
28THE MARITIME PIRESBYTERLA.T

HINDRANCES TO EVANG--'LI")TIC large famîilies once living in, eoîfort are,
LABOR IN NORTa CHINA. reduced to penury. C

DiY 11EV. 11VNTEiL COILiETT, 1). 1). , n the Northî, especially wlien winter
approliciler, grît ulliers fl(lck to the

Ancestral we&ibond ge to one au- cities, heping tu finci sonie limeans of wvard-
other's opin ions. and (it1wer Iind(rances, ing off st-vation. 'Paily, wr-etouhed-look-
neet lis ia ly. CIî"i4tiaîiity developes in- igw raigg l meni, woînen. andl chidren, il).

cliedneof thoughit and action, ilîich Creat nunîbers, înay be seunýt shiv'eringr ivithi
are flot found ainong the h2athen. Every cold, hastuing frolîn place to placeibg
o>îe fears the vile and bitter language of ging for food anu picking up cmdi(er-s aid
his neigtlibur. Whoever embracus Chiris- scrap)s of whatever ceos be riurnied or eatenl.
tianliby cannot eszitpc, ceusure aus 1 reproaci Lt is painiful. to sec the Nithieringc skeleto.
frolns the heathen, wvhose to igues. are pois of an. infant, on the armis of a h1ungry antl
onous trrovs. But the cheèf hinIrauices alinust naked ither, crying for- food. At
to our work ini the homes of the poor in niglit, hundreds of these pour people, suf-
Uie North, and, tu a lreextent, ail over ferhmg the paîsgs of hunger and cold, lîav-
Chuia, are the poverby of the people and ing no homes, crowd into littie Isuts or
the degrnadation. of the %voiin--n. Ili China slseds, or under the arches of tise city wvall,
millions toil i:icessantly to earis a scanty and sleep with no covering but a little
livelihood. Many N'aste. their time in straw or seaweed, which thîey nsay have
idlemess or dissip)ation. A fev are pus- beeni able te gathser. In. early inorning,
sessed of -ivealth, but thcy are se full of fromîs these dens of filth and darkness these
pride and selfIlînportance tInt they treat people issue forthi tu find, if possible, semne,
%vitlî iin-led feelings of conteuspt aîsd nîcans of prolonging a hif e of ksunger, cold,
idifference cvery effort to preach to thîcîn and often of vice. Language utterhy fails
"repest mîce towards God, and faith te- to express thc abject poerty of thousanda,

wards our Lord Jesus Christ." and temi of thiousands. Lt, seeîns almost
Everywlsere are met miiserable opiumî- incrediLle how beings be r> th iag

snso(kers, bearing, on tlîeir saddened and of God can becoine so wretched. There
unîaeiated ceuntonances marks of a linger- are no l)oor' laws, no peor tax, no work-
ing- but certain death. The fansilies of lieuses, no asylumns, no liospitals, arîd no
such are imnpoverislied and îseglected. provision for feeble'old agre or lsehpless in-

China lias v'ast natural resources, 'but fancy. The blisîd of both sexes grope
tlhe intense conservatisin and superstition tiseir way alcng, the streets begrging frein
of mieni in powver is sudsi thiat rich munes dour te dusor. Tliose w~ho have, daily -iv'e
zare ps-acticamlly undeveloped, and mîanufac- sumietlîig to the repeatcd cries cf dis-
turingr interest.e, for thse îîîost part, ne- tress; b't' ivhat is thîis aniong so nsany'.
g«lected. One resuit is tîsat Chiina's vast Tlscre is* wî. systeinatie effort to al]eviate
population caninot be supported iii coiîîfort. sufferiîsg, te raise tjie fallen, to reclains tise
lIidustry is su cm, ssped Qit mîillionss wbo vicious, to heal the sick and chothe tise
are anxiuus and able to work cannot ser-j nak.d. No voluntary agents devote thîcin-
cure remîunerative emîployisent. The selves to supplying thc wvants of others-
crushsing poverty tInt abounds cannot be The life-long, and daily burdei cf vast.
fully understood by thsose vhîo have iiever numnhers is, Wlîat sliu-.Il we cal. ? or wvlat
liv'ed aniong tIe peuple. lis solue parts cf sindi. we drink, ? or whlerewithal sîsail svc
China, strun- mein work the entire year for 'be clothed ? " WYlien Msuds are expected. to

wgsvaryingr f roîn one to five pouisds. jseek first the k,.iigd(oii of God and His
Catrpellters, 'veavers, and otlier crafts!nin riglîteousiiees, the question is coilstantly
are censidered furtuin:te if t.hey caxi clear asked, Hoiv is it possible for people, wilîo.
twehve shilling-s per niontli. Lt is netsur- *are cuîmeiled to work cvery day or
prising tîsat mien utterl3' snable to secure, st-srve, to kc'cp thie Sabbatls ?
tIe sinitlest necessities cf life fur tli- Anotîser great hindra'sce te tIse spreadl
selves and faînilies lose lseart, and over- of the G.ispeèl is tIse -legradlatioii and ig-
c0îne by mental distrese, are neot unfre- norance of tIse feîn;de sex Wurnîen arc
queîîtly dri'-en Lo sell tlîeir clilîdren, or rega rd cd practically as pr<>perty cf tIse
eveai take tlîeir owsn lives. Owing te re- *nmen. A nman îay sell liàs wife and
bellions, fre:juent famtines, and othier daugliter, anîd the law fails te protect
caluses, multitudes have lest ail the land thien. Polygalny is]lawful, and of connsoni.
and property whiclî thiey inheritcd, and occurrence ainim the officiai and iwealthy
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