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DESTRUCTI1ON OF 7ERUSALEM.

The Roman governors of Judea and Saniaria be-
came so oppressive that the Jews broke out in rebel-
lion, and, scventy *years aller Christ, jerusaiem was
finally besieged by Titus, afterwards Emiperor of
Romie. No tragcdy an the stage hs the saine sccnes
of terror as are te ho found in the history of this siege.
Tht city itieif was refit by factions at the deadliest
war witis tacli other; ail ihe eltînents of civil hatrcd
had broken loite; the streets were slipptry with tht
biood of citizens; brothers slew brothers ; the grana-
ries vert set on fire; famne wasted thase whom tht
sward did flot slay. In the midst of these civil mas.
sacres the Roman armies appeared before the waiha cf
Jeruisaleni. Then for a short time the rival factions
united against the common foe; they wert again tise
galhitnt countrynien of David and Joshua; thcy sallied
forth and scaîtered thet agles cf Rome. But triumph
was brief; thse fcrocily of the ill.fated Jews sonr wasted
itself on ecd other, and Titus marcised on; encampeil
bis armies close by the watts; and from the adjacent
heights thse Roman general gazed with ave upon the
strtngth and splendour of tise city cf Jeisovais. At a
distance the whole temple iooked like a mount cf
snow frettedl with golden pinnacles. But, alas I tise
veil of that temple bail yeaxs befare beta refit asunder
by an inexpiable crime, and tht Lord of hasts did flot
fight for lîrati. But tise enemy is thundcning at the
wails. AU around thse city arose immense machines
froni which Titus potared down mighty fragments cf
rock and shavers of fire. Tht walls gave way, tise
city vas entered, thse temple itself vas stonmed; false
prophets rais tisrough thse streets; even nature itself
perished, and mathers devoured their infants; evc ry
îuragéof despair compietes tise ghastly picture of the
faUl of Jerusaiern. And nov the temple vas set on
firci, tme ' ews rushing through the flames to perisis in
its ruina. It vas a cati sumimer night, tise salis cf
Aust. Tht whole bill on whîch stood tht temple
vas onte gigantic: blaze of fine; thse roofs of cedar
crashed., tht golden pinnacles of the dame were like
spiikes of crinison flame. Through tht lurid atmos-
phere ail was carnage and slaugister. Tht echots of
shrieks and yells rang back from thse bill cf Zion and
the Mount cf Olives. Amongst tht smoking ruis,
and aver piles af tht dead, Titus planted tht standard
cf Rome.

A SOCIAL NUISANVCE.

intelligent opposition to tabacca.using is manifest-
ing itself in some unexptcted quarters. In Germany,
vistre smoking bas been a national charactcristic, tise
police in several of the cihies have been înstructed 10
stop ait smoking by boys unde.r sixteen yczars of age
This action is bastd on the testimony of thse medical
facuiîy, that tobacco-using is so injurious te tht htaith
as to impair the flîness ai boys and youth for tht
miiitary service, in whicb, in Germanyail young men
muat bear a part. In England, Dr. Drysdale, a dis-
tinguished London physician, has-in a letter to "The
Timnes»-denounced tcbacco-smoking as "ldeleteriaus
to health and vitality,» and as tht cause of various
disorders which he points out. Other medical men cf
London have fully confirmed Dr. Drysdales view of
this habit and ils influence <"The Ties" itself has
been movtd to a leading editorial on tht subject, coin-
menting particularly on Ilthe selflshaess and general
want. of coosideration for others which smoking ta-
genders." Tht "Christian World " of London, in
mentioniag these facts, declares: 4<Whatcver value
maay be attachtd te tht medical opinions vo have re-
ftutti te, ail must admit that the smoker is a social
nuisance. In this country, tht ministerial associa-
tions and church conferences of various denominations
are beginning to taice action on tht subject, andi somne
of thenu nov refuse te receive to their membtrship
any young clergyman who uses tobacco. Many ai
the religious papers, North-and South, including saint
ina the more prominent tabacco-growing rugions, are
spueking eut with uni&itakeable positiveness agamast
tbe une of tobacco in any forai. The t kIaterlorl..an

einently-conaervative papSe-puts tht case strongly
wMa it up : W. bave-no doubt that the number of

yeans of humit lufe lost by thse use cf tobacco Ia greater
than tise ntîrber cf years of hufe bast by tise drinking cf
aicoholic iquors;"1 and again, cf thse habit cf tobacco-
using: Il is a great misfortune, cvery vay, for a
ycung mnis to cantract tise habit. Ht stands nine
chances out cf ton te have bis hîfé shortcned by it, andi
ton chances cut of len to have bis usefuhncss impaired.»
A great many excehlent men stil use tobacco ; but we
believe that tisere is not ont among îhem ail visose
influence for good is flot in sanie nîtasure hcsstned by
this indulgence. W. believe, marcover, tisat the best
mien -tise clearest-hseadcd and tise purest-heartcd of
these tobacco-users are coming ta recagnuze this trutis,
and are one~ by one abandcning tiscir viciaus habit for
thse glory ai God and tht gaod cf their fellaws.

tVHA 7' MAXES WEAL TIf.

