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The writer, in conversation with a highly placed Russian official, in-
quired what he thought was the greatest obstacle to the progress of true
religion in the great empire of the Czar, and the remarkable answer was
immediately glven: ‘“ There ‘are no obstacles; the people are ready,
even the Church is ready. Let the movement but have life, and be in
Jigrmony with our Russian sympathies and character, and nothing can op-
pose or retard it. Before all else, we are a religious people.”’

From his peculiar point of view there is much of truth in this dictum
of the Russian official. The people are unquestionably prepared for a
great religious revival, and in many ways the Orthodox Greek Church
chows = liberality and a receptivity which is quite remarkable. Neverthe-
Jess, in spite of the official’s opinien, there are obstacles to the spread
of evangelical religion in Russia, so formidable and so numerous that one
gmost despairs of seeing them altogether removed in our day. Letus

8 100k for s moment at the position of affairs. Of the one hundred million
Russians inhabiting Russia in Europe and Siberia, about eighty millions
B . orthodox Greek Churchmen, and some twenty millions are heretics of
B . schiool or another—Old Believers, Old Ritualists, Molokans, Stundists,
¢te. The policy of the Church and State toward dissent has been almost
§ iovarisbly one of severe repression, appalling sometimes in its severity.
The result is that persecutor and persecuted view one another with an
- Lostility difficult for people to judge who enjoy perfect religious freedom.
B Desides, the conduct of the ¢ heretics” themselves has been ofte~ so inde-
§ corous, so fanatical and intolerant, and the excrescences which they have
B ut forth have been frequently so offensive, that almost all the sympathy
' folt for them by the warm-hearted and more liberal of the orthodox has
8% been chilled. In Russia, therefore, dissenter and Churchman are face to
B fice, hating one another bitterly, the former excluded from every privilege,
8 from every office in the State, hunted down by those two steady allies,
@ pricsts aud police, prohibited in most cases from worshipping in his own
8 vway, his children often taken from him and forcibly brought up in the
R othodox faith. The position of the Russian dissenter is an intolerable
ane, and only the most: steadfast belief in the infallibility of his dectrines,
B a0d the ever-present hope that his fidelity to principle will have its glorious
B revard Liereafter, could compensate him for his life of toil and trouble, for

B the ignominy and contempt poured upon him.
B There can be no doubt that among the different dissenting bodies in
R Dussia there are, on the whole, far greater cvidences of energetic religions
Rlifc than among the orthodox. The very multiplicity of sects among
g them, lowever harmful and disastrous it may be in many ways, is still
g proof that they are thinking, that religion is a reslity to them, thatitisa
ftemendous force playing a controlling part iu their lives, Hardly a sect



