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to the conltammnation of the dead-house, at the

sanie tme havmng an accumulation of debris under
and around their linger-nails, that would afford a

profitable min estient for any farmer looking for a

good chance to buy rich fertibizers.
It would not be adisable to go direct froni the

dead-house to a case of labour, nor would it froni
any mncîtous case, but lut a man change. his
clothes, and sterilize his person, and lie might a
hundred tunes better haNe his hands in a pus
cavity or cada'er une hour, and in the uterus the
next, and nlot ha e the slightst apprehension as to
the result, than tu go froin a septic puerperal case
to a labour. Ilow many obstetricians mould besi-
tate to do the latter, reluing on their antisepsis to
prevent trouble?

Yet these sane cases are the oncs the patho-
logist dreads niost to become infected with.

Let a pathologist or anatomist conscieltiously
sterlie his hands and arms, when through with
bis dead-bouse woik, and b> this I meLan the saie
pamnstakmng care that lie w ould in preparing for an
abdominal section (and to tend any labour case
without so doing is little short of criminal), spend-
img filteel or tucnt> iuiitites in doing so, change
his clothes, and lie nay attend a labour case or
enter an abdominal caut mith as much impunity

as any otimer man, no matter w hat bis specialty

may be, "Ljillrothm," one of Europe's foremost
surgcons, as well as pathlo/ogiss, bcing a shining
exaniple of this, carry mng on, band iii hand, abdonm-
mal surgery and pathologicai rescarch.

Antiseps docs not meai an occasional mer-
curial ablution, a dipping of the finger tips in
sone solution or other. It calls for a con-
scientious and continuous care of the hands
and person. Suclh care lias been proven by Dr.

elch, of the Johns Ilopkmis, to hae a lasting
effect. This lie recently showed in a series of
nterestmng obseations.

Somne Luropeani surgeons thorough antisep-
ticians) o. a u ibt to this country, allowed limî
(Dr. W elsb) t niake a bat.tcrnological cxamiînation
of the scrapmngs from dheir hands, and though
they had noLt washcd in iercurial solutions for
sonie weeks, the retained niercurials prevented
the grow th of any pathogenic organisms whiatc' er
(we must bae tiiese organams tu produce sepsis).

Ilow mnany general practitioners, imcludimg

anong theni a few ?bse/ricians, would yield the
same result, were their hands examined ?

Dr. M. continues: "To prove it is not dangerous,
we nust at the same time prove that of all hum-
bugs medical science is chief." Not so, Doctor-I
beg to disagree with you. To allow your side of
the controvers) tu be proven, would be a virtual
acknowledgnLnt of the inefficiency of anti3epsis
and sanitary laws. This would place us on a par
with our gre.it grandfaithers. A man who k<nows
he has been exposed, is, in almost every case, more
careful in the care of his hands and person than
one who bas nlot been so exposed, probably, low.
ever, to any other kind, and who, ninety-nine times
out of a hundred, is reeking with ptomaines and
leucomaines, his only trouble being he does not
know it. Tis is the place Io look for danger, not
in the men who have been exposed knowingly,
and therefore take the proper precautions.

You haN e gone too far down the line, Doctor.

You should turn y our attention to, the end>ryo o/-/c-

tricianis long before thcy receive their sheepskins.
Use all your powers to have established in the
various medical schools professorships on personal

jAgiene, whure tlese men nay be taught hore and
w/hen to bathe, to change their linen, the value of
soap and water, and several other well-known solii-
tions. For there is a %ery great chance of their

becomning obstetriians ycars beore they btcone
surgeons, anatomnhists, or pathologists, and rest
assured that men or nomen, holding the positions

y ou referrcd to, will know enough to keep their

hands and persons (Jean -I mean surgically clean.
Yours, etc.,

Dec. ist. RiCHARD SLEE, M.D.

TWO THOUSAND CASES OF MIDWIFERY.

To /tze Edit r of ON IAR10 M0 DI.CA L JOUR NAI.

SIR,-My attention lias been directed to Dr.
Harrison's address, and to the remarks thereupon
as reported in your paper.

As a practtitioner of aboe thity 3 ears in active

practice, with a record of two thousand cases of
midwifery, I may be allowed to have an opinion

founded upon some experienLe in England and

Canada.
For the beneft of the junior mniembers of cour

profession, it is far better to discuss in 3 our journal

such a daily and common matter as the proper
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