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The Apostie Paul declares to the Ca -
rintlîians tlîat lie came flot among tliem
wvith "cxcellciicy of spcech or of wîs-
dom" tlîat lus prcaclîing wvar not witli
fhe cnticing C&words of inan's %wisdom.'
Trhe critical reader of the Çecv Tresia-
nient will at, once perceive tlîat lic al-
huides iii tliese expressions ta tic CI-
oquence and argumentationi, se imuch
estcemed by flic Greeks, and deciarca
that hc, as a Christian Teaclier, ab-
stair.ed from flie artifices of their so-
phists and orators, aind adoptcd a man-
ncr at variance with the taste., and pre-
judices of his auditors. They %vcre
fond of the very tliîngs whlicli lie studi-
ously avoided. Greck, Philosoplîy and
Literature, %vith flic fine -%rts, flourislicd
iii so remarkable a dcgrep at Ctirintlî,

1.

thint this cit-y huil o i il,~ i al) aîi 1
~cc tlie liglit of all Grecce." And so
nunicrous werc tlie persons who hrdu
attnincd to the refincinents ot'arciî
cducation, that no teacher coîîld liupe
for any sticcess at Coriinth, who did luit

adornliiis discourse inth pohishcd "raceï
of thoir incomparable laîiguage, and
argrie anddeclaii i thc m:înner of their
phljosophers. Nowv Paul, in opposition
to tlic prevailing practice, uise the
greatest plainncEs aiid sirnplicity or
speech ; ho paid littie attention to the
rotirding of his pcriods i lie entîrely
avoîded tie disputations of the learuced
hce came arnong tlici as a plain mn to
deliver a plain nîessagc-tlie divine
sublimity and momentous importance of
whicli,prechidcd,as unsuitableevcry hi-
bourcddccora:tioiîof style oreloquciîce.
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