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NAVIGATION LAYS.

Atlength we may congratalate our readers that the public
attention is thoroughly awakened to those important questions
which have so fully occupied our columns, since the institution
of onr journal. Every newspaper which we receive, from one
extremity of Canada to the other, teems with articles on the sub-
ject of Free Trade. The Diflerential Duties, to protect the British
manufactures, and’the restrictions on our commerce in the shape
of the Navigation Laws, to protect the British shipowner, are the
predominant topics 3 and although, as might be expected, there is
some difference of opinion as to parteular details, there is a
wonderful approxitation in the main result. It is true, that an
attempt has been made in some quarters to excite apprehensions
that the removal within the Colony of the protection formerly
afforded to British manufactures, might lead to a withdrawal, in
Britain, of the modicum of protection still atfurded to our umber,
buty it has been unavailing: the declarations of the British
ministry are 0o precise to admit of a doubt, that their intention is
to give unconditionally 1o our Legislature the power of assimilat-
ing the duties on British and foreign produets here, without re-
ference to any policy which they may hereafier think proper to
adopt towards our products.  Any other conclusion derived from
the British Passessions Billy would involve the British minister,
cithier in the folly of entering iuto an irrevocable compact with the
Colony to maintain intact the protective duties now in force, or
the guilt of holding out the delusive promise to the Colonial
Legislature of a power which le, at the same time, determined
they should never use. A sense ¢f policy anda sense of honour
woull alike deter from such @ course of policy,  We may, there-
fore, safely conclude that our Legislature will be, in the broades;
sense of the word, free to act as the interest of the country may
require in the matter of the Differential Duties ; and thus, the
main stumbling block to their removal being withdrawn, we may
hope that they will be expunged from our comnmercial code.

One step in the march of Free Trade will thus have been gained,
hut we must not therefore relax in our exertions. Qur next mave
is to urge sound views on our Legislators ! It is not sutiicient that
they obtain the power, they must have the hnowledge and the
inclination requisite to vedress our grievances.  This is a subject on
which we shall not dilate at present, but reserve it for another
opportunity.

We pass on to the subject of the modification of the Rritish Navi-
gation Laws, which the Free Trade Association, 2nd the Boards of
Trade in Montrcal and throughont Canada West, have urged on the
British Govermnent.  Those laws, as already observed, have been
lately the engrossing topic of discussion through the public pross,
and strange to say, whilst there have been found several guesi de-

fenders of these principles as regards Imperial interests, we believe
there is not one who is hardy enough to deny that they do, to a cer-
tain degree, act injuriously on us as Colonists. Unidi this view of
the Navigation Laws, it surely was admissible on the part of those
who are the sufferers, to state their complaints ; but how much
more did it become the duty of those who considered the continuance
of those laws, in their integrity, as incompatible with the future
prosperity of this Colony, to demonstrate "their baneful influence,
and urge for their repeal or modification?  Yet it seems thisexercise
of what has been styled the sacred right of petition, is distasteful to
the cditor of the Montreal Gazette, and the Free Trade Association,
wgether with the Board of Trade in Montreal, are honored with his
unmeasured censure, for presuming to avail themselves of it.

For the body of whom this paper may be considered as the organ
we may venture to state, that the oblique censure attempted to be
cast on them, passes over and leaves them unscathed.  With all
due respect for the profound erudition of the Editor of the dlontreal
Guazetle, they deem it no derogation from that ¢ modesty?® so ¢ com-
mendable » in his eyes, that meichants should state their opinions
on commercial matters. They cven fancy that a practical ex-
perience of the evils resulting from both™ the Bri(is‘x Navigation
Laws and our own vicious commercial system, enables them to place
those opinions in such light as to carry conviction to the minds of
men who would give little weight to conclusions derived fro.n theory
alone.

1t is trae we have not, like the Editor of the Alontrcal Gazellc,
when treating of the Navigation Laws, edificd our readers with the
fact, that ¢ the Canadian French are principally descended from that
very Celtic race which was drives into Normandy, and into
Britanny by the Teutonic tribes which peopled England.™ Neither
have we, like him, raised the phantom of *¢ Hengist the Saxon,” ot
of < the banner of the White Iorse of that chieftain.” OQur con-
jurations have been of another character; they aie stern realities,
which we have endeavoured to teach how to encounter.

 ‘This is the only witcheraft ” we ¢ have used.”
It has thus, unfortunately for our confrire, happened that the
Economist, ~tating plain facts to plain men, guided by the light of
common sense, diseirding all prejudices, and using reason wlone
for the accomplishment of its purpo<es, has attadned n degree of
influence througlout the country, wlich the Montreal Gazette ap-
parenily no longer possesses.

We doubt if the atticles which appeared 1w the dontred Ga-
zelle of the 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th instant, en the subject of the
Navigation Laws, are calculated to replace the Editor in the high
position which he formerly occupied as a leading exponent of the
views of the commercial class.  We have perused and repernsed
those asticles, and must in candour confess that we are puzzled to
know what are the real views and opinions of the writer. On a
sudden he waxes very wroth at the presumption of the Free-Trade
Association and the Boards of Trade, who comeide i the pnrsu-
ance of the same olyeet, for daring to urge the moditication of the
British Navigation Laws, yet their reports, when they first appear-
ed, scarce excited any comment on his part!  Why this long si-
lence? Was it that he waited to know what reception the de-
mand on the British Government would have, in order to shape lus
course uccondingly?  Finding or fancying that there are diffienl-
ties to be eneonntered, he at length discovers that the report of the
Mantreal Board of Trade i« *“very unwoithy of a meseantide
Lody,” that their demand of the modification of the Briti<h Navi-
antion Laws is “preposterons,”  “ unreasonable and absurd,™
places ©Ropeal of the Union and of the 3 .ogation Laws™®
“mwneh in the same category,™ and finally declares it as his
“solemn conviction® thut * England will never abandon her Na-
visation Laws yutid <he has determined to abandon ber Colonsal
sy~tem, nor abandon a1 in any colony until <he has determined to
abandon that colony.”  These, as Fiuellen save, be *¢ as prave
ords at the pridae, 2s you shall s in a ,ummer’s day,’? anwd
aneht, we suppoce, in the estmation of the worthy Ediior, to be
deemed conclusive 5 hat, formntely . the antiduie s 10 Ve jound
m iz own adinissions, which are by no means fow and unnapor-
tasd, wnd, in fact, comprehend aeatly every point urred by the
Board of Trade and the Uree-Trde Acsotmnon. ’

1at, e ndmits (see Gazetle of 9th nistanty “1hat of Gront Bri-
tain will allow us 10 free warselves, ynconditinaally, from these
restrictions, it will he 2 areat boon, though net periiaps <o grear as
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