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oid nian, returtied, bearing ini lier land some strr of
wild rose±.bush, w~ith long, straggling, rcd shoots, and but
syniptonis of leaf-buds. This muet% we couid tell front
its general appearance, but, of course, kt 'as no use in a
botanical point of viev.

1 wonder ivhat the old man thouglit wve iere search-
ing for, andJ where and wvhy bie took the trouble af dig-
ging it up. By way of thanks 1 took off my bat, and
îvaved it once or twice round my liead, ta which hie re-
sponded. ffVhat, lie wats-Nvbethier a duke in disguise,
or nierely a humble dabbier i science like ourseves-
reniains a mystery ta this day; for when w.. returned
aver the fence on our homeward way, h,- and bis
peaceful covs had disappeared froni the scene.

The sun had now becorne very hot, and wve -%vere glad
ta yicld up our burdens to our errant knight, whrn ive
met on the road rcturning to, our aid. It being Satur-
day, we were obligcd to finish our work in spite of tired-
ness, sa after a short rest we pracecded to, analyze and
arrange each specimen according to its Ilfanily,»
"9species,» and Ilvariety."

For this purpose, we use the IlManual of Botany of
the Northern United States," by Asa Gray, Professor of
Natural History in Harvard. Trhis manual is very comn-
plete, and includes niost of the plants native to this part
of the Dominion.

Each plant, aiter being Ilpreparcd "-that is, having
superfluous roots and leaves trimmed off-was laid upon
a sheet of piper, and another sheet 'vas carefully presscd
down upon it îvith the finger, snioothing leaf by leaf to
position. When the roat or stem is tao thick, the inncr
side niust be sliced away, or it\viil nat press nicely.

Having arrived at this point ail the djficulty was over.
We now placed a drier betwcen every two specimens,
and when a goodly pile had arisen we laid theni ini the
copying-press bctween two, calf-bound books, and screwed
it down.

The driers, manufactured during previaus evenings,
aire made af severai shecets of the poorest blotting papier,
'-sort, aId newspapers wiii do as wveil,-1igbtly stitched
together. The botinist sbould be provided with quite
a number af these useful articles, for îvhile the speci-
mens are under pressure, it is nccessary ta reniove the
driers often and substitute fresh anes.

As for the copyijng.prcss, ive wec certainly very lucky
in possessing that admirable invention. It had been
in the bouse a long time, and its discovery in the lum-
ber-ronî was hailcd with unconcealed joy. 'Mangle-
weights, irons, and other heav-y articles, answer the Ilur-
pose equally iveil, thaugh not so easy to maniage.

A wcek or so spent in careful watcbing, changing
driers, and sa forth, and ive had the satisfaiction of sc-
ing our specimens turn out remiarkably ive)].

And nowv we had cone ta the last stage, wvhich wu
managcd as neatly as possible, sticking each specimen
on a separatu sheet witb narrow strips af gunimed piper,
and having writtcn in the lowver riglix-hand corner the
IIfamuily," Ilgeneri," and IIcommon" naines, along with
the date, place of growth, and colour of the fiowcr, ive
consigncd aIl the shecets contnining plants af anc fimiy
ta, a dark-biue wvrapper, labeiled, and noiv "t bring forth
aur liorlus siccus, ta be seen of mien with pride and jay
-but anly whlen soniC kindred spirit crasses aur path.

Many ývere the trips we madc aiter that, in divers
places and at v'arious tines, but ncvcr toa oi4ýzn ta find
sornetbing new and somcetbing beautiful. The wild.
wvood ha-s a hundred scasons ta wbich wve, in aur Itigher
intelligence, pay little hccd, for the tirne ai the wide-
cyed JJlood-root is nal that of the Piolet, nor a.re .he honev
laden Columibine and the 7'riliiunzi exact contemporaries
af the Ox%-eyed dais>,. Sa vce stili go about, noxicing
here a little and thcrc a little ai the Great Creatar's

plan, as ail must do who not only see but observe, until
it is easy to say witb Elizabeth Barrctt Browning-

l arth's cranirnd ivith heiivci,
And CVMr comwuoi bush aire wvith Ood."

ALL FOOLS' DAY.

il 1ATCII OF FIRSI' 0F APRIL PRANKS.

Wben the day corntes ive ai know it. There is na
day like k. It stands out by itseii in the Calendar,-in
the Çanadian Calendar as well as in others. Therc's
the ivhispcring the night belore ; then the muffled
tripping ai mischievous little feet in the inorning; the
giggiing on the wvay dovn stairs,-thc laughter that, in
spite ai everytbing, ivill out; the sombre sînile ai mater
and pater; and the choking chuckiing ai the urchins.

Dear Old Canadian, bad you ever a piece ai paper
pinned ta your coat tail ? Did you ever walk jflt0 the
parlour expecting an important visitar after a iearfui pull
ai the door bell, ta find an cmpty salon, and even
flridget in hier apron strings suffocating front lber pro-
priery? WVere you ever sent ta the nearest booksellers
ta oblige a friend by bringing honme The History of
Eves Grandniotber ? Have you neyer asked, in the
corner Fancy Store, for ten cents worth ai Ilstrap ail,"
and found wlien kt was too late, a brigade ai boisterous
nephetvs on the alcrt ta Ilgive i" 'llard? Have you
neyer suppîied a fund ai merrinient for days after, by
your anc tbougbtless moment on entering the b)reakfast

IN ENCLAND
a nunîber ai years ago, a card ai invitation with a
m3'steriausly officiai look, was issued, as foliows:

Toyzit op LoNDoi1.
Admit the J3e=rer and Frieud to view the Annuat Certmony of

WVa.%hhîg the WVhite Lion oit April Ist. Admitted only l'y the
'White GSate. It is paurticularly requîested tlhat no gratuitics l'e
given to the %V'ftr'.ln or his Assistants.

Ail day long cabs rattled and rushed with self-satisfied
April Fools in quest ai the White Gate.

IN FRANCE
a lady had stolen a %,vatch front a friend's house on
April ist. Unfortunately for herseli she was detectcd,
but, keeping hertwits about hier, she tricd ta pass off the
affair as an April jolce. The migistrate, however, kept
lus wits about bun top, and sentenced the would-bc
îîracticai joker ta inîprisonnient tili the next Fool's Day.

WVbile Francis, Duke ai Lorraine, and his lady were
imprisoned in Nantes, they cfrcctcd a very clever escape
under shelter ai the day and its jokes. They l>otb dis-
guiscd thenîselves as pensants, his lordship %vith ai hod
on bis shoulder, and bier ladysbip carrying a basket on
hier back. At an eariy bour ai the day they passed
througli the gates oi the city.

Suspicion was aroused, however, in the mind ai a
peasant itho recognized the figuresand ran ta the guard
ta "'arn the s-zntry.

IlApril Fool"I cried tbe soldicr, and the cry 'vas
cchoed around froîn sergeant ta, captain.

During the day the story,-thc good jake, iras told ta
the Governor, who did flot se quite sa niuch fun in it
as had beené expcîed. Cnusing an examinatian to be
miade, hie had the mortification ta find that the jalce had
been but too wvcll pîayed. l'le duke and bis lady had
escaped.


