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deavor to t%,aKe the ineasuire of our foe. Let us ask whience the power
and prestige and influence of Islam. What is its secret of succes?
What makies it a force whielh so easily dominates the religious life of iU
many millions? Whiat gives it its ftggressive puSh and its staViig
pow'eî? It is comparatively easy to show the immense inferiority of
Is1'ým to Christianlity in the essential points of truc religion, espcciaBly
t:i 050 of practical morality. It is, however, for this very reason ail die
more difficuit to give a satisfactory explanation of its successes, aiid
show wby Christianity is so slow iii coping with it effectively. Islam luis
arisen, within the pale, so to speak, of Cliristianity. It lias overruni aiid
hield grouind which is historically Christian. Its great conflict bias been
largely ivith. Christianiity. It now occupies regions which wcre the
scene of the earlicst triurrîplis of the Christian church. Cliristianity,
to be sure, lias lield its oivn in a marvelous way in the ancient, Orientil
Christian sects whichi lave hield to di Christian faitli lu the very
centres of the Mosliii domination. ieir influence, however, lias beenl
simply negative. The part they la, z played lias been that of resisfanc
and stubborn adherence to the exter-nal syînbols of Christianity. Thecv
have nover succeeded, for good reasoiis, n irnpressing the Moslemi withÏ
the superiority of the Christian religion. We must not fail, Iloweier,
to give them. the credit thîey doserve, and to recognize God's wondcr-
fi providence iii preservinig thîem. to be the medium of iintroducig
through Protestant mi.ýsioii.iry effort a pure aîîd spiritulal form cf
Chiristianity into thie very heart of the cfoslem, world.

The question recurs to us-Whence the success of Islam? WVe meain
its succces, not as a sa~ving relioii, but iii winniing aid, holdinig its
devo tees ihi the very presence of the Clîita centuries. Thiere.arc sonie
considerations whichi throw lighit uponi thîs point, and if xve give tlieiin
a few moments of patient attenition they niay lielp to lift the burdcvîîof
this great mystery, and at the saine time will bring to our attentioni
more clearly the f tli meaing of the task we have before us in coniquer.
img Islam for Christ with the spiritual weapons of the gospel. It is
nut iny purpobe, and it is, mnoreover, clearly impossible to attempt liere
alny fui) or critical survey of Mohiammedanism. Thils would requirea
Voluile, zuid the gif ts and learning& of tlîe caref ul student of Olriental
history. WhIat I hiave to offer, however, towards the solution of thie
problein. of AMo1.nimedan sticcess will be the resu.t of a ptetsn>
of the subjeet in conuection with unusual opportunities for personal
ob: ervation of flic intellectual, social and religious life of Moslemfs.

Islamn is a living power-a strong and vigorous moral force nmong
OrientaIs for several eeasons, and with ail of these Christianity nîust
reekon if suie is to in lier way. We ivili namie them. in order :

I. In its origin, aind also ini its subsequent history, Mohianiniedanisnî
represents thoc spîiit of 7'eforrn WOrl7Ci77g under tte inspiation& of
(7 great truth - Mohîammed appears upon thet stage of history as a
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