
Ma. WVAn AriD lit MAniuaoaz.-To the Editor How a-iy on.e cats ùnagille that 1 have ever Profés-
of the Tlimes -Sir-Several of the newspaper sed any vocation to a highi and ascetic 14fe, 1 nrn tit-
have occupied theinselyes of ilate with iny private terly at a Io s tu conceive. At thc vcry olitset of
affairs, and theological cominents, 1 ain told, have ny %vork 1 mention that my dissRtisfaction with thc
in sumno instances been made uI)or the.circunistance English qymti arises froin the absence' in) it '-of
that 1 arn engaged tu be married. 1 have no w'ish such hcelps as cii.y support an erring -ind menst sinful
to examine Ille question liow far in the5e coniments inid in the iiisî ordmnal y pailh of Isaýlvatioti* (p. 8)
the liberty of the press bas been carried beyqnd ammd spcakz of ilyself as having ' 11o moi l power in
its d'îe limits, because in truth 1 arn glad of the op- undeisîanding and sympaihysing w ith moral good-
portunity, which coutl hardly otherwise have ness than %vould be given by acting for a sin-
been afforded me> of maIzing a short and simple gle day wvitlî reasonable constanvy, in disregai d
r satement of niy viýews on na importLant theological of other inclinations and %N ith a single eye to duty'
subject. 1 am n ot unmindftil of the grave evils I (1p. 5) ; -îvJije in the preface 1 most earnestly draw
w'hich may be apprehiended froin making tnewvsia- 1 tc attention of ycmung rcadcrs to these disclaimners
pers the vehicle of sucb controversy ; bet, on die (p. viii.) 1 supposL persons consider these to
other band, a person who uindertakes the responsi- have been merely gracefui expressions of Lumility
bility of writing a work wbich treats on subjerts nt btarting, jus( as< somne wvith the kindest intentions
of such extreme importance as those considered in have represented inc as not fully realising the vani-
the Ideal of a Christian ('hurch, seems toe lie un- ous severe expressions which aïe tu be found in
der a positive obligation tu faake rneasures,' se fan niy woik. But 1 arn really in the habit of saving
as in him. lies, thant a cause ivhieh lic r.onsidens in- what 1 mean, whether 1 spieakc of UIl deep «and
expiessibly important niay not suifer detriment burninghatired' wvhich 1 fée towards the English
throtngh a misappichension' wvhich a few words Reférination, or of file very tinfavourable light in
from him might reinove. - Whereas, then, it ap- %vhich 1 regard iny oivni moral attainînents. One
peans that both friends and opponents have in innu- ne%,.spaper 1 am told, supposes that 1i nust dcny
rnerable instances conceived thaI thiere is some ia-, ie val zdit), of the English ordinations. This is
consiste-ncy betveèn the sentiments contained in 1 really unimîteigible. The strorîgest tuttrainontane
ray work and the announcemient flint bas been re- Roman Catholie would repudiate the doctrine that
cently inafi> 1 trust 1 shait fot appear egetistical, priests are forbidden pi Divine law to înarry, whilc
or again undaly sensitive, if 1 beg your permission 1 nced not say ne Ecclesiastical Iaw existe on
tu Iay before y our readers the simple view~s which, the subject ia dur own Church ; on- the whùlr hand
1 have long entcmtained on the subjeet of religiouq 1 do not at ail dcny, rather 1 deeply feel under a
celibacye First, 1 hold if mo,;t tinmly as a truth pure and really effectiýe Cliurelb system, a person
even of naturai. religion that celibacy is a biglier su wholly destitute as!1 arn of sucb al vocation %vould
condition of life than marriage. Seeondly, 1 most neyer have been admitted into prics;'s orders. Ia
fully believe iliat vows of celibacy, when duly ta- that part of the Roman Church (by far the greater
lien, are pcrpetually obligabory ; and tlîirdly, 1 part), vheethe discipline of FriestlyîzaýIibacy existe
incline most strongly to the opiinion,-Ihat under a nothing ean excecd the carethiat is taken of ascer-
really effective church system, the priests would be, taining in each individual case wheiher there be
if possible, wholly selected [rom Ihose who hare sucb a vocation. The only remainiîig question is,
taken sucb vowe. On the. -ther hand, it appears whether sueh a person as myself could have any
btume of the utmost importance to remember, thai right to express a conifident opinion on theological

icases wbere no vocation is felt for a life of celi- subjects; , nother words, whether 1 do not rate beo
baey, he wbo leads such a life forges a great spi- highly the value of mere intellect in such inquiries.
ritual bîessinz:, and he who makes a resolutioît, rhe Quarterly Rcviewer of my woi-k tiaks the
xnuch more a vow, to lead such a lire, invoîv*s very raverse-that 1 rate if too bighly. My owil
himself in a fearfuLnare. 1 can hardiy fancy a opinlioni of course is, flint 1 rate it neith-2r :oM hig hly
mueh more serions evil than fliat thc Catholic-,doc- nor tu lowly. 1 thmnk that a vvriter who, like0 my-
trine 1 counsets of perfection' should be rcvjvcd,t self,1 makes it a matter of the most conscîentiolus duty
while thc correlative Catholie doctrine on 1 vora- nee'ode eiinsoiinflexhc etion' remains dormant ; and any one ineurs a most ligious men hold, until he bas satisfied hiirself that
serions and grave responsibility wbo swell a cur- tLey hold it either as an intellcctual-infcncnce fnom,
rent of public opinion whieh sheuld tend to deter or any intellektual analysis >of, theîr spiritual per-
from tmarriage those who have flot had the op.por- ceptien, a-id that il is itself ro part ef those per-
tunity of careffùlly eonsidering in whiph, direction ccptions-I thinlz that sncb a writer may conceiva-
their reat eall lics. These have been -'Very long bly briîg le ligbt, truths of the ver' utmost vzdne
my opinions, ae'd more thnn one of my friends re- and impoôrtance, bewvevm' mi-.erably deficient hîi$
inember my, havinô (rom to time expressed thein. ~.nmoral chatacter. Whether 1 have myself


