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quired, but from these batteries tho services
of experts conld be ohtained to inspect pro.
poily, repair periodically, and keep in ovder
the artiliery and valuable military stores
recently acquired, also (what is now most
urgently needed) undertake the periodical
inapection «nd 1epair of the breech-loading
Snider, rifles in the hands of the infantry,
By ths gystem of ongaging the men for only
twolve months, means would be afiforded to
very many men in the garrison artillery for
passing through a practical schiool of gun.
nory, and it may be calculated that at least
170 thoroughly well trained gunners would
be annually passed out of theso batteiies,
and available at any time for the defenco of
the country.

The details connectod with tho proposed
establishment of' theseo yarrison batteries of
artillery, I shall have the honor to submit
for the consideration of Government in a
special Report hereafter.

ANNTUAL INSPECTION,

In the beginning of the raonth of Septem-
ber, whilst many corps wero at their annual
iraining, I proceeded, to inspect in Military
Districts Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5.

Tn last year's Report it was recommonded
that the annual drill should be performe:l
by Brigades, encamped in their respective
Brigado Divisions, for several reasons :—

Ist. As tho defence of the country against
such raids as havo recently been made from
the territory of the United States, cannot be
properly undertaken by the independent
action of detached bodies, unsupported by
artillery, and unaccustomed to act together.
it becomes desirable to form Field Brigades,
and to aceustom tho vatious corps in every
Brigade Division to assemble and act to-
gother a8 a Brigade, under tho officer com-
manding the Militia in each District, assisted
by s Staff (basing tho general system to be
adopted throughout the country on the plan
of throwing the defen.o of every district
agaiost such raids, on the Brigales of Active
Militia resident thercin, who can, if neces
sary, boe supported by other Brigadoes from
the nearest District )

2nd. To assimilate, as far as possible, the
practice. in time of peace, of the stops neces-
sary to bo taken to assemble the Active
Militia in each district rapidly on uny point
in the event of sudden invasion, so that
when such an emergency occurs no uncer-
tainty or confusion may arise.

3rd. To facilitute-the eostablishment of a
uniform and more effective system of super-
vision, inspection, diill, and target practice
at the annual drill, .

4th. To accustom the threo arms of the
sorvice, cavalry, artillety and mfantry, to
work togetber in Brigade, thus atforuing all
ranks an opportunity at the ennual Qidl of
acquiring somo knowledae of tho military
duties they wonld bo called upon to perform
in the event of invasion,

Already great progress in cfficiency has
been tho result of the adoption of thus sys-
tem. Indeed, the advantages of it cannot
be over estimated, for it must be remem-
bered that the Domivion of C.mada has heen
for some time past exposecd (and 18 probably
still liable) to sudden attack from armed
citizans of the United States (c.lling them
selves Fenians,) in large budies, unless
therefore accustomed beforehand to concen.
trate and act in combined bodies (such as
Brigades,) the Active Militia nught, vn any
sudden inroad, be caught by the cuemy
when in détached parties, taken at u disad-
vantage, their concentration prevented or
interfered with, and they would be liable to
the danger.of balng defested in datail, By

tho adoption, however. of this system of
Brigade Camps, mobilizing as it were, fora
1ow days annunlly, each brigade throughout
the country, mast valuable practice is af-
forded, andin the eventof suddon invasion,
any brigade could be rapidly assembled in a
condition to take the field at 'nce, every
man knowing beforehand tho auty he hasto
perform—thus a handy 4eld brigade of from

2000 to 3000 men, with some cavhlry, or

mounted riflemen, and a few field guns at-
tached, would be in a position to meet
and cftectually dispose of, such hostile an
predatory bands, as havo of late years
threatenad, and actually invaded the Do.
minion ; judging also (by last year's experi-
ence) from the apparent disinolination dis.
played by the Government of the United
States to control their own citizens, or their
inability to prevent such outrages as have
occurrad, tho necessity for Canada being in
a position to do so is obvious.

