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tise primary classes ef aur Sunday scheels utiderstisnd, amitted frenith i st of ministers prescrnt, as published
or they wili net undcrstand, they prefer te mistake, se in the INDEPENDENT af iast wcck.
that they cati misreprescnt and deride. Ne mati cf
erdinary intelligence, having an average acquaititance TiiErE is anc paragrapl i n the repart ef the Alten
with Bible truth, ceuld (ail te canclude, upon hearing Church Cauncil pubiîshcd hast wcek, te wviich we
these men spcak, ut teading their wrîtings, that tiîcy wculd cali special attention. It was resolved, on me-
dispiaycd cither lamentable obtuseness or malignant tien of thr Rc4. C. Duf, secended by Rev. H. D.
perversity. Ilwis, "That the Cauncil, hîaving lieard a statement

What de the preneunced Infidels cf aur day want ai tise financiai difficuities ai the Aiton Cengrega-
te take fram us, and what de thcy prepese te give us? tiotiai churcis, cotisider their case such as te warrant
Te take away aur Blible, the liglît that has shene an appeai for aid te Uie Cengregational churches
upen the patis of a thousand gencratiens ; the truths of the Do)minion." WVc very liearîily endorse this
that aur fathers iîeld, and held dearer than hité resolution. It Es ne use nawtryang -e fix thieblaimeef
itself ; that cnabled theni ta bear the triais and ser- tiiis diflicuity an any oi.- indivtcdual in particular,
rews ef their let, tn lîve rnanly lives, te waik abread althaugh ît.ere is liatti dai.'ît thai ivats -vise, prudent
ainid their fclews, and ivin frein theni tise respect counsci and guidance it would net havearisen. Wc
and esteemn which only the hîenest and truc cat i wn ; have te laok at tue facts as thcy are to.day. Tiiese
which has iasucd wcak, delicate, and fragile womcn shcw that thse brethren at Aiten need the beli af the
with sublime endurance, patience and sclf-abncgatian; churches te lift tise burden %vhich nawv presses most
has seeîhed tise suffcrings cf death, and nmade tise grievousiy upon thcm, and whiciî is tampletely par-
dyîng bed a tniumphant everture te an evcrlastîng alyzîng their truc wark. Their building is a superier
Hailelujais. one, and a smail expenditure oniy is necded upon

