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Tho French army, like tho English, being
recruited mniuly from the poorer and less
educated classes, it is more dificnlt to get
this selection of marksmen. Intho British
servico,jt haanot yet been attempted, and
thousands of pounds sterling nra fired away
by men who may boe short-sighted or too illi-
terato to read the figures on a tangent scilo
or time-fuze. In the French service thero
wasan offort to remedy this by selecting
poinferers; but the character of the French
seems to place them ata disadvantage in the
use of nrms of precision, and the old Fureur
Francatse of historic chivalry has a tendency
to waste ammunition.

If L may venture to fofn an opinion, and
be permitted to express it, it appears to me
that the French Aabitan, whefher it Le that
he is more directly descinded from the old
Nor ¢ Norman type, or that two centuries of
residence under the rigours of n climate ns
severeas that of Seandinavia, the original
cradlo of his race, have cooled down the ex
citability and given him tho character s
well as something of Ltho pAysique of the Ten
ton~twhatever be the cause, I beliete he
makes an excellent gunner; and 1 cannot
buthave confidencs in the military future of
8 forco in which are happily blended the des-
cendants of those who fought under Wolle
and Montealm. Past fields of victory, gained
by combined French and English Caunadians
on this continent, point to the same conclu-
stn.

TACTICAL.

The first artillery tactical consideration is
nmobility, without which therecan be no ap
plication of tactied™in the field.

The French had no practical mobility, for
they had no means of carrying the gunners
(except {ar the few horse artillery of the
guard). Theic light guns well horsed could
move with facility ; hat tho men wers car-
ried on ammunition waggons which had to
be left far in the rear out of fire. A gun
without & gunner, is the same as a body
without 2 soul.

Until tho present year, the English and
French were the only two powers who re-
tained this antiquated system. The Prus-
sians carry sufficient ganoers to work the
gun on uxle-treo scats and limber boxes.
Even if it wero agreeable to a mixed au
dience, timo will not perwmit me to go into
details of artillery tactical lessons ; saffice it
1o say generally, that the last is the only
war in which both sides havo been complete
Iy armed with breech loading small arms
and rifled cannon. Previous struggles show
us chiefly what toavoid ; and though gene-.
ral principles remain unaltered, theic appii-
*ation must not be fettered by thoold stereo-
typed idea that artiliery must conform to its
infantry—for, as a rule, the limit of infantry
fireis the commencement of modern artillery
cficacy.

its double action, as divisional or support-
ing, and reserve or striking, in obedienco to
a master mind, must never be lost sight of.
Artiliery action, therefore, more than ever
requires an artillery head. The dictum of
tho first Napoleon, that ‘¢ tho general en-
zagement once begun, he who has the ad-
dress to bring suddenly and unkaown to the
enamy, an unexpected amount of artillery
10 bear upon the most important points, is
sure (0 carry them,” reminins unchanged,
but it is to Lo acted upon, not in  spirit of
servile imitation, by an agglomeration of
zuns at closo range, but when practicable,
by a dispersion of batteries and a concentra-
tionof fire.

Everything points to tho fact that field ar
tillery 18 not nforce to bo extemporized on
emergency : and Prussian experience of ar-

tillery fuilurain 1865 (for there has been

Prussian  fuilure) shows, in the words of
i Caplain Hozier, * that « large infusion of
raw  clemends into  Field-Artillery, to
strengthen it suddenly. defeated its object
by erippling the efliciency of batteries.”
‘This paper may appear meagro ; the subject
has already been overwritten ; but I have
sifted my facts on tho very ground of the
theatro of war, amang the very actors them.
selves ; and I have not neglected to avail
mysell of pamphlets and books- amongst
others thit of Captain Ilozier, formerly of
the Royal Artillery, and a work full of inter.
est that lately came into my hanlis in this
city~—* ‘I'he Franco Germw War,'” by Elilu
Rich. The subject of modern steges is too
largoe to bo included in this prper, which
must elrely have tixed your patience. I
whinle the last and most impaortant lesson we
have to lay to heart as cilizens and soldiers,
i3 that neither science, strategy, technical or
tacticil skill, can avait anything to the arm-
ies of a peopls who suboridinate these things
to the necessities of a political fuction.

We copy the following humorous descrip-
tion of & ** base ball club '’ at Dundas, from
an enchange. Itis fully equal to anything
of Mark Twains and very much in his style.

“Yeonine™ of Duandas, if the following
sketch of their individual capabilities is to
bo received as reliable, must belong to the
order of invincibles. The Champions,
orlGuclph, will require to look to their lau.
rels: .

