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At thiree o’clock, one morning, he saw him
leave one ot those places in company with
three or four others. There had been sore
strangers at the tables during the night, and,
in consequence, the kabitues had met witl
some luck. Ds Vernelle was unusually
gay, and laughed and talked with his com-
panions incessantly. As they were going
out into the street, a handsomely dressed
“Young woman stepped into the house. ¢ Ah
Aspasie is come to look after me!* criec
one of the group. < Au diable )’ exclaimed
Le Vernelle, stepping torwsaid with an ai:
of mimic bravado, and offering the female
Liis arm ; < it is for me she comes. Aspasie
is a lady of discernmeunt I’ < No, 1o, re-
turned the woman shrinking : [ do notlike
dreamers; especially when they talk all
mght long of bleeding throats and bark lixe
dogs!” «Ah, zh!” laughed De Vernelle

rimly ; ¢ to be sure the nightmare is a very
disagreeable sort of thing’ but it does not
 remauin always with one—only at times—
only at times.”” He spoke somewhat con~
fusedly, and though at the moment he
laughed loudly and affected great amuse-
- ment at Aspasie’s serious look, he soon be-
came silent and abstracted, and walked
away presently, his head drooping upon his
b-east. M. Perrault cautionsly followed him,
keeping at some distance, and on the other
side of the way. Al along the Bonlevards,
.and up the avenue of the Champ Llysees,
he kept him in sight, There was somithing
in the appearance and behavionr of the
strange, friendless bemig which excited the
frofesgsional instinets of the agent of police,
fe gtill preserved the broken-down look
which had sottled upon him as he left the
‘gaming-house, and walked all the way ata
80w, sluggish, dreamy pace. Gnoe or fwice
he stopped for a full ‘minnte, and turnina
his pale, haggard face this way and that,
looked eagerly on all sides. Favored by
the trees, however, M. Perrault managed
always to keep himself eoncealed,

De Vernelle was not far from the heuse in
which be bived, when he stopped in this
manner for the last time. As before, ha

“laoked around him.. Secing no ene, and
hearing no sonud, ke proceeded to search
mbout, and presently picked up a bioad flat

. stone. Then going beucath one of the irees,
where the soil was soft and damp, he cam-

- menced scooping a hole in‘the ground. He
worked with great eagerness, aiding the
slone with his fot, and in a very short time
had suceeeded in turning over two or three
pounds of earth. He then took from his

" pocket a purse, apparently heavily laden, a

_gold watch from his fob, a ring from his

. finger, and a brooch from his cravat. These

. he Eut into the hole, pressing them down
with all his strength, and then replaced the
-earth carefully, and stamped and ecuffled
over the place to give it as much as possible

- the same appearance as the rest of the walk.
After this, he flang away the stone he had
used, in such a direction that M. Perrault
harrowly escaped receiving a heavy blow.

With a’long, deep gasp, Jike a sroan of

: xygony and desperation, he continned to walk
-slowly on, tearing some small pieces of pa-

- Per into very minute fragments, and scatter-

- ng them about as he went. Preseutly he

ook off ' his hat, crushed it between his
hands, and flung it away into the road,~

* unbuttoned and threw open his cont and
Walstcoat—tore his cravat, so that it hung

_fdown_from his neck, and broke apen his

. shirt fyox_u—-—appaxenﬂy endeavoring to put
Rimself into as violent a state of disorder as

- Poesible.  This done, bLie took u ymall pistol

ornhis.coat pocket, and went, with horried
and precipitate steps, into the muldle of the
road, where after ecuflling and seraping
about the dust with his fuet, he stocd erect,
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and—it scemed with elaborate care—placed
the barrel of the pistol in his mouth. It was
1 most singalar scene, and M. Perrauit was
trongly excited, as a full comprehension of
DeVernelle’s design now flushed upou hig
mind. Tt was plain that the wretched man
sountemplated suicide, and was endeavoring
to perpetrate the act in such a manner as to
~nsare a belief that he had been robbed and
murdered. With a loud ery the officer rush-
ed upon him, strack -the weapon from his
hand, and before the poor appalled schomer
conld recover presence of mind, had secured
kis arms with a small but strong pair of iron
zyves. o

«Tt i3 evident you are maud > said the of-
ficer, cartly. ¢ musi take cere of you.”

“T1 was, I was,” cried Mo »
greatexciternent, struggling 1o free himself ;|
“but only for the morment. The fit is sver|
now, and I am all right again. Qaite vight, !
now, Isays it needed bnt some one to ap-|
pear. to speak ta me, to touch me, to drive
the fit away.
Take these’ things off, man, and let me go!
on home.>? !

“Jt would be as bad as murderto tmst{
vou to yonrself. Come with me; I willtake!
care of you.»

De Veruelle resisted ; but M. Perrauli was
powerful, aud. assisted by the gyves, did not
find great diffienity in forcing his captive
along.  Arrived inthe city, he procured as-
sistance, and the prisener was temporarily
pldeed in the Cliely maol, charged with af-
tempting self-destrnetion.

