
Mobammedans. The principles of religious liberty, whiehl prevail in the
Chinese Empire, --vilI be a shicld for their wiork. The lagaeof tlue
people is very similar to the Tartar or Turki used by us iii Persia. r

boberg, formerly of Tabriz, is the pioner of the mission. The plan of
thle mission is cvangelistie, and iii close contact with the natives. Indecd,
two of the ladies of the mission have, 1 believe, marrird Agiatie eonvcrts.
It will ho interesting to sec hlie developmcnt of this experinient. The

.hitsl and Fereigai Bible Society is also trying to open up a, work for
Bible distribution in those provinces. Thus the Trans-Siberiani Railiway
is already being inade a highway for the advancc of Clurist's kingdomi.

.By the autumn of 1897î it is expected that a brandi of the Trans-
,aucasian Itailway ivili bc extcndcd to Erivan, tus bringing- Persia two
days nearer to .Aixerica.
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in the towns along the lower Eu'tphrate-, andi Tigrris, cspccially afr

Amnara, Sook es Shiookzh, Busrzih, and Moamrh lc dIwell anl inter-

esig people variously known as Sabeans, 2-Nasoreans, or St. .John Crs
tians. They cail thiernselvcs aniee(Mand.eans), and ahluo oul' mîm-
lceringr four or five tholusand, tluey yct have ahlvayvs been and romnain cntirely
distinct froni the Jows, 'Mosleins, and Christians ainongr whiom tîhey have
dwelt for centuries. Their origin is lost in cibscurity, altho it is traced ini

a uxensure ihiroughi the inazo of their -religion to ancient Chaldea.
Certain it is liait at the tinie ivlxexi Islani arose the Sabeans werc a

strong, seet. The Koran recognizes themn as distiic.t from idolaiers, and
places thein with 1 cws and Christians as " people of tho ook (Suralis

:17 l ; «, 50 ; ;- 73) : " Vcrily, thoso iwho believe andi thcuso who are
Joivs, and the Sabeans and the, Christianvs, Nyhosoever helieves iii God and
the last day, arddoca wiat, is riglît, tliere is ne fear for themii nov shalh
thoy cyriev." In thle English Bible the naine Sabeanq is perplexinig, and,
aitho applied 1.0 three différent tribe-s or propile:,, noue of these are any way
rclated te +,lic prosent sect ini Mesopotaunia. Saberuns, iccording to
Gnenius, shiotld be Teacdiane, frmmi Ib thte linst of hevniethe

swpsdobjects, of their wvortlui. Nlecand mliers say it mone
from a root, suUla, te Nvas]), baptize, and refers to the umaurmer ouf tlioir
worship. Gibbon is pcrhaps correct wheul lie states the Oengin of thecir
othler mmmce thus "A, sliit infusion of the Gospel hiad t.ransformied the
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