Tht Rev. Dr. R. 1). Hitchcock says" Suppose no
muscle is put into the land; fia sveat moisîcns it ; it
gots back snto its original wildness, and that vhici
Iormnerhy supporteti ane hîundred civiliacti men affords
support for anc savage. Tht value which landi passesses
bas been develapeti by labour. Have yau cansidereti
boy short-hiveti tisat valuse is ? Craps lasts no more
than a ycar. Railways, so saan as you etop work upon
their, go te picces rapidly and cease ta be vahuable.
Hauses have te bu made over canstantly. St. Peter's
Churcli, at Rome, anc ai tise mast saiid of structures,
is repaired annualiy aI a cost ai $3oooo. A great
part of tise weah of tise warhd is oniy tvelve monîha
oid ; when men stop vorking il passes away. Susp-
pose you earn $1.25 a day and spenti tise samne; at
tise end of tht year yau are na butter off than aI
tht bcgînnîng. Voit have only liveti. Suppose you
spenti $i, or, better stili, 85*cents; thon you have
becomne a capitlist. Capital is vages saved, and
every man can became a capitalist. 1 began ta
preach aI $550 a year; V've been there, andi I know
visat it is. My raie was then, and bas been ever
since, te byve witisin my income; 50 il vaulti have
been, no malter what my business. Spend less than
you tamn; then yau viii acquire capital, andi your
capital wilh bc as gooti as that af Peter Cooper or
any other mati.

MR. D. L McODY spent tht past vinler in Blalti-
mare, whither lie went vils the expressed intention et
devoting most af bis lime, not t0 prtaching, but ta
sîudy prtparatory ta future work. His object in
choosing that ciîy was te benefit the healh of bis son.
But Mr. Moady is ont ai those men who cannot ste
work lying round undane visite lic can by any passi-
bility overtake il. So on thse very first Sabbath he
spent in Baltimore, he preacheti in thse l>enitcntiary te
an audience of aine hundreti sen, and he bas kept up
that service ever since. Andi fot only sa, but from
that lime he bas preacheti evcry day except Saturday
and Monday, often thrte and somelimes four limes in
eacis day, neanly every sermon being foioveti by an
enquiry meeting under is cwn personal direction
This is not. the worst sort of preparatiasi for future
work-that is if tht vorker's strength hoids out-but
visere is tht tinie for sîudy?

A LrT7ER to tht N.Y. "lObserver" frcni Bahlmore
tells ofia lady visa had beta skeptical, but who brad
received ligisI by means ai Mr. Moody's preacbing.
S-he and ber busbanti bail reati Tyndall and Huxley
andi otlier infidel books, and had refused ta believe
thse Scriptures, but nov site is a full believer in thse
Nord af God -and happy in a real Christian expert-
tact Now, M<r. Moody is particularty fret [rom thse
fault ai preacbing Ilscience Hebeldsup tht cross;
he tells sinners they must ho saveti by tise blood. In
anoîher churcin l tht saine ciîy, a brilliant minister
delivers elegant disceurses, andi "unanswerable"» anti,
in refuîing tht calumaies andi sophisîries of tht philo.
sophers, but tisert is chilliness rather than fervour
among bis people vise admire tht orator more tisai
they Aiti bis truth. it is preaching: Jesus, simply,
eamnestiy, afftctionateiy, plaialy, fully, that brings men
te tht &cdmovledgnieii of theon is anti secus AEw
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
1.38MON XXV.
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GOLtIKN' Tax,.-", And they shall be mine, ath the
Lord of botae, in that day when 1 m&che up my
Jewels."l-bal. ii. 17.

HObtE STUDIRS.

M. Mal. ii. 83s88........Consecratcd to God.
T. Rom. xii. 1.25 .... A living sacrifice.

W. h-i iv. 1.32 ......... The new min.
lai PsI. iii. 7.17......."-: Ail things Ions."

F. M'ill. iv. 1.23 ....... .. " Be carefai for nothing."
S. Hieb. x. 14.25 .......... Sprlnkled from an evit con.

science.
S. i Tises. v. 1-28 . ". lBlameloiss " unto Chrlut'u

comlng.
11ELI'5 TO STUI>V.

Ont isundred years have passed since tise tErne of our fast
tenon. Tihe captlvity purged away jdolatry and inany of
the other evils. But îsew evils have arisen. Selfish world.
liness oppîtessedl the pour and withheld the offerings of Gad.
Miserabie formaiity and ritu'.fl:sm degraded the worahip of
Jchovah. Sensual scepticlsui questioned the retlity of the
Divine utteranees and tise advantage ofserving God. Malachi
tebukes the biind formalitits and unhelief of the people, and
exhorta thora ta returfi ta God, white lie comforts tisose visa,
in the inidst of the degeneracy and wickedness around thern,
hieid fast their ho)alty and failli.