Fer seciety at large, if wc weuid sec what it te makce it camplete and fuiiy usabie, but there
the Gospel of Jesus Christ has dene, we need but te as a heavy merigage debt and a floating dcbt in
go back te the advent of the Messiais. What was the addition, atid the intercst an these is abserbing
state afthe werld then cemparcd witii what it as new? nearly the whele of their inceme. WVc ask, tiserefare,
IITise Doctrine (of thse Cress) came te a vcry cerrupt for the Alton i-hurcis a prompt and hearty assistance.
warld, and actcd (as we say) lîke a cliarm in changing MNr. J. W. Harrison, thse Secrctary at Alten, wiii ne
Rt. Look inte 'Juvcnalls Satircs,'-untranslateable as daubt gladiy receive any sumns, ar any reccivcd at
they are fer aur purer mnodernears,-and then looek a the lNuEPLNu).Nr1 cffice wiIl bc duly acknow-
tise Church which grcw up in tise warld of whicis they i:diged.______________
affard a sketch."* ere is an argument that cannat
be centravertcd. Personal faith, feeling, and experience OBITUA R Y.
may be snexed at as delusion and fanaticîsm, but the CAP'r. GEORGE NÉLEOD.
effect af tise Gospel ai Christ upan the werid is ane oiDf ae ilberrebrdh nal I ai
the hardcst of facts. lit feund the werld, civilîzed, Dcae ilb eebrdb eryalCn
polishcd; Sstisetcally,highlydcveloped; but a seîhing gregatianai werkers in Neya Scotia and iNew Bruns-
mass of vice and corruption, permeatcd by lewdness wick, as. ane ai the rnest zeaheus and warm-hcarted
and faiscness te its vcry coe-e Compare it naw ; irm- îvrkers in beisalfeof aur deneminatienal pregress in
perlect as wc ail lamnent tisat it is, yet seciety is as the Mar-timc Previnces. He ivas a mati ai active
paradRsc te hell ai tise first years cf or era. Wisat business habits, and fer many years travelled about
isas made the mîgisty change, taught virtue, honesty, the werld as amastercf vessais. Ho carefully breught
truth and charity? Is it nettisa Gospel? Yes, that up a large farnîly, aIl oi whom are meîîîbers of thA
and that alane. The werld neyer saw in tise aiden Blrooklyn Cong-regatienal cisurch, and fallowing tiscir
days sucis large.hearted charity, such practical syrn- lantted father's eamrple, are deeply intcrcsted in
pathy with thse sufférangs ai ethers as it secs te.day. uts gencral weifare. Bath the churcis and ncighbeur.
What bas hegotten it ? Christiatiity. It has aven bond [cel acutcly tise loss'they arc called upen te sus-
stepped in upen the field oi battle, and untul it shahl tain. 'fa within about a weck ai Capt. McLeed's
abelîsb wars and fightings altegether, it has mitigated deatis, which taek place an tise 2eth Marcis, hie was
their borrers ; thse Il'Christian Commission"I during as active as usual in his attention te business. In-
the American rebellian, and tise labeurs ai the IlRedi flamînatian osf tise longs wvas tise cause ai deatis, in thse
Cross I con': in later Eurapean wars tell utistake- seventiets year of isis aga. Ha departed with ceom-
ably cf the spirit of aur religion. A single number ai parative case and with a firin trust in the merits ai
tise London" Christian," witi ts wanderful record ai the Saviaur, who isad been tIse graund af lus boe
dcveted labeur, principally in tisa great metrapelis, is titreugi nearly tise wisole af is lita.
an answcr te aIl thc Infidel bocks ever wrîttan, and aIl REV. SIDNEY S. NIURKLAND.
thse Infidel speeches evar made. "lFacts are stubbarn About tise baginning of Marcis there passed away
things," and it wiil take moea than tise rhcteric, the at Farmville, Va., Rev. Sidney Smnith Murkland, wiso
sticers, and tise ridicule of Cal. Ingersoil and the lika mare than tisirty years aga cccupied a position as
te cenvince a single tisaugbtful mati that thec world Cangregational mînîster at Liverpool, N.S. This
wauld be tise better fer giving up Christianity and was at a tume wisan his influence an beisahf Oi tisa
putting utibelief in its place. What cati InidelitY deneminatien was exercised in a maniner which isas
gîve us? Wisat isas it given us? What isas it done? rcsuited in permanent benefit te aur missiatiary work.
Wisese lot isas it ciseered ? Wisosc sarrews has it During Mr. Murkland's labeur at Liverpool in thc
rnitigated ? Wlîat blessed, ganial influence bas ii. shed years 1848-49, tise laite zealous and benevalent Mrs.
upen a single seul? XVhat is its crecd ? Let its ad- Garham was taken te her rest, and tise callege whicis
vacate reply IlMy creed is ta, bc as happy as 1 cati, bore liser narne was epencd fer Uic training oi Cen-
and to make cverybody eLe hsappy." Why, even tiis gragational mînasters. Bis lîfe and werk after leav-
is borrawed frani Christianity-thc making cf atisers i ng Neva Scotia cati be best expressed frem bis own
hsappy is oe cf tise fruits cf tise Gospel. Dut even werds, which aire extractad fremn a letter wruraen tisree
here it is perverted, it is a gospel af salfisisness. Hap- years aga te Mr. Bornaby, of N. Braekfield, tramn
pincss? yas!1 but ai what kind ? Wisat happiness did Iredeli, U.S., wiscre ise says : IlIt wiil be twentý-
tise Infidels' gad, Tam Paine, sck, and wisat isappi- seven ycars sînce ive Iast visitcd yaur bouse, and met
ness did hae bring ta etiscrs ? Let us then dling te aur watus a number oi frscnds, anid baptizedi yaur twa
trutis, ta tise only source oi truc isappiness for aur- children. Wc isad an interesting meeting ; read Gen.
selves and blcssings fer otisers, anid wisile we treat xvii. and différent parts cf tise New Testament bear-
tisese sceffers with aIl ceurtesy and kindness, let us ing an tise ceveîaant of grace, tise promise of God te
net give place te tiseir teachings--ne, net for a meo- bchaevcrs and tir cildren ; aiso referred te suint
ment_________ passages bearing en tise mode cf baptism. Werc 1

te, relate ail tisat has befallan us during tisese twanty-
ALTON CHIURCH COUNCI.-By seme aversigist seven ycars it weuld fill a small volume. Suffice it ta

tise name ci tise Ret'. E. D. Silcex, or Steufville, was say tisat 'gaadness andI mercy have follewed us aIl

A*Rev. J. F. Stevenseon, i IlCanadian blentliy I for thea days,' etc. We came ta this place in tise first
April. year of tise war, and have rcrnained itere ever since.