" The whoie circumsiances of the case were
laid before the Prefoct, and « rigorous inves-
tization was imediately instituted, especi-
ably with vegurd o the fong-sealed myste-
ies of the Arras murdess. M. Pewanit being
charged with the superintendenee of the
proceedings. In the first plare, that intel-
lizent oflicer immediately proceeded with
My. Ferrers to the neighborheod of Arras,
four miles froni which, aud about six fram
the country residence of De Vernelle, was
gitnated the modest chutenu of M. Grielle,
the father of De Vernelle™s alienuted wile.
whe, althongh he lived in plain and unos-
tentatious style, was the owner of eonsider-
sble preperty, It was here that Madame
De Vemelle now iived, having sougzht an
asyhim from a most uncongemat husband in
the home of her youth, and it was with her
that the visitors sought an interriew. With
sorie emotion, Fervers met this unfortinate
lady for the second time; her face was no
longer blooming and bright, but it was stil}
handsume, and the soft, sweet expression of
other days was attempered into a look of
mingled saduess and tesignation which even
the slightest knowledge of her history serv-
ed to render touching and saintly. M. Per-
rault showed her the ring, and enguired i
she remembered it as one sho had present-
ed to M. Do Vernelle many yvears ago. She
answered directly, and with much surprize,
that she had never made her husband such
a present, and this ring she, had never seen
before! and then, immediately, and as it
some suspicton had rshed into her mind,
became agitated, and added that perhaps
her mewory failed Yer. M. Perranlt asked
no more respecting the ring, but noted down
the whole of this curicis reply, 8 proceeding
whieh mueh increased ¢he lady’s pertnrba-
tion. He then asked lwr if she eould re-
member distinetly the avents attendant upon
her marriage, and particularly whether M,
Do Vernelle was with her the whale of the
night immediately following its solemniza-
tion? This guestion produced a distrassing
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effect.  Withi a slight shriek, Madaine e

ornelie, in{her with indescriballe aversion

I am quite yecovered now. ! ntmost to forward the ends of justice,

features of thein werd,, ftly, thi
; ety 103
Vemelle on the evening of

Vernelle divected a piereing ulavee at her
queshiorier, beearie deadty pale, und awoon-

od away. !
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This eecwrrence preduced the presente of
Al and Madame Grielle, and a formal, in-
deed offictal, explanation to the former, of
the object for which the strangers hud visit-
ed his house, M. Grielle becisie very-grave
immediately, and Lad a private consulfaticn
with M. Perranlt, in wiuch he sinted that
from certain communications which hLad
been made to him by bis daupluer, he had
long been haressed by suspicions that Do
Veruadlle was impliested in the ¢rimes which
had taken place iu various parts of the Pas
de Calais.  {t appsared thet she had fre-
quently heard him talking in Liz sleep ina
manner which caused her influite astonish-
ment and slavm, and had diseovered peeu-
lavities of disposition which had possessed
and” dread
of him. The cousequences were, a serea
of matrimonial disagreements aud finally
the return of the wiie (0 Ler parents. Witk
regasd to whatever praceadings might ba
taken, M. Gricile Geclared he avould do bis
L4
would not have been safe, and would have
appeaied like erueity to tis davghter, if he
had taken any hostile steps against his own
son-in-law tpon the gronud of mere susg -
cions, but now the matier was taken up by
another parly, these objoctions vanished.
As soon as Madame De Veruelle had suffi-
ciently recovered her compustre, she was
again iuterrogated by 3L Perwult, her po-
rents carmestly advising hor 2o wtford all the
information in ber power as to the eccentri-
eities of behavior and chovactey which had
caused her to feel such a homur ahd dotac~
tationof M. Do Yumelle. Tlé revelationa
were igade with pteal pame Tha }n'i:wi%al

: M. Do
iticiv nfarriage
had set ont for Paris with her, and ¢l wien
seme niles onthe wey he had taken g horzo
and ridden baek to-his houvses stating that
ke had forgotten something of great import-
anee, and telling his wife 1o continue hLer
jonrney as far as the next post-inn, wheres
he wonld overtuize her in & {ew honrs.  He
was absent the whele of the #ight, and ar-
nved ot the post-ima the next moruing at
abort saven o'ciock i a state of gigat ex-
Laustion.  And, secondly, that o was fre-
quently telking in bis sleep of tae looks of
murdered mea, of bleeding throats, of the
teeth of dogs, ot hidden wmaney,

In the next place, the house of De Ver-
nelle was thoroughiv seavched. = & wretch-
ed, deforined peusmut, of mest repulsive ap-
pearance, hut apparently a ercature of great
ferocity and strength~for he was to be
spoken of more as & brute than as a man—-
was living here; ostensibly tetkeep the place
in order; but that he did lijtle in this way
was evident from the miscrabile, péglected
plizht of the whole of the property. ~He at
first oppored the entry of the, Visitgrs with
great stybbornness ; but assistatice being
procured; he was overcome, felteved, and
placed. in custody. Aceording tothe French
fashion, he was severely questioned as tg
his mode of lifa and ‘his experience of Da
Vernelle 3 bt this was completely in vain;
he remained a8 silent aud sullen as it he
had beeu deaf anddumb, This man’s nage
was Roual Gault, . .

The searching of 4he house occupied
gome time, and proved a labor of much dif-
ficulty, fur Reual refuged, to disclose the
place where the keys ‘were kep{; and, in
congequence, several gtrong doora, ﬁmﬂ(
secured by lpcks and bohs,Tx;gl!bI)o forced,
Nothing of.any importance was found until

La.most minkte examination discovered a so-

cret cepboagd, or “safe,® in the wall of o
roem which appeared to-have served ase 8
cabine! du travail. It wasdargze, apd the
crvenal dze of the lnr, wnd the gkilYu)
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