
shipp'.d, cullcd at randorn froin my notes. The limits of this paper pre-
vent iny speaking abolit thein in detail, though the subjeet is a tenpting
one. It could be easily shown that they prove that flindu polytheismn is
no amalgam of creeds, wrought up into a systern according to past or
present ]3rahinanie ideas, but a fre-e, vigorous living thing, making its new
divinities day by day, unfettercd by any rule. It is not specially Hindu;
what is going on in India is to bc found flourishing in Central Africa, in
the New liebrides, in New Guiiiea-iii short, ail over the pagan world.
Brahinanism lias been powerless to, guide, stili less to, restraîn this Iawless,
ever-young polytheism. lIts impotence can, I think, bo cxplained, but
space forbids.

Where, then, oan Nve sec the power of ]3ralîmanisrn in Hindu religion
lIt is there, strong, living, rmal. It rnust ho remcîinbercd tliat, speaking
gencrally, the Brahimans rcpresent the Aryans, or the race long dominant, in
lIndia. They arc an aristocracy of over tvo thousand years' standing ;
nor hlave they been an idle, uselcss aristocracy. They w'ork hard, and al
people knowv it. They are an aristocracy of birth and brain and -%vork,

sud ail thisgoesfo great, deal. They Lave been for twenty-two cn
turies the practical rulers of Tudia-those in power who have stood nearest
thec people and -,hlose band lias been m-ost feit by the ruled. They have
lieen the niinisters of Hindu Rajas and princes, often secretaries to,
Molammedan rulers, officiais under Englîsli ruie. One conquciring race
aftcr another lias swept over india. Greek, Saracen, Afghan, M)ongol,
and Maratlia, have corne down from its inountains ; Portugues, Duteh,
Frenchi, Pane, and Englishi have corne up froin its seas, and set up tiheir
successive dynasties in the ]and, aud iiuost have disappeared ; but while
they have corne, rernaincd, and gone, the J3ralimau lias, ini subordinate
Place, but iu niost rmal power, ruled, " swaying, thre ninds and receiving
thîe luonage of the people, accepted by foreign nations as tire highest type
of Iuidian niankind."' Tlîey have liceu not only the tiiclogians and philos.
opliers, but the la-mgivers, the aduninistrators, the nien of science, and the
poets of their race. Thecy hlave been the Levitical tribe in india. They
jweide at the great festivals, serve in the massive tcilplcs, deliberate as
thie suprernt tlîcological faculty ail over tire ]and. The liindu instinctiveiy
refers ]lis 'tlieology to l3rahxnanic, seriptures and traditions, 'wbicli lie per-
.,nnally docs not care to examine or know for Iiimself ; hoe tak*- care to,
Ibav reverenre at sonie turne or other, ini his polytheistic, way, to, I3rshranic
gnds and tliir incarnations ; to all but a trifling number of the ordinary
iniddle-ciass flindu the l3raiiman's presence is necessary at ail esential
rites of ticir every-day faily ýlife. Tie lindu is excesivcly supersqtitious:
lie fears the gods and douions -ilit ail nianuer of occuit agencies in this
uihil)e universe, and tire Brahiînai is nuaster of the spelis sud chiarins which
ra-l --nntroi thies. anrs.1 A sying is mirrent ail (,ver lIndia : Tlîo
%livili, ivi-ersi is slj't tlir goils -tire gois ar siiljett to tire MAant ras

'~<ll Ir cliaris> Uliv fzt~ to the l3rsluïui ; irerr~ the BPrahimaps
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