Another important step in progress has
taken place during last season, by the in-
troduction, for tbe first time, at the annual
drill, of a regular systom of target practice
by companies in succession, under their own
officers, on tho system, us far as circum.
stances will admit, observed in the regular
srmy, each man firing, under supervision,
fivo rounds at 200, five at 400, and five at
600 yards, 15 younds per man inall; and
with view to the encouragement of this
most important part of military training, a
certain number of prizes (to be given to
those who obtained, at the annual drill, the
highestshooting figures of merit,) were given
by Government ; the amount of these prizes,
with other details being published in Gener.
al Ordars, dated 26th August, 1870, a copy
of which will be found in the Appendix.

(To bo continued.)
TUOE BRITISH ARMY BILL.

In Puncl’s ** Essence of Tarliament’’ we
find thefollowing:—

My, Secretary Cardwell presented the
Government Scheme for the Re-organization
of the British Army—the one important
measure for which the British Nation was
impatient.

These are the principal features of the
Scheme :—

Ttis proposed to unite all the forces of the
country into one defensive army, the whole
to oe under tho command of General officers
of districts. subordinate to one commander
in-chief, and all to be under the supreme
control of the government. .

‘I'ho Horse Guards moved into the War
Office.

Lords Lieutenant are mo longar to grant
Comussions in tho Auxiliary forces. That
15 to be done by the Queen.

Tlaces of training are to be established.

Staft'Colonels are to Iook after the Aux.
iliaries,

‘The Volunteers are taken in hand by the
authorities. No moro playing at soldiers;
every man must learn to be a rifle shot, and
every man must attend regularly. The offi-
cers aro to bo instructed, so that they may
be really oflicers.  The Volunteers will often
be brigaded with the Regulars, and at such
times will be under tho same discipline as
the Army. They are calculated at 170,000.

The Militia to be improved and enlarged.

The purchase of Commissions in the Army
Is abolished.

Compensation thug occasionad will cast
Eight Millions.

Commissions will ha gbiaiged by compe.
tive examination.

No more Corneta } no more knelgns,

Promotion is to bo by Selection.

There is lo be no Compulsory Ballot, at pre.
sent, but in casoof an Emorgency the Queen
can summon Parliament, and thus such a
Ballot may be ordered.

Wae are told that the United Army of the
country, that is, the Regulars, Militia, Yeo.
manry, Two Reserves, and Volunteers will
amount to 470,717 men
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[The Editor does not hold Afmsel/ responsible for
tndividual expressions of opinton {n communt.
cations addressed o the VOLUNTEER REVIEW. |

THE WIMBLEDON TEAM. .

To the Edilor of the VoLUNTEER REVIEW.

Sir,—Tho energy displayed by Lisut.-Col.
Skinner in pushing the subscriptions to.
wards defraying the expenses of the pro.
posed team deserve much praise, and I
question if anothor in the Province could bs
found who would have gone to so much
trouble, or met with tho same success,
While being prepared to ronder him every
assistance in my power, 1 cannot but sug.
gest that the mode of selestion is going to
be very expensive to the competitors. For
those not living at the places where the pre.
liminary practice is to take place, wo may
calculate trausport and hotel expenses to
raach $10, and for those who gc to Toronto
for the final test, say $20; ammunition, about
five hundred rounds, $12. I understand
thero are nearly two hundred applicants;
say that one hundred will have to go to the
above expense, which shows a total of $4:200
(four thousand two hundred dollars), to bs
borne by a class of men who in many cases
cannot afford it, and which will perhaps de-.
tor many of the best shots from competing,.
And, furthermore, the raesidents at the
places seleoted for the competitions, will
have considerable advantage over others:
this would suggest the selecting of a range
for the finsl practice, where the fewest num.
ber of marksmen reside.

YWho should represent Ontario on this oc:
casion? is a question of much importanca.
If, as is frequently advanced, one object is
to show Englishmen, as well as other na
tionalities, a fair specimen of Canadians,
which could not but satisfy their minds that
this is a2 most desirable country for the sur
plus population of Europe, and thus make
the money expenditure & good investment,
by drawinga large immigration to eurshores.
If this is ono important object, why not
gelect native born Canadians, Out of the
large number of applicants no doubt a sups-
rior native Canadian team could be selected,
and thus avoid the anomaly of having the
country ropresented by those who, doubt
less feel quite as much interest in our na.
tional improvements, but fail to be tho real
“Simon Pure.” I leave the matter entirely
with Colonel Skinner, being satisfied that ho
will use that judgment and disorsction {cr
whioh his aountrymen ave noted,
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