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DIRECT IMPORTERS

TEAS, SUGARS, WINES, LIQUORS and GENERAL GROCERIES
CORNER PRINCESS AND BANNATYNE STREETS, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA.

JOHN PARSONS,

W. J. PARSONS.

R. A. ROGERS,

THE PARSONS PRODUCE CO.,

R. A. ROGERS, Manager.
——\WHOLESALE YACKERS AND JOBBERS QF——

Fancy Dairy and Creamery Butter, Eggs, Apples,

AND DRESSHEHD POULTRY.

GENERALCOMMISSION MERCHANTS.

175 Main Street, Cauchon Block,

Telephone 620.

Winnipeg, Man.

RerERENCES : Imperial Bank of Canada, Winnipeg, Man. and Parkhill Banking Co., Parkhill, Ont,

Editorial Notes,

SrrakING of the dry goods trade, the Mont.
real Trwle Bulletin says the only ‘exciting
feature has been the discussion aroused by the
circular issued by a wersterv house offering
goods at cost price. It is said to have origi-
nated in a squabble between rival houses, one
of which to injure the others has offered goods
as stated.” Western, as used by cur Montreal
contemporary, does not of course mean any
house west of the lakes, but simply some Onta.
rio house. We do not think any of cur western
houses would engage in such an unbusiness.like
move ag selling goods av cost. To sell at cost
means to do business at aloss. This is biting
off your nose to spite your face with a vengeance.
The dry goods trade of the east must boin a
terribly demoralized state, if it is as bad as
represented by ihe Dontreal journal, but we
certainly think there must be gsome mistake
about it. The thing is too iucredible for
belief.

THE official crop report for Oantario, which
we publish elsewhere iu this issue, it will be
noted does not give a very hopeful statement
regarding theapple crop. This crop is reported
to be even less than last year. Notwithstand-
ing the light Ontario apple crop, however, it is
believed that pric:s for this produst will be

very reayonable. A considerable portion of the
apple requirements of Manitoba have in the
past been drawn from the United States, and
the crop in the latter country is gencrally un-
derstood to be good, whereas last year it was
very short, If Ontario apples are scarce and
dear, we can therefore rely upon importations
from the south. But it is not expected that
prices will be high in exstern Canada, as United
States matkets will influence the situation
there. Considerable will depend upon the de.
maod from across the Atlantic, as to the course
of prices. Even with the light crop, there
will be some apples for export from eastern
Canada, and the export demaud will have a
good deal to do with values,

Last week Tne ComuercrAL flatly coatra-
dicted the contention of the fishery department
at Ottawa, that the southern ead of Lake
Winnipeg had been fished out. Iadian Agenot
A. Muckle, states in his anaual report for 1889,
that “‘more whitefish were caught in the
Winpipeg river, Fort Alexander bay, and at
the mouth of the Red river last fall than has
been the case for some years past. Ia fact,”
he says, ‘‘there were more caught at the mouth
of the Red river, than at any similar season for
thirty years.” This, coming from such a

source, offectually disposes of the hap-hazard
statoment that the southern end of the lake is
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fished out, it further argument were necessary
in the premises. The statement that thie por
tion of the lake was fished out, we believe first
came from Indian agent Vanhoughnet, and nov
one of his own agents cirectually disposes of the
reckless statement, We may add, that the con
ments of THRCOMMEROCIAL upon thisfishery gues
tion,have been guided by careful enquiry amouy
leading Icelandic residents, as well as othen
who are posted in the matter, besides whicl
the writer has given personal study to the Lab
Winnipeg fisheries for some years.

Tue \Wionipeg board of trade has taken:
proper step in urging the drainoge yuestin
upon the local government.  This is a matte
which has been neglected of late years, ouna:
count of the light annual rainfall experiencd
since 1885. It is well kunown that before tht
period of dry years set in, there were extensi.
districts in the province which were urgently
in need of drainage. Then followed a seriesd
years remarkable for light raiufall, durizg
which the need of drainage was not apparest.
Now that we have had a return to seasopsd |
increased rainfall, the necessity for draivageis
a number of districts has been shown. b soce |
districts, particulaily in the eastern portiond :
the province, there has been considerable lo

this year. from surface water remaining upn
the land. The matter of drainage for low di

tricts, should not have been allowed to lap

on account of t}?e dry season, The n‘eed‘:l‘ :
inace, though not so apparent, was jus
:'iex:l. "Te Wuag never believed that the dy
sesons would continue indefinitoly, and 3
veturn of the moiiter yesrs meant hardshiph
those located in certain districts, Itisto be
hoped the matter will be taken up with vigre
The present season will indicate where drai2s
are most urgently needed, and these could k¢
mapped out, so that in case of a_return of dry.
seasons, the work could be continued just tb¢ .
game,




