended. ' They
would not only lose valuable time by so doing, but I believe would do harm. Doses of
half-a-drachm or s drachm do no good whatever ; and the pulse, in some cases where I
tried them, became intermitting. I have never seen this effect from the larger doses ;
on the contrary, a feeble intermitting pulse has generally soon become fuller and more
regular, proving, I think, as I said before; and as I again wish to impress on the Pro-
fession, that the curative action is on the nervous system primarily, and not on the
organs of circulation.—Medicul Times. ‘

THE LARYNGOSOPE: ITS VALUE IN HEALTHY AND DISEASED CONDITIONS
OF THE THROAT AND WINDPIPE,

By George D. Gipg, M.D., M.R.C.P.

Proressor CzERMAEK, lately of Pesth, but now of Prague, in Bohemia, paid & short
visit to London in the last week of August, and took advantage of the opportunity to
demonstrate the use of his laryngoscope at some of the hospifals, and at several private
sittings, to many members of our profession. I spent the evening of the last day of
the same month with the Professor, by special appointment, in.company with Dr.
Thudlehum, and he favoured me with a complete description of his most valuable in-
strament, and showed the use of it upon his -own person, a brief account of which I
thought of sufficient importance and novelty to bring before the readers of Tae LANCET.
1 must premise by stating that M. Ozermak does not take to himself the credit of hav-