1. Tîru- Cubtsx 0F RoiUiCiRY-VCIs. 8, 9, 13.15.
Tise prophct in is graphie way repents; the comnmusn talk

of Jerulem. ile holds up before tliem tihe wretrhed mur.
murs, the atout, ix>astfu1 words which thest uasgodly men
bassdied ta and fro, tu shanse them if possible, and-iead them
to repentance. The prophecy is fuil ofa these utteraics
Compare chap. i. 2, 6, 7, 12, 13 ; il. 14, 17.

Tise prophet arpeals ta their conscience-Wi1i a man rob
God?He îs oliowing sp his previaus appeal-ver. 7.
Return unto me, God graciously pleads. Tise oniy re.
sponse was a sehf.sufficient assertion of tiseir own tighteous-
ness-Whereln uhaUl we return? %Ve have neyer wandered.
WVe have no sin ta, repent of. Asnd yet, God says, ye have
robbed me, your Friend and Benefacto-cblap. i, 6. la
tithes-Lev.. xxvii. 30.33; Deut. xiv. 28, 29; and offer-
ingu«-Deut. xviii. 4 ; Neis. xiii. 10, 12.

We can deftud God af what la due ta Ilim. It is hard
tu malle mcn sec visen they have donc wrong ta, ont an.
other ; but it is even harder ta, siaie them sec visen thcy
hsave wronged God. God lis a dlaim on us for thse support
of His Churcis. WVhat have we, which we dld not receive ?
WVhen we refuse to cantribute ta works of love, and to Go&ls
boause, we arc robbing God. Those visa refuse ta, give are
curaed. Ail robbing of God, visether it be of tîne (Sab.
bath bresking), or of visat is duc for thse sss1sport of religion,
tensds ta immorality, poverty, and rini. 1 hio Moy la warn
out, character deteriorates, and tenspoarlly as weil as etern-
ally ve receive the wages of unrighteousness, we incur lois.
Wisaî poor econooey thien ss il ta stint aur offerings? Those
visa do flot give shall nat have. Even framn what tise un-
godly -an lias, lie gets no real gaod, fia happinessa; su that
a littie tisaI a *ghteu man isas la botter lisan thse riches of
many wicked->a. xxxiv. 9, 1a; Mat. vi. 33. Tht toit af
tise wicked is vain-Deut. xxviii. 39 ; H-cl. iv. 10 ; Micais.
vi. 14 ; Hag. i. 6, 11.

Not only vere tlicy worldiy ansd covetous, but the prophect
discerna thse root of it ail in a spirit cf practical atheuan.
Your words have been atout, bold, presumpîiuaus,
againht me, saith thse Lard. But their hauglity, flippant
anaver la, What have we spoken so much aat
thet ?-Ex. v. 2. They plead it la vain to serve God,
tisat there is no profit in keeping His ardinances, ansd in
their walli-ing mournfully, thisl their outward show of
pcnitence and humiliation-job xxi. 15 ; Zeph. i. 12. They
set up iale standards of rigist and gaod, calling the proud
happy. And thcy strecgthen themstives in evil b y pointing
out thase who lived in sin, ansd worldlinesa, ana yet ap.
peared ta, prospcr.

Tht wiclced, they say, are net up, advanced ta
honour; and they that tempt God, live in open de.
fiance, are delivered frani trautle, do flot steem ta ssii.
fer. Now it la plain what la at tise raot of ail tbis. Tisey
do not iusuw what religion is. They thussk the service
of God is a grievous bondage. WViat thcy do they
think a necessary evil. They do it as a malter af
dssty, they hardiy know why ; or from fear, ta escape hei,
ta silence conscsence. Thcy say visat mare cIud bu cx.
pectcd of us., and aller &Il, visaI good cossld we get by it. Wisat
return doa God nalle ta, us? They are so far rigse; nitre
formai conipulsory service dots flot pay. They are alto.
gether vrong; for God's service la perfect freedo.

IL Tisa BLESSINGOF CONSEcAION-Vers 10-12.
lte la tht resnedy for y aur trouble, thse prophet de-

clares-Bring ail your tithes. Do Dot wait for botter
limâes. Donot sayve are toc poor. TisefinIstat mtut bu
ont cf justice taward God whom they have robbed. Provo
me; God iu wiUling and anxioua tisati mc should put His
promises ta thetlest. fie la willing to bu judgtd by thetre-
zults. Now, Ht says. His love, His desire for aur gond
la peremptory and vehiement. He pramises a grestEIBua-
lat, one wblCh there sisal flot bu rooni enough t0 rective.
ne dm. mot lisait Ri sfia ls by oun m»de, muau s th*«s


