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an artisan, and devote herself to all the humiliati
ons inseparable from a condition so abject in the
eyes of men ! Observe all her steps, listen to her
ed with saying it was good : Vidil quod essct bo-|wordsf study over her silence, and you will con-
num. Geni. 10. ITow diffcrent his tanguage af-|ceive to what a degree she seeks self-abashment
ter having given existence to Mary! ¢ Thou art|and humiliation. A prince of the celestial host
beautiful,”’ said he to her, * O iny beloved; 'l‘hou‘salutes her with respect, and announces to her, that
art all beautiful : Eece {u pulihiFa ¢s amica mea; she shall conceive in her womb the Son of the
Cant. i. 14 ; tola pulchraes. Ib.iv. 7. My eyes. Most High : trembling, ."ashed, as if she feared
that discover spots in the most biilliant stars, and ;to receive the title of Qeeen, she hastens to take
imperfections in the pure iatellizences that sur- lthat of servant ; called to be Spouse and Mother,
round my throne, perceive no delect in theo; £¢ she places heisell in the rank of a slave: Erce
mala non est in le. Ib.iv. 7. Then, address- ancille Dovmini. Luke i. 38. Elizabeth breaks
ing himself to the celestial spirits, he glories in :forch into an ecstacy of admirativn at the contem-
the work of hishands. Beheld, he says to them plation of the wonders her presence alone operates,
this chaste dove ! she is unrivalled, alone perfeet and calls hor blessed amongst all women. Mary,
perfect in the universe : Una cst columba mea por- . in the midst of all thet is capable of dazzling her,
Jecta mea. 1b. vi. 8. Continuing o develop the,wishes only to contemplate her own nothingness
hidden sense of the most mysterious of Cauticles, and lowliness : Resperit humilituiem ancille sue;
shall I now show you the cclestial spirits hastening ; Luke i. {3 ; she will ascribe greatness to God a-
at the voice of their God ? shall [ describe their lone: Feit mihi magna, quipotens est, el sancium
surprise and rapture at the sight of such beauty ? nomen ejus. 1b. 49.  Joseph, ignorant of the cause
Do you hear them exelaimi:  Who then is this ad- | of her fecundity, conceives dark svspicons; she
mirable creature, wiho unites in herself alone the, could by one word undeczive him, but she prefers

and how he exalts this masterpicce of his hands?
e who after having drayvn the world from noth-
ing, considering all that he had made, was content-

perfections of all othars? Quew est ista? 1b. 9
They compare the lustre with which she shines,
sometimes to the soit a..d benign light of the moon :
Pulchra w; Luna. 1b. At other iimes, to the
more vivid brightness of the morningstarr : Quusi
Aurora consurgens. Ib. Again, to the dazzling
splendor of the sun: Liccta w¢ Sot. Cant, vi. 9
But whence proceeds this sv.eet odour which
charms and attracts them ? Curremus in odosem
unguentorum tworwm. Ib. i, 3. Is it not from
her heart, as from, a precivus vase, {ull of the most
exquisite perfumes? Er aromatibus myrrhe, et
thuris, et universi pulver's pigmentarst. b, iii. 8.

But let us lay aside this figurative language,
which we have borrowed from the holy Seriptures :
Iet us consider what these images represent; that
is to say, the qualities, the virtues of the heart of
Mary. And first, let us speak of her innccence.
This pure beart knew not the irregular propensi-
ties of nature, it had no apprehension of ever know-
ing them ; and yet, what precautions to preserve a
treasure whichshe could not lose ! what solicitude
to fly from the world, and its dangerous occasions!
what retircment ! what solitude, from her tender-
est years ! What chall we say of a modesty that
is troubled atthe sight of an angel ? of a chas-
tity of heart, which, without a moment’s hesitation;
prefers virginity, not to all the grandeurs and joys
ofthe world,—that would be little,—but to the
ineffable hounour of (he divine maternity, which in-
finitely surpasses all thought or expression! To a
purity so heroic is united the most profeund humi-
lity. See this daughter of David, who reckons so
many kings amongst her ancestors, condemn bher-
gelf to a voluntary ebscurity, become the spouse of

to bear the weight of this ignominy, rather than re-
veal to her holy spouse a secret which rebounded
to her glory., The law obliged the women of Juda
to purify themselves from the staiu they contracted
in becoming mothers ; Mary, though always a vir-
gin, purifiéd herself like them, ond covers, under
the veil of this humiliating ceremony, the privilege
and sanctity of her divine maternity. When has
she been seen vainly display ing the favours of hea-
ven? When has she even let the graces and
lights with which she was flled, jbe preceived ?
When has a word which tended to gain the estecem
of others escaped her? What do I say ? was not
her entire life almost a continued silence ? Isshe
outraged or honoured, sheissilent. Let the shep-
herds and magi adore her divine Son, or the Pha-
tisees, priests, and soldiers overwhelm him with
insults ; let her Son himself speak in terms of ap-
parent severity : * Woman, what is it to thee or to
me 2" John ii. 4 ; yet is she silent, and blesses
the decrees of Frovidence, which seconds so well
her desires of humility. O my sitters ! bow ea-
sy is silence to sincerely humble souls, but how
difficult to the proud ? How vain would it be to
undertake to banish from a community, idle, indis-
creet, perhapseven sinful conversations, unless
the poisonous root of pride is torn up from the
heart ! Let us return to Mary. Detached from
glory even,so far as to fear and hate it, she des-
pises riches, she strips herself of them from her
youth, to embrace all the rigours and privations
of poverty. O! uunder what an humble roof does
she dwell, who will be placed one day above the
choirs of angels in the housc of God ! With what
poor and course garpme~.s is she covered, to whom



