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for diplomatic success, and his biographer is
no doubt right in ascribing to him the pros-
perous issue of the negotiation. The re-
mioval or restrictions on.navigation, by the
repeal 6f the Navigation Lawvs, was anoth-..r
object which Lord Elgin laboured to effect,
as essential to the revival of Canadian comn-
merce : tugh he thereby brought doivn
upon hir.iseif ffhu wrath of the party at
home led by Lord George Bentinck and Mr.
Disraeli.

Lord Elgin's principle wvas to Jet the
Colony have its own wvay in every thing flot
morally objectionable, or contrary to Impe-
rial interests. In tiis spirit hie acquiesced
ini the secularization of the Clergy Re.ýLLàves,
though his own religious and political sen-
timents pointed towards a distribution cf the
fund amongY the clergy of ail denomrinz tions.
With reference to the discussion vf the
question in the Imperia! Parliamnent, hie
observes : IlAlmost the greatest evil which
results from the delegation to the Imperial
Parliament of the duty of legisiating, on
Colonial questions of this c:]ass, is the scope
which the sysiemn affords tz) e-xuogeration and
mystification. Parties do not rneet in fair con-
flict on their own ground, where they can
soon gain a knowledge of their relative
strength, and learn to respect each other
accordingly ; they shroud themselves in
mystery, and rely for victory on their suc-.es
in out-doingf each other in hard swearing.-
Many men, partly frorn good nature and
partly from political motives, iil sign a
petition, spiced and peppered to tickzle the
palate of the House of Lords, wvho Nvili not
move a yard or sacrifice a shilling on bchaif
of the object petitioned for. I niuch fear
that it will be found that there is much divi-
sion of opinion among members of the ]aity
of the church with respect to the propriety
of maintaiuiing the Cleryesve;ndat

even as regards a certain section ofthe clergy,
owing to dissatisfaction with the distribution
of the fund, and i-th zhe condition of de-

there is greater lukewvarmness on the subject
than the fervent representations you have
received wvould lead you to imagine."ý

It wvas not merely from deference to the
principle of self-government that Lord Elgin,
though himiself a member of a hereditary
Upper House, acquiesced in the proposai to
makze the Upper Chamber in Canada elec-
tive. It wvas his oivn conviction that a second
Legislative body, returned by the same con-
stituency as the House of Assembly, under
some difference with respect to time and
mode of election, -vould be a greater check
on iIl-considered legisiation than the
Council noniinated by the Crown. To the
Conservatives at home the measure sczined
a disastrous step towvards p-Uzz democracy,
and, Lord Derby uttered an eloquent wail
over the final destruction of the dreamn which
hie had for1dly cherished of a constitutional.
monarchy under a viceroy or a member of
the Royal family in Canada. We have re-
turned to the nominative Upper Chamber,
but its restoration bas haxdly revived Lord
Derby's dream.

The increase of the number of legisiators
wvas another Parliamentary Reform to which
Lord Elgin attachedgreat importance. "WMith
50 small a body as eighty members, r-he
parties are nearly balanced, and individual
votes become toc, precious, which leads to mis-
chief£ I have flot experienced this evilto, any
great e-xtent, since 1 have liad a liberal ad-
ministration, iwhich has ahivaysbeen strongin
theAssembly; butNvithmyfirstadministiation
I feit it severely.» Rie does flot seem, to
have considered the other side of the case-
the unfitness -of a vMr large body for reai
deliberation, and the necessity. in order to
prevent it from beconiing a imob, of an in-
creased stringency of party organization.

Lord Elgin was strongly in favour ofxnak-
ing religion the groundwork of education.
Considering ibis principle to be duly recog-
nized by the Canz.dian system, he regarded
the systen -with great satisfaction as I"having

pendence in which missienaries are kept, enabled 'Upper Canada to place itself in the

2-18


