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Botwoon the Paciflc and the Prairis,

Having hinted at some of the British Colum.
bia defects in the development of export trade,
1t 10 not out of place to give a few similar hints
to mon aud firms of the prairie country, who
-ship to the Dacifio province, For certain
classes of goods tho markot there belongs to the
peoplo of Mavitoba and the Territories, if those
people will only tako pains and cater properly
for it, but unfortunately the necossary care has

_ not been given in tho past.
‘I'he millersoftheprairie country have already
_seenred a firm hold in the flour markot in Brit-
ish Columbia, thanks in somo measure to the
"liberal rates to tho coast fixed by the C. P. R,
“, management, but in a much greater measure to

; the caterprise and push of the millers them:
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& weat there. The limited milling powor, neces-
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.; selves. The flour of the Oregon mills is no poor
-1 article to compete ap~iust, but that made from
" ¥ the haid wheat of the praivie country is steadily
‘ forcing it out of tho British Colun.bia market,
. and while prices are kept right, the latter must

- % continuoto hold its ground there. Thus our mil-

lershave a good und profitable market inaneigh-
- boring province, out of which no competion can
Lﬁ drive them, until British Columbians themselves

# utilize some of their numerouy natural water
& powers, import our hard wheat, and manufac:
>4

3! ture for themselves.

That day may be near or
% distant just as eaterprise carriea out develop-
sary to supply the home demand, could never
compete with the huge milling ioterests of the
castern side of tho mouataios. Bat with a
footing in the Asiatic market, where surplus
products could be sold, & huge milling interest
¢ is not an impossibility in the Pacific proviace,
especially where power would cost nothing, but
tho expense of bringing it into harness so to
speak.
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| But the ficld in which the Manitoba exporter

finds widest scope in British Columbia, is in
butter, eggs, cured meats and such like goods.
In the two former articles Mannituba has al-
ready secured a footing but uothing more
than a footing. That the shipments of
eggs there are so limited in quantity
is not to be wondered at, for the surplus
over local demavd in the prairie country is by
no meaus geeat. But the power of production
is practicatly unlimiced, and the British Col-
umbia market for case egys is at the mercy of
Manitobans, if they will only cater properly for
it. In the first pluce this prairie country can
produce as fine eggs as avy in .he world, and
in the sccond place eggs produced hore can be
laid down there fresher and iu bettec coadition,
than they possibly can from any other outside

4

- source. Tne aimn of shippers to British Colum-

bia mnust therefore be, not to lay down their

cggs as good a8 from any other soure ¢, bus to

- lay them down fresher and better.  That mar-

ket is one, where quality tells in such goods,

and Manitoba can, and should stand number

ono for quality. Once that position is taken,
a much better market for eggs is secured,

What is truc in connection with eggs is even

, more 8o with butter. There is not a butter ex-

- pert in British Columbia, who will not admit,

but for grain and ather keeping qualities Mani-

* toba butter properly made excotls all others.

Ono heavy dealer thero asserted to a CoMyen-

¢ ClAL reprosentative, that weather which wou d

: reduce California hucter to little bettor than

. oil, or castern Cansdian batter to a soft state,

would scarcoly aflzot the firmness of well made

Maoitoba butter, *‘But” added tho samo man,
“from nowhere do we reccivo such a quantity
of butter in such miserable condition.”  Even
caro in the selec'inn of packages, and their ar-
rangement in size to meet tho wants of differ.
ent customors, would work a wondrous reform,
for it is not uncommon to see in Victoria or
Vancouver Manitoba tub butter froia tho best
creamnries, selling at 23 to 26c a pound, and
buttor from the coast states, much inferior in
fibre and othor natural qualities, but made up
into fresh looking rolls of about two pounds,
aod in beautiful fresh coudition selling at 33ca
pound. Thereis no reason why Manitoba but-
ter should not bo sent thero as fresh, and in as
attractive form as any imported from elsewhere,
Tho timo in transit and system of carriage is
such as to give Manitobs an advantuge over all
others in this respect, so no blame can be at.
tached to the C. P, R. in this matter. The en.
tire blame lies with Manitoba butter makers,
and until they mind their ways, they caunot
securt a first place in tho British Columbia
market.

