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accaunt is truc ; just as mû may bo satisfied that the description of on ait-
ciont temple is correct ivhiio ive stand besido its half ruined walls and Seo
its fiîllen pillars lyingr arouad. If the Seriptures doscribe man as having
oxisted in a state immeasurably more pure than that in ivhich we now find
him, ive kinow that that description is true. because, at timos, emotions that
boiarig to a hapPier ecm glarice througi Ille $ui, and aspirations spring up
in it which tell that it is born to something nobler than its prosent con-
dition.

Thoso remarks rospecting the information ta o d<erved from the ;Sorip-
tures and its harmony ivith our own oxperience, are mande te meet the
uniainng and reokless assertions of those %vho regard the statements mande
ia the Bible as no botter than traditionary logends destitute of authority.
They tell us that there exists nothing prior ta the age of authontie liistory
but fable-aad that ail that is told respoctirng the origin of the buman race
beoags ta this class, and that tho Bible contains the traditionary fables
current amongst tho Jeiws respecting the oroation of the waorld and of
man. Now setting aside the inspiration of Mdoses' narrative and regarding
it siraply as an ordinary historient document, small acquaintance with
hunr nature is sufficient ta satisfy us of its truthfulness. Oaa lias oaly
to look into hiaisoîf to be coavinced that man must at one time have beon
in the situation described by Moses, and that in that situation ha must
have had at character very dilffereat frora what ha aow lias. The linos
graved by nature are tee deep to be eflhiced bY mondera sk-epticism.
Whaover is acquainted ivith the maay, the fanciful, the absurd theories
constructcd by ancient philosophors te accouat for the existence af the
wvorld and ils inhah)it.,nts, and for tho prevalence of cvii under the govera-
iuent ji* an infinitcly %vise and goad and omnipotent Beiag oaa have ne
:tpology for rcfusing ta, aiclnoiwlodgo that ail nttempts ta ceastruct a theory
whlichi ivili carry ail the facts have beon utter failures ; and that the
narrative of' 2aos is alone consistent iviti the chamacter of God and tho
actuii state ofan.

The vietvs nov iresOate(l have net had, S0 far ns woe lnow, justice done
ta thora. Modemn ahilosophers, in the constructiag af thoir systoms ns-
saniec the non-existence af an inspired record. Thoy proceod an the sup-
position that iaan alveays was wvhat lio now is, makiag ailowanee for
climate, education and gavomninont; They admit nothing ivhich may not
be knowa by obseivation. And having, as they suppose, discovercd the
nature of man they lay dov;i raies founded upon these diseaveries, for
coatrolling passions which have gaiaed an unfortunate aseeadeacy through
ivant of phiiosophical trainiagr, and for devcloping and strengtheaiag those
good principles ivhich canstitate the true basis ai the nature ai man.
They do not admit a fall frein a state af priaieval inaoeency as neces-
snry ta account for the evil that is in the wvarld, nom the ngeacy ai thtF-
great Creator as necesmary ta bring man up, eut af bis guilty and uahappy
s'-onditien. Thecy find in mati iiseIf the rudiments of a future groat-
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