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grrovthi in grace. Afid Mihen the christian
iiiorcover rcîneîîîbcrs t1jat lic possesses these
less-ingsr iii a wvurld th-t is ln rebelon iigainst

God, anîd enjoys secturity thougli a thousand
eîîeiiiies arc over ready te break iute the t'old,
not sparing- the flock-be wvill enter inte the
inîcaiiug, oft'hie Ilsalinist, wiven speaking of'
iliese things, lie says: "lthoit lrepjaresi a table
infore vie jat flic p)rscnce of mine enecmies ;
Itoi tinointcst mny hcad zvith oit ; mny eupj 7-un-
2nctk ove?-."

But I rcmark, iii the fburtlt platce, that the
Psalnîist teaclîcs us that the Lord dues not
Icave bis servants wlbeu rcuxovcd fi-oi the bene-
lit of the ordinanccs of bis appeintmient, tlîey
reacli thc gloomy v'aley wv1ich, separates thc
world that is seen from that wvhich is unscQil
-44 q Land of da.rkiness lilce darkncss if self,
anid of Mie ,:ladot of deatic ithet aity ordcr,
<nid whctrc he lii,rht is darkncitss." It is truc
thiat noue eof us bave experieuced that the Lord
can support us iii this region-for none eof us
bave yet passed througli it-the valley eof the
shadowv eof death stili lies before us-wvith a
dark Cloud restiug over it. No appeal there-
fore, can bc inade te the believer's experience
that the Lord is a faithful siiepherd in ceuduct-
ing tlirougli it. But thon froni the expertcuce
et' Ged's care of lus people iu tho past, thcy
coufide in hlmi for the future. lias G od then
at first callcd bis people out et' darliuess. lias
lie instructedl them by uîeans et' bis word and
the ordiuauccs of luis hous.-Aud bias lie dcli-
vered themi frein many temlptatieus and trou-
bles. Arc tbcy conscious eof haviug enjoyed
the protection cf the slieplierd et' Isracl durizig
ail the time that tbicy have becii upen the earth,
and is ittrue that wvhom lie loves lie loves unto the
eud ? And are they at'raid bis'powcr sould fail,
or bis love wvax celd at tbat heour wvhen their dis-
tress excites bis compassion, and their helpless-
ness needs tbe support et' lisarmn. It canuot bc
se. 'fli faith et' bolievers coufirmeda by (,he cx-
perienceofet nuinereus past deliverances and
niercies, and ciiugiug te thc faitlifuI promises et'
God rcniaiuis unmevced iu the niiidst of dcathî-cv-
en as tho fect eof the priesis eof isral et' eld, st0od.
uumovcd lu the undst et' Jordan.-and they view
dcath net in the inanuer the ancicut Ilcathen
vicwcd it, as tho cutrauce igeo reglous et' vecp-
ingr and uninitigatcd sorrew. But tbcy sec it
only as a dark valcy strctchiug lai gloomy gran-
deur along the borizen of visible things---and
tlucy say witli the Psalinist "1Tîouglt I itndk

thrîîl&ltcvaicyofthcsltadow of dcat&I avili
fcar no crii for thoit art ivili vic, fhy rod and

nc ie plaf it of tifc; in fthy prcscic isfîdîîcess of
jey, ut fthy right landthLuc arc arc pfcasitrezi
for cveermorcl."

Stueli then, pmy t'ricuds, arc the blcssings whlui
belong te believers, even te those vhuo leani) te,
forsakie thecir sins and receive Christ as tlueir
Savieur audLord. But then itis te beremena.
bered tluat ahi meu dIo net partake et' tîmese bless-
ings, for there are inauy wvlio bye utiuuniidtl et'
lIme great salvation. Itwerc wcll, tberet'oretuaýtt
iduo privilegres Wvhich the Peu et' the sweet singer
et' Israel bias se, simiply described in -1his divine
seng, niight, awakeu snch te a due estimation
et tîeir value, lu this seng ive arc net called
upeii te give lîeed te aay deep argumentation,
denioustratiug- tbat it muust bc wvel1 with tîmose
who have turued unte the Lord, and are wvali-
ingt in bis t'ear and love. It is siot a process of'
renseniug wbichi is biere employed te carry our
convictions, by proviug that under thîe govera-
ment eof God, it uust bc ivcll ivilth the igh,-teozis;
It is a more interesting argument. It is tîme
utterance et' a gratet'ul seul, testit'yiîjg witb ait
sinacity, its sense et' the niercy and kiudness
eof its God and Savieur. The l'salniist wouid
ii te excite ivithin us a bioly cinulation to

scok after the saine God-for lucre te, use bis
ewa words, Ilice makcs Ais l.iast in Ihe Lord
thaL humble seuls ltcaring- tereof mnay bc glad."

"Choosc yc itis day ichemn yc îiti scr-vc," hie
seems te say te, us, "4bath as fo)- me and mny
hoitzc, ive itl sci-vc thic Lord." île praises God
thit others nîayjein inlbis song oe' praiso. Lih-e.
a taitliful servant lie briugs te us a good report
et' his Mlazter's houso--bringiiug before us
nethiug but the liveliest images et' pence secui-
rity and joy. And wheii lic tells us that God
acts towvards hlm the part et' a tender sîmepherd
und beuntitl fricud-tuat "ite vallcy of lte
sitadowv of dcallr," se terrible te otliers brings
ne terrers te him-that futurity, wvhiclb faits
other mon with fear,. is coatouaplateci by hua in
with a confidence whïch rejoices in tîme antici-
pation et' treshi manfflestations of thie divine
goodness and mercy, and that the "lHoitse of
rnaity aunsieaas" %vhicli Christ hus prcpared fur
bis people, is te, be bis sure dwclling- place for
ever. Surc1y my fricnds, sucli a vicw eft'hIe
I>salmist's happy condition should, incite ail et'
us te, scck carucstly that bis God aaaay bo our
God-tbat wc may tlacrcby ho begrotten te tluc
sanie expericuce and lively hiope that Ilsire!!,
goodncess andi ncicy site!!foiloio ins ail te days
of oui- lives, anti oinr dwvelti'g place zhall I;
ini the llou.sc of God l'or ecic."-fLnc'n. .R