Consideruble might bo said about a pork sup.
ply for British Columbia from the prairie conn.
try, Liut the state of hog production in Mani-
toba is something disgusting. Yeor after year
enough damaged wheat and other grain is sold,
and shipped cast from Manitoba, to bo used as
hog and cattlo feed elsewhere, and enough pota.
toes and other roots are allowed to rot, which.
if fed to hogs here, would produce annually
hundreds of thousands pounds of pork, and
make the proviuce un exporter instead of an im-
porter of such meat, Ivis uscless to say that
our local market is limited and does not allow
scope for further developmens, British Colum-
bia can take a big surplus, but it can take only
hams, bacon and other meats well cured and in
prime condition. Al perk properly fed in
Manitoba has an excellent flavor, and is entirely
free from the danger of trychenmae. If our
farmers will only produce enough of it, our
curers have alvantages in climate and other

account of meav passing through their hands,
and s00n raise the reputation of the province
for producing cured meats.  In this, as i overy
otber article of food, is must be kept steadily in
view, that British Columbia wants a first class
quality only.

Having used up quite a little space on the
subject of mutual trade batween the countcies
on cach side of the mountains, it might not be
out of place to devote alittle attention to

MINING IN THE MOUNTAIAS,

It is not the intention here to treat of the
coal mining of the Pacific coast or the Island of
Vancouver. That industry is so far developed
as to require no notice. Nor would it be wise
te follow the trail of miniog ia the Cariboo and
other districts, but make a stact in inland in
tho Columbia and Kootenay district, where
there is overy prospect of mining taking shape
very soon a8 an industry of value to tho coun-
try.

In ontering a mining country it is tantilizing
to meet with so many obstacles as are found in
tho track of real developinent. First to be met
is the wandering adventurer, who has usually
more inclication for wandering and dreaming
than work. This speculative nuisanco is one of
the heaviest loads upon mining yrogress, for he
bolongs to the class, who will neither work nor

starve, and he will contrive by some means to

essentlals, which will caable them to givea good |

live on the industry of othets. Nextcomes the
olaim agent who usuully resides in the town
nearest to where a mining region is being open
ed. He is nsually a loquacious loafer,who ucts
as a middleman between tho wanderiog advon-
turer and the sucker to bo salted, and shares in
the make when the victim is landed. There is
the capitalist shark too, with & fow thousand
dollars of looso cash, with which to secure an
interest in some good claim, and work so as to
freeze out the original owner if possible, and
look outside for a new set of partners with
funds enough to stund liberul milking.  Some
of Lhose nuisances have made their appearance
in the Columbia and Kootenay district, but on
the whole that country has beea pretty freo
from such parasitic pests, There are scores uo
doubt of claim hunters threading their way
through the gorges of the mountains prospect.
ing for valuable metalic deposits, but the great
butk of them are men of experience and in real
carnest about the work they are engaged in,

Taking the town of Rovelstoke as a starting
point, it is now beyond doubr, that a country
rich in valuable metallic ores lies all around.
But it is equally certain that those valuable de-
posits are not tv bo doveloped and made to pay
by the placer digger, and thsb only a combina-
tion of capital, machinery and mining skill can
make them valuable. From this towa the Col-
umbia and Kootenay Steam Navigation Co.,
tun steam boats twice a whek during the open
season down tho Columbia river and upper and
and lower Acrrow Lakes to Sproat’s Landing,
where tho C. P. R. Co. have constructed a Yige
of raad some twenty five miles long to the
growiog mining towns of Nelaon, from which
another line of boats 1un in connection utiliziog
Kootenay Lake and river down south into
United States tercitory. This combinations of
water and ran transportation has opened up,
what is bound to prove the most valuable tract
of mining country in the Dominion. The couva-
try abounds in deposits ot lead, and copper, and
shows unmistakable signs of silver and gold
also. The days of prospect and assaye are
about over, and real work has commenced in
quite a number of places. Among the claimy
being worked in tbe Nelson and Toad Mountain
districts are the Silver King or Stall mine, the
Dandy, the Grizzly and others, Oa these
cloims over oae huudred men were at work in
August, aud the pumber has been steadily ian- -
creasing as tho scason advances.  In the Lar-
deaux river country several claims ave to be
opened up in the coming spring, and around
tho Toad Mountain country several new mines
will probably co:rmence operations about the
same time. East of Ruvelstoke the Iilecille-
waet country has some rich mianeral deposits,
and thesc are likely to be operated upon with
the openiog of spring. There sre numerous
other points where rich finds will no doubt gsen
be operated on, and altogether there is & pros-
pect of a stimulating of mianing affairs into that
heaithy state, where they take shzpe as a valu.
able industry. In giving this impetus to legiti-
mizing mining, the C. P. R. company and the
Coluinbia and Kootenay Steam Navigation Co.,
have been the $wo great forces ag work, and it
seems as if their efforts in this direction are go-
ing to bear fruit very soon, It is just possible
that befere another year passes, Tite CoMMER-
ciaL will be able to record much more substaa-
tial progress in the mining affira of tho Colum-
bia and Kootenay district, -