13y the 4th cf February ncxt 1 shalh have finishcd my
thrcc*score ycars and ten. As 1 fcel the infirniities
cf aid agc coming on, I want te retire froni the active
service of thc pastorate. Whîie 1 have strength left, 1
shall not cense te prcach the blessed Gospel of salva.
tien through jesus Christ. We resid-2d two years in
Ietcrsburgh, and tcn in Richmnond, Virginia, aise
thrce at Hlampton Sidney College; acted as cvange.
iist and suppiicd vacant churches. Our twe sens
wcre students at Sidney Ceilege. Wc wcrc cailed te
the pautarate af Bcthany Church in Oct. 1861, where
ive actcd as such four ycars; then resigned te labeur
arnang the long lcgiected celoured peple at the clese
af the war. You rnay bc aware that 1 was a mission-
ary among that class in Denierara fer more titan cen
years in cenncctien with the London Missionary
Society, and 1 have always feit a decep interest in that
pear ncglcctcd ciass. During the tirne of slavery we
durst net tcach thcmn te read Ged's Hoiy Word; but
as sean as siavery was at an end, 1 knew that these
bad iaws were at an end tao. Se 1 began in z865 te
instruct thern. We werc much eppascd fer some tirne,
and 1 rzîight say persecuted ; but tihe more we were
peuticed upen, the mare the Lerd smiied. We went
on in this geed werk, but did net ergani:e a church
ameng themn until 1866. The first church, censisting
cf twenty-three rnembtrs, was erganized at cur front
perch, and the celeured eiders and deacons were er-
dained. The samne day the first Presbytery cf col.
eured eflicers was aise erganized at aur heuse by
ether ten ministers whe had united with me in the
werk. There wcre ne Cengregatienalists sauth cf
the Poteomac when we carne te reside in the seuth.
New in ten years wc have 128 coleured churches
arnang that leng despised and neglected race. Truly
rny last days have been the most useful and happiest.
Thanks to Ged fer His grace that heiped me te de
what 1 have dene. 1 arn an unpreiitable servant,
and have net donc the haif that 1 sheuld have donc.
Net unte me but unte Jesus be ail the glory.» A
Richmond, Va., paper says cf him . lHe was a man
cf extraardinary vigeur cf mind and body, and this hae
effered up without reservatien te the service cf tie
Master ; whether amid the busy activities -if our
western lueé, or as rninisterîng te the crippiled and im-
poerished churches of otr Seuthern Sti.t..s; alike
upan the icy ceasts of British America ar.- bcneath
the burning suris cf the tnrrid zone."

ALEXANDER MUNR.-If any one can supply nie
with informatien cencerning a minister ef the abeve
naine, who labeured as a missienary af our body, and
whe leit Scetiand fer IlUpper Canada six or seven
ycars age," a faveur wili be cenferred.

Mo,:t-eaZ 71h Apil rYSo. HENRV WILKES.

A%ýXyorrespondence.
TO CORRESPONDENTS.

WVnte a,. briefly as possibieourspace is lirmited-on one side of the
papcr on1iy.

Trhe Edstor is flot responsihie for the opinions expressed by corres-
pondents.

REV W. F. CLARKE ANVD COL. INGERSOLL.
To the Editor of tho CA%*AtitA iNDEENOSENT.

DEAR SIR,-I set by Lhc Toranto papers that Rev.
W. F. Clarke lias iectored in the Royai Opera Heuse,
an the " Beauties and Blunders cf Ingersoll."

We have yct ta learn that there are beauties in in-
fidehty. rhe whole system, from beginning te end,
is cerrupt, debasing and demcralizing. It is a reli-
gion of inud. That Ingersoll has Ilblundered " ne
anc will for a moment daubt. Thase whe heard him,
pranauince him bitter and bad, or, as zhc IlTelegrani"
styles iiim, "a shalew-pated biasphemer'" But the
questien arises, haz net Mr. Clarke "blundered ?"
What gead will resuit freni a lecture an the above-
naned subjcî? Would net Mfr. Clarke have served te
cause cf Christ better by staying at homne? What is
thse use ef arguing with a mani who uses ne arguments;
enly blaspheniaus utterances ? I t is enly the " feol I
who says'neGod.' And why discuss such asubject
with a Il feel PI

It was ndccssary in the days cf Paul te spcak te, thse


