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since Tlast saw you. I perceive you have read mueh, and with
attention and n desice of knowledge. In the first place however, T
must frankly bog you to examme your Latin, aud to cunvince your-
sgell thut in this respeet much 13 wanting. 1 will notlny a stress on
certamn grammittient blunders : on tus pomt 1 agree eutirely with m)
dear friend Spalding, whom such blunders m Tris scholurs did not
provoke, provided lus pumtig them out availed by degrees to get 1id
of them. A worse fault iy, that you have more than once hroken
down m asentence 3 that you employ words i an incorreet sense ;
that your style 1s turgd :m(i without umformaty ; that you use your
metaphors iltogieatly.  You do not write stmply cnongh tu express
a thought unpretendingly, when it stands cleaddy before your mnd,
That your style 13 not rch and polished is no ground for bl ; fur
although these have heen some, copecinlly in former tunes, who l?
i peeuliarly happy manngement of n peculiar talent have ganed such
a style at your age, yet in ovdinary cases such perfection is guite
unattanable.  Copiousness and nicety of expression imply o maturity
of intelleet, which enn only be the result of o progressive development.
But what every one can and ought to du, is, not to aimn ut un appenr-
ance of more than he really understands : but to think and express
Inmself sinply and cortectly.  Here, thercfore, tahe n uscful rule,
When you are writing a Latin essiy, think what you mean to say with
the utmost distinetness you are capable of, and put it into the pliinest
words,  Study the structure of the seutences in great writes 5 and
exercise yourself frequently in imitating some of them: translate pas-
suges 80 a8 to brexk up the sentences 5 and when you teanslate them
busck wgeain, try to restore the sentences.  In this exercise you will
not uced the superintendence of your teacher ; do it, however, as n
preparation for the practice of riper yenrs.  When yon are wriling,
examne carcfully whether your language be of one color. Jt mattens
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i shoull spring fium thoeu

should cither write just as he uctually delivers a continvous dis.
course, eapressing by genuine thoughts necurately and fully ; or, as
he would'speak, of pluced in circumstances in which in real life he
is not placed, where he might be called upon todo so,  Kvery thiug
sht; and the thoushts should fushion the
strueture of the words. o be able to do this, we must study lan-
guage, must enrich our mumory with an sbuudant supply of words
and phrases, whether in our wother tongue, or in foreizn tongues,
living or dead, must learn to define words precisely, and 10 deter-
miue the idiomatic weaning of pheases, and their limats,  The written
exercizes of 0 boy ur lad shadd have no other object than to develop
s pover of thinkiag, and to emich and puriy his langaage. 1
we itre not content with vur thoughts, — if we twist and torn about
under & feeling of vur cmptiness, writing becomes terribly up-hiil
work, and we have hardly courage to persevere in i, This was my
case at your age, aud lung afier. There was no one who would
enter into mny distress and assist me ; which in my youth would have
heen casy.

Abmve all things, however, in every branch of literature and
suienie, must we preserse vur teuth so pure, a3 utterly to shun all
fulse show,—so.us never to assert any thing, howeser slight, for cer
tain, cf which we are not thoroughly couvinced,—-so as to take the
atinust patins, when we are expressing a ¢unjecture, to make the de-
gree of our belief apparent.  {f we do not, where it is Yosaiblc, our-
selves point out defects which we perceive, and which others are not
likely to discover,—if, when we lay down our pen, we can not say, in
the preseuce of God, [ hace writlen nothing knowingly, which after a
severe cxaminalion, I do nol belicce tv be true, in nothing huave I
deceived my rewler, cither with regard to myself or others ; nor have I
sul my must odivus adeersary inany other light than I wconld anxicer

notto my nund, whether you attach vourself to that of Creero and Livy,  for af my last konry—if we can not do this, learning and literature
ur to that of Tacitus and Quintilian : but one period you must chouse . ymake us unprincipled and depraved.

clse the result 15 a motley style, wheeh s as offensive to a souad
philologer, as if one were " to mix up German of 1650 and of 1800.

