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TUE VOLUNTEER REVIEW

THE SAN JUAN QUESLIUN,

(Fvom the Bort ope Times.)

Wo copy Uelow the lotiarofa Me. Brown
ing, of Perdy, which-appearéd in the Toren
{o Alail. M¢. Brotvalng hag'lived for muny
years in Vancouver. aad is inlfmmtoly con.
neoted with its.geography. lcom bus stato.
ment, it appears that the importatico of the
Island of San Juan has beon groatly over
estimntgd, and'that our warth and grief over
tho decisivn of the Emperor of Gerntany is
really not warited, for the Dominion re.
tains not alono broad andt deep ‘channols,
liko the Plumper Pass, bt it seemns that
thostrategical position of the Island of San
Juan has been greatly over valuetl, nnd that
there is little fear that fts guns will sweep
the broad channel of the Canal fo Muo
with {ts many Islandy, of thé almost uniform
width of moso thaw thventy my* 5.

P the Bdilor of the Matl '

Sir,—1 have read with feclings of sl i
and indignation soino’focent articles on tlie
San Juan question, eopied from the London
Times, &,y aud formng tlio basis of several
alarming loaders in the Turonto Gi be. I
a nshmr}ed t.!n.;t wiiters who profess o
ledd public opinion should "know s> 'ittle of
the fucts of ncase on which {hey reasan so
dogmatically, and inglignant to bo told Ly,
them that our Dpminion future is only a,
‘dream,’ anid that wo are “lo cieep lo the
ocean underthé gling of' an  American for-
tress,!” o ! o

I know San Juan well; 1 sailed outside of
it in 1859 ; Iviated iy in Her Jajusty's ship
Satellite, when Captain Provost took posses
sion of its westeilyshore. Ibaye heen around
1t, on it, and sailect by it dozens of times, and
therefore, may be presumed to know of
what I wrile,

In ruoniog from New Westinin-ler or
Burrard’ Inlet, steamers invariably pass
through Plumper Pass,it being twenty miles:
from the mainland, and forty from Victoria,
Vancouvor I[sland. 7This Pass'is nwvigable
for the largest ship, 1 wysell Jiwving been
through it in a vessel of tno thuysanltons,
Vessels going to tha'sed by this ‘route need
not go néhrer San Juan “‘thdn’ eiglit:' or tén’
miles, and the.courae is on the Vancouvar.
Is]nnd,f/and nqot, or:] the San .,I;bun side. Tl
sight _from San Juun towards Vancpuver
Istand, is broken by isfands ;u'pd‘ aver ?vnler
exposed to bieavy south enast ‘gales, and gen.
erally hazy. T haveoften dnd agnin stood,
with others-on.deck of passing vessels and
Jaughed at the fears then, whispered, but
now openly, avowed, of American guns
swéeplliz thé Canal de Maro and dtiting
British shipping from:beforé them. But,
granting all that is said of an opposite.char-
acter, there:are harbors on the mainland
equal to Esquimaplt; and Burrard “Infet,
I presume, among that number. Bat how
can we get to open ? By the Straits of ticor-
gin, thus evading the bugbear, San Juan,
altogether..., But thut conisv says the Globe,
is|, 11 but iypyaeneable. Thovessels ot Her
Majesty’s navy and the [Tudson’s Bay ships
snd ‘trading shipshave gone that way from
the metnory:of men, and e meil steamara
of the ‘Tnited Staie, and war vessels too
pass through these Straits to day on theiwr
wuy to and from Alaska, But admittng all
this to prove these Siraits impracticible,
what about the'long * coast liné nnd muny
harbors troln theioith end of Vuncouver
Island upito Fort Simpson and beyond ? Our
Domiuion is on, *spent uplUtica,! =and it is

sheer folly, or sometlung worse, to tell us
that becuse San Juan goes to tho Ameri

aus, our listory ns & Dominion is alrendy
aritten. It has too loug bLeen t-hen for
granted that Vietoria and Vaneonver Islnd
we, as the 7imes doalnres in cffiet Rettish
Columbia. Wocould let Vancouver Island
0 with San Juan, and yetsurvave the disas
« . Wo have g .10 aud silver, coal wi d lum-
her, harbors and fi-heries, pairies and u
lands, outside of Vancouver Island; nud in
spito of San Juan and the 2%mes, woshall
mo duv awako from our dream  to find our-
solves famous.

