
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

dence may ho brought forward-the Montreal General Hospital and the
Ilotel Dieu. The statistics of the former now lie before me, and dur-
ing a period of twenty years, from 1825 to 186, not a single case of cal-
culous disease was admitted within its walls. Since 1846 to the present
period, two cases only have been sdmitted. 1 acted as attending physi-
cian and surgeon to this institution for sixteet yenrs, from 1836 to 1852,
and during that period, not a single case presented itself, either among
the in-door or out-door patients. Dr. Munro has attended as physician
nt hie Ilotel Dien for the last twenty years, during w-hich period only
fiv or six cases presented theinselves, and lie lias operated twice.
Now. if' the disease was a comnion one in this district, there would ex-
ist the most amide evidence of its irevalence in the records of hospital
practice; but the hospituls arc silent also on the subject.

J rnny observe, lastly, tiat before the breaking up iof the classes at the
Christnros vacation, the following question was puit to the students of
tlhis district i atteidance at McGîl College', and at the Frencli Sehool
of Medicine; and by both schools the district iimay be supposed to be
fairly reprcscited :-" Arc you nware ut the existence of any cases of
calculous disease nt presenit in tliat part of the country fromà which you
cone 1" And frui the gentlemen in attendance I have derived the
informat ion. that in a populal ion, tccordinig tu the last eensus, of upwards
ofbalf a million, whicl is that of the district of Slontreal, there existed
only one case, kiowi to the parties, at the conclusion of the last year.

I think tha I liuve thtus most clearly substantiuted the correctness of
the opinion expressed to Dr. Gross, and einbodied in his work, that
calcdous disorders are rare in the district <f Mon treal, and 1 feel happy
that that opanîîon, which was ;iven us the restilt of muy own personal
ubservation, lins beei so umply anîd so generally sustainîed. It follows,
therefore, as ia corollary, partially quotinig tie Lancet, " that if Prof. Gross'
vther statisblical auithioities are ofilte f ,ane stanipus Le one in Canada,"
sous " of the nierit of his book is 1ost," whlle if is shewn to poes
C.;REAT " VnlIIC ii a statistiCal 1 oiit c[ vieW."

It is quite ossible tliat in writinig this paper, I have given myself a
imnnecessary amnouint of troub'e, anîd 1 fieel persuaded that Prof. Grois
vill thiik so ; but it was due to him and to his work, that the opinion el-

pressed in it sliuld be substantiated, although I can scarcely imagine that
the learned author will think iucih oi the criticisii cf the Lancet. Ajour-
ual which can prai4e, and fulsoincly adulate, such a publication as Bed-
ford's Obstetric Clinique ; devote page upon page of its monthly nom-
bers to reports of his lectures, thus unfitting them for entrance
into any respectable honse whose inmates it is not desired to demoral-