Here 1 an couscious that [ demand nothing from others, of which
a higher spirit, reading iy soul, could reprouch me with ever having

You were very right not to send the two projected essags which ydune the reverse.  This scoupulousness, combined with my coneep-

you mention ;3 because you can not possibly say any thing svund on
such questions.  Dissertutions on pasticular points can not be writ-
ten, until we hase a distinet view of the whole region wherein they
are comprised, until we can fel at home there, and morcorer have
asufhcient acquamtance with all therr beanngs upon othier provinees
of knowledge. It s quite another matter, that we must adiance
from the special to the general, in order to gain & true understand-
ing of a complex whole. And here we need not follow any system-
atic order, but may give way to our accidental inclinations, proivided
we proceed cautiously, und do not overlook the gaps which remnain
between the several parts,

You have undertaken to write about the Roman colunies, aud
ther mfluence on the State. Now it 15 quite impussible that you
can have so much as a halficorrect conception of the Romau colo-
aes 5 and to write about their influence on the state, you should not
only sccurately understaud the constitution of Rume and its history,
but should bie acquxinted with the principles and history of polities;
all of which as yet is impossible. " When I say this, T will add, that
none of us, who are enutled to the name of philolegers, could have
treated tlus subject at your age ; not even Grotius, or Sealiger, or
Sahmasiis, whe were excetlent grmunmarians so much carlier than ang
ofus.  Sull less suited to you is your second subject. You must
kuow cnough of antiquity to be aware that the philusophy of young
men, down 1o a much riper age than yours, consisted in silent list.
ening, in endeavoring to understand and to learn. You can not even
have an acquaintance with the facts, much less carry on general

tion of what 2 phileluger can and ought 1o by, if he comes before
the world, and with sy reverence for great scholars, made me so
reluctant, long after 1 had attained to mankood, to appear with any
wuth,  Though often urged o du so, not without reproaches, by my
fiiends, Tfelt that my hour was sot yet come ; which,"had my life
taken another course, might have came several years caclier.

From a younyg man, werc it merely as an exereise of honesty, I
demand the most serupulous truth in literature, as in all other things,
absvlutely and without exception ; so that it may hecome an integral
part of his sature ; or rather, that the truth, which God planted in his
nature, may abide there. By it alone can we fight our way through
the world.  The hour when my Marcus should say an untruth, or
give himself the show of a merit which he had not, would make me
very unhappy.

1 come now to another part of my task of giving you advice. 1
wish you were not so fund of satuies, even of Horace’s. Turn to
those works which elevate the heart, in which you sce great men and
great events, and live in 2 higher world : turn away from those
which represent the mean and contemptible side of ordinary rela-
tivns and degencrate ages.  They are not fitted for the young ; and
the ancicuts wouid not have let them fall juto your hands. Homer,
Aschylus, Sophucles, Pindar,—these are the pocts for youth, the
pocts with whom the great men of antijuity nourished themsclves ;
and a8 long as literature shall give Light to the world, they will
ennoble the youthful souls, that are filled” with them, for life. Hor-
ace’s Odes, as copices of Greek models, are also good reading for the

.

rellections,—10 let pass the word philosophical,—on questions of [ young ; and 1 regret that it is become the practice to depreciate
minute detail, mostly probiematieal. To learn, my dear fricud, to|them, which only a few masters arc entitled to do, or can do with
learn conscienciously,—to go vn sifting and increasing our kuow-  out arrozance. In his Epistles, Horace is original, and more genial ;
Tedge,—this is our speculative calling through life : and it is so mosts but he who reads them intelligentiy, reads them with sorrow ; they
especiatly in youth, which has the happiness that it may give itself jcan not do good to any one. We sece a man of noble disposition,
up without hinderance to the charms of the new intellectanl world jbut who, from inclination and reflection, tries to adapt himself to
u?cncd to it by books. He who wnites a disscrtation,—let him say an evil age, and who has given himself up to & vile philosophy, which

what he will,—pretends to teach: and oue can not teach without
some degree of wisdom ; which is the amends that, if we strive after
ity God will give us for the departing bliss of youth.

What T wish above ali_things to impress on you, my young friend,
is, that you should purify your mind to entertain a swcere rever

dues not prevent his coutinuing noble, but lowers all his views.
His morarixy rests on the principle of suitablencss, decorum, rea
sonablencss ; he declares expedicney (to take the most favorable ex.
ression) to be the source of the idea of right (Sat. I. iii. 98).
Yl:tscncss discomposes him, and excites him, not to anger, hut to a

cuce for every thing excellent.  This is the best dower of a youthful jslight chastisement. That admiration for virtue, which constrains

spinit, its surest guide.

3,

us to scourge vice, and which we sce not only in Tacitus, but also in

. Jmust now say something more to you abosut your sisle of wri-jJuvenal,~in the latter disgustingly, —is not found in Horace. Juve-
ting. It is too verhose 5 and you often use false metaphors. Do yual, however, yon must not read set, with the exception of a fow
not suppose that I am unseasonable cnough to require a finished | picces: nor is this any loss; for even if you might be allowed to

style.
bat T wou

cslpect not such from you, nor from any one at your ugze;{read him, it would not be wholesome at your age, to dwell on the
d warn you against a fulse mannerism. All writing | contemplation of vice, instead of enriching your mind with great

should merely be the expression of thought and specch. A man |thoughts.