Yours, &2,

Perey, Nov. 19, 1872,

A. Browsino.
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THE CRREL SHIP OYDRA.

The Hydra, 4, duuble screw, iron armor-
plated turret ship, 335 tons (2107 old miea-
surement), 1625 indicated horse pawer (230
J0unnal), will leayo the Clyde for Devon.
puit on Weluesday. Ao ace.ant of a pro
limipary  trid  which  took  placo  on
Thuraday states that as she proceeded ata
algw [ce Letw on the divisi s of the Chan-
ael Liect Ui tasiet o an olject of great
mterest to the scanen on board the syua-
dron ships, who crowded on deck to see her
pass.  After getling clear of thofleet, the
Hydi stgmed.nidte rapidly,and went pret.’
tily. thraugh the water.  She proceeded’
down channel, and had a very successful
teial of hier engines, attaining o speed of up-
wards of cleven knots au howr. In the
ovening she returned to her anchorage at
tho Tail of the Bank., ‘This ship was con-
structed by Messts. Johmn Elder & Co.,
Fairfield. Govap.  She is one of four armour-
ed turret vams ordered Ly the Government
in August, 1870, during the carlier stages of
the Franco Prussian war. [I'ho design is not
ahoéclher a novel one, the Cerberus and
Magdala. 'lggw‘in'g Leer Lt for tue defence
ol ,zhe harckors of Melbyugng and Bombay
r;hpeg(}ycly,ﬁ*om plans,which were modified
verys}i huly,for th. so four vessels.Tho ships
of the Jlydra class are intgnded for coust do
fence, hence they arve wob rigged, and have
very shallow draft ot water; besides which,
the lowness of the frecboard, only three fect
six inches, precludes them from keep
ing the sea with safety or comfort. The

Hydra is & breastwork momttor, the chief
featyro in which is that above.the upper
decﬁ—lwhich is of 13 inch iron and eight
inches of teakwood—a breastwork is erected
1t js constructed of one inch of iron, ten in-
ches of teak, and then armour plates cight
fnches nod mmné inches thick, the deck
abave Deing.of 13 incly iron and 3} inches of
teak., . Within tbis breastwork 1s fitted the
steering wheel and -engine, also the engines
for turning the turrete, tha latter revol ing
pon. rollers on the. ypper deck insido
| enther.gnd of the breastwwms, projecting to
aheight of about sevenleet above it, and
fipae the guns oswr its surface. Tho ouly
meang of access.to within the ship is from
Iuichos on; the deck of this hreasuwork, nnd
tho height at which entrance is obtained
c.an bo further increased by-shutting upall
tho apertures as high as ihe flying deck,

1L, tia-lined paclzots,

which reachies to aheightof ten fect alovo
the breastwark, and extends from turrot to
turret  ‘T'his ship is steared and othorwise
navigited from  this deck in fine wenther,
Lut, when necessary, tho operntions can bo
canducted insldo tho breastwork, the pilot,
in this ease, bemg stationed in anjnrmour.
cnsed tower, extending soventeon feet nbove
*ho Drenstwork, and from whish he can scan
the horizon by metns of narrow sightholes
cut In it,  Owing ‘o tho peculinr construe.
tion of the Hydra, it is necessary to ventl-
ato her artsliciilly, The Iydrais 225 fect
long, 43 feet broad, 16 feot depth of hold,
At hier load draught sho wiil draw 151t. 9in.
The sidesare protected by n belt of 8-inoh
armour above and O-inch armour below
tho  wator line, fittel upon tenk
varying from 16 to 12 inches thick, Ihis
belt is 7 feet wide,Sandf both armor and
backing towards the oxtromities.  Tho tur.
rats nro two inJnumber, Jconstructed®of two
thiclknesses of } inch plate, and protected
by armour plates 10 inches and 9 inches
thick, fitted on backing 9 inchies and 10 in-
ches thick. [3Eachituiret carriesi8-ton guns,
firing projectiles weighing 4U0lbs., and con-
suming 6.1bs. of powder at each discharge.
‘Tho turrets can bo turned no*only by steam
engines but also by hand, in the event of the
former breaking down or being damaged,
Cho IHydra is being propelled by twin
serows,worlsed by engines onMessrs. Elder's
compound priuciple.  She carries 280 tons
of coal, which will enablo her to stesm
about fificen days continuously.— Broad Ar.
row.
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Tho aflidavil of President Watsou, of the
Erie Railway, avers that Company has cause
of action agamst Gould for more than the
sum of $9,726,541, to which interest is to be
added ; that such cause of action arises from
the fraudulentdotontion, embezzlement and
misapplication of tho money, and proper.y of
said Company,

Tho aight Lundred ‘tracklayars on the
extension oi ihe Winoun and St. Puter Rail:
road have bad communication cut offby a
snouslorm since last Tuesday night. Fears
were entertained for them, but it appears

they are all right and not even suffering.

A mecting of Radicals, called for today
having Leen prohibited, troublo was ex-
pected, and troopy were posted Yyesterday
in the principal squares, and at all strong
points in'the city, The Radicals bad yet
made no move or attempt to resist theGov.
ecament's order, and tue city this morniug
is quiet,

BREARFAST.~EPPsS's CO00A—~GRATEF© AYD
CoMIORTING.~Tho very agreeablo obaracies uf
this proparation hasrondored 14 8 gonoral favos-
tte. Tho C.cll Servicé Gazetle remarks:—'Tho
singalar sucoess which Mr Epps atlainod by
his homampathic proparationof cocoa has never
been surpassed by any experimentalist. By a
thorongh knowledgo ofthonatural lays which
goveriithe operations-otdigoestion and nutrition,
and by acaroful application of the fine proper-
ties of wellsolected cocoa,Mr. Epps hias provid-
ed ourbreatfasttablos with a delicately fasour.
ed beverage which may save us many hoavy
doctors’ bills.” AMadesimply-with boiting wate
lormilk, Soldby theTradoonty in 1., 31b., and
labellcd—JAMES 1£PPs &
!C.o., fIympo)athic Chemtatd, Tondon, England
!




