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tlbis le;ids us back Io the subjcct more particulnirly before us, l'Z en-
tering into a !sho-( consideration and roview of the arts connerted

Some. usèful artsî must be nearly coeval ivitl the huiinn raîce ; for
fbod, clotiiing, and habitation, even in tlieir original sirmplicity î'e-
ijuire some art. illny other arts are of such antiquity its te place
the inventos beyond the reach of traditiomî Sev'er-al have gradunl!y
crept into ilie ivorl1d iihout an inventer. 'The busy niiiud, howevcr,
*c.cu5.tG[med to a beginning in things. cannot re!§t tili il tfinds or Ûna-
uines am beginning to every thing. But in ail Comàtrivs, eFpccially
iviiere the people are barbarous, rude, or ilIitera'-ý tlie progress of
arts4 is extrcmely slow. 'l'le lowvest date assignel tu the arrivai of

î'diu 'i Grecce is one thousauid and forty five ycors before the
birth i ' Our Saviour. Homer flourislicd niot lcss thnib tvo hundred
years aiecr Miin. It lias lieen douhted, hswvever, wvhetIîer the Prince
utf poets could citiier wvrite or reud ; and the arýgumenis tddtuced for
flic ne.gatrnvc, ini 1h. Wood's Essuy on the original genius of' Humer,
seenis scarcely controvertible. The earliest Grecian prose wifîtrs
katowî tu, the antients tliemselves, w~ere Pherecydes of Syrus, amtii.
Cadmus of blitetis ; mentioned by IPlin-, to have liveil during tlie
reign of Cyrus King of Persia, and at least two hutndred .,nd fifty
years after 1-omer. No Grecian Stal.e had its. taivs piut in writiiig
till about the same period, whlen Draco ivas arehion of Atlîeis, and
Zaleucus Lawgiver of the Epizephyrian Locrias. The carliest
(irecian Prose-w riters, whose works lîad iny cosdcbereputation
wilh poster;ty, %vcre Hcatoeus of' Milptus, and Phierer yvies of A-
thens, who) were about hiall a century later. The interval, there-
fore, becweeni the first introduction of letters into Greece, and any
f4miliar uise of tbem ivas, by the vrost moderate coxnpttation, be-
tweeil ihur and five hundred yenrs. They miade a progreqs nlot more
rapid iii R~ome thon thcy hal cloue at Athèns ; and they passed to the
extrcmetics of the Roman Empire, only in company %'ith new Colo-
iiies, and joiuced to Italian policy. lIn Britain, wliere they flourish
with rnost spiendour in the present age, they wvere equally tardy in
,ipproaching te m.iurity. Te' encourage the art of readitng in Eng-
larnd, the capital punishment for inurder ivas remnitted, if' the crimi-
nal couIcI but rend, iv1ich ini Iaw tangtuage is termcd beîtçfî of CIcvgyj.
One vjould imagine that the arts wotuld have made a very rapid pro-
gress Mien so grently favoureil; but thiere is a signal proof Io the
contrary ; for so srnal an edition of the bible as six hundred copies,
translated into Eng lisli in the reign of [Henry VIII. was not wholly
sold off in thrce year-s. Indeed, as a Icarned antiquarian justly ob-
serves, the people of' Englaîîd mnust have been profoundly ignorant
in Qtueen Elizabeth's time, whien a forged clause added to the tiven -
tieth article of' the English Creed passed unnoticed tilt about eighty
ycars ago.

Before wve proceed to investigate ivhencc and in what manner the
arts and the sc icnces first dawned upon the world, let us fur a moe-
ment consider the causes which give fiacility to their advinceincnt.
The progresî of' art seldoni fitsl to be rapid, Mien a people happeri