“ Tho pitcher for the sammer of 1872 had
been practising for several weeks outside of
the town limits, and though not feeling well
can throw a regalation ball with such swift.
ness that it cannot be scen unless covered
with phosphorus, and often tho friction oc-
casioned by its passage through the air
causes a heat so great ag to burnthe ball to
ashes before it reaches the catcher, who
only fiuds a mass of cinder in his hand. The
assistant or reserve pitcher has been practis-
ing but a few weeks, but e can throw « ball
through cigateen inches of otk plank now
and if ho kevps on, the man on deck will be
compelled to encase his stomach with amo
nitor turret and other armor, or suffer the
consequences.

*"The catchier has been for three weeks
past  engaged in breaking up pig iron
at tho foundry, and to still further toughen
his hands, hie altows tho big twenty-ton trip
hammer to drop on them two hours cach
day ; theyare now about thesize of a wind
mill, and if a ball gets by him it will be by
traversing the atmosphere of an adjoining
county. The reader can gamble on this.

“The first baseman is trying the diet sys
tem to sieady his nerves, and can let & mule
kick himin the abdomen without winking.
He will never movo his foot from a sand
bag unless it bo in the line of his duty, and
tho runner for the first base may light upon
him like nright hawk ona June bug mthout
making him swerve a hair,

- The second baseman has developed him-
self more especially for miscellancous and
active gservice. Lo can stand oa his head,
catch a ball with his feet, reverso his position
and knock a grass hopper off from a mul.
len stalk at eighty rods, nino times oud of
ten. ‘Therewill bo no useina runner try-
ing {0 dodge bim, for hio has globe sighis on
his nose, and can plumb a man in the hull
or rigging, just as e chooscs.

** Thoshort stop is probably the best man
for this position that ean be found this sido
of tho Suez canal. Heis short himself, and
hias lived on pic-crust all winter, can tum

 thirteen sonersailts without spitting on s

handz, and ecatchia bull with equal Tacility
in eithor his haud or lus tecth.

*The thivd baseman has been malking
sauerkrout and riding a velocipede all winter
to dovelop the muscles of his lower limbs,
which are immense, and give him tho ap-
pearanco of beiu§ troubled with elephantia.
sis.  But don't fool yourself; he can run
down a giraffs in three minutes,and can bat
a ball 30 far that bis opponents never think
of chasing them thesime duy they are hit,
but proceed with a new ball.

“The threo fielders have been frisking
nbous mn the country all winter, and drink-
ing angle.worm oil to give suppleness to
their limbs. 'They go on all fours faster than
many professionals can run, and are so lim-
ber that circus men died oft like sheep after
secing them perform once,

In fact, wemay well be proud of our club
for the present year, and if thereis any or-
ganization in thecountry that can compete
with them, let tliem draw on us at™ gix
months' sight through the Uhited States
Treaslry Department (or sooner if they get
a sight of us,)slating bow many dollars worth
olf lt’:onﬁdenco they feel in their favourite
club.

. We do not forget.our club manager, who
is all that a father could be to his boys, and
who does much more than his name would
indicate to make tho season and its matches
successful,

‘“'The scorer for tho present year has been
selected as the champion whittler of the
country. e has purchased a bran new
koife and two, thousand shingles, and will
keep his notches on the double entry plan,
thatis ono entry for the other side and two
cuts for his own.”’

Larcz God Caxes rroM VIOTORU.—Last
month’s Australian mail brought a state-
ment that the largest cake of gold ever seen
was eshibited in Sandhurst and Melbourne,
tho weight of which was 2,564 oz, with =
value of over £10,000. That cake was the
result of a fortnights work of the Great Ex-
tended Hustler's Quartz Mining Company,
Sandhurst ; but the same company in their
next fortnight's worlk, altogether surpassed
their previous success, and turned out a
ciko weighing no less than 3,764 oz, and
worth more than £15,000. The yield from
quartz mines now exceeds that from allu-
vial mines. 1¢is siated thabthe Stockyard

Creck diggings, situated near Port Albert,
and close to tho most southern part of tho
Australian continent may bo now classed
among the permaunent gold ficids of the
colony. Theso diggings which wero only
discovered somo few months ago, are situat-
ed 1n a part of the colony not previously
found to be payable as a goldfiold, and itis
thought that very shortly the country bo-
tiveen thom and tho next diggings some
forty or fifty miles inland, will be all found
to be moro or less of a gold-bearing cha-
racter. At present the country ref~rred to
is an almost impcnotmlﬂo scrub, in which
it is next to impossiblo for travellers to
penelrate, bat it isexpecced that tracks will
soon bo cul through it, after which pro-
specting in it will no doubt be energetically
carried on. Ia Decewber {wo nuggets,
weighing respectively 21 oz, and 32 oz, wero
obtained in ono claim at Stockyard Creck.
Reports of large fields inotherdiatricls, are
also reported.



