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their first bags bciug turned uut z5 years ago and sold
tui the old Hlamilton dry goods boisse of D. NlclnllL" &
Coi. But jute soon killed off tlîc lineai bag ttadu of
Ca nada.

Tiu Pproposed trcaty of reciprocity bet wecu Canada
.and the Cape, if carefully framied, tvill mnark an inmport-
arit step iiiftie Federation of the various peoiples that
compose the British Empire. In articles written for
the Mlonelary Timecs fificen years ago, and in subseqatent
articles in this journal, tlie writeç showed the import.
ancg of developin- direct trade between thas Doininion
and South Airica, and showed how, coîurnercially
speakang, the t.wo countries tvere couinterparts of cac i
other. The writer's idea then was that a steamnship
fine froan St. Jo>hn or Halifax and Montreat to the Cape,
perliaps via sorte South American port, sliould bc sub.
sidazed to promote this direct trade, but tie Hon. Mr.
Rhuodes goes at the question muore directly by lits free
trade treaty, wliîch wouild so stimulate trade tlîat tht-re
would be no need of steaniship subsidies. Steamshap
owners are only too glad to puit their boats in any chan-
nel that wvill gave plenty of freiglit at paying ratesz.
Canada is a large consuimer of Cape wools, wlaîcl at
present have to coine to us eittler via Londoîn or tlîrougli
Boston or New York an bond, wliale the Cape would
puirchase large quantities of otîr ma nutfactutres instead
of getting thern as now frorn the Uniîted States and
otlier countries. As a matter of fact, rnany articles of
Canadian produce or manufacture are now consuied in
Southî Africa, but find thear wvay tlierc rouind about by
English or Amnerican ports. One difficulty raised is
that the treaty hetwcen France and Canada tvall liander
us from negotiating sucli an arrangemenit witlî the Cape.
The London Times is of opinion tlîat tlîe Cape, flot
hein- "la tlîird power " in the ieaning of thec treaty,
will flot lie debarrcd front negotîatîng with us. The
Frenchu goverriment may take a dallèrent v'îew, but if
Canada is obligcd to make a choice between tie two,
let us deal wvîtl the Cape. On the one side the Cape
has more to gain from Canada than fromn France, wiîle
froni the Canadian standpoint, hiowever small tlîe direct
trade may now be, the future holds more for us an South
Africa than in France. iNr.Rhodes'proposition iscîcar,
full and free, and is the only step tlîat can unfetter tlîe
restrictions and impediments tlîat now exast in tlîe
trade and political relations bctween the colonies of tlîc
Empire. Let us join lîands wvitli the Cape.

lx' large cities and t:)wns, in recent years, a grave
danger has threatened the retailer in dry goods and
hkindred spccialties, by the establishment of mamaîîotlî
boeuses w~ho deal in almost everytliing rcquircd for
domestic consumption. Somte of them even ruin res-
taurants, repair boots, shoes and unibrellas, and are, to
use tlîe phrase wvith ýwhiclî they describe themrselves in
London, Iluniversal providers.'- The dry goods dealer
wlîo handles dry goods alone, justly tliunks he kîiows
more of this specialty, and can do botter for bis cus-
tomer tlîan if lie attemptcd to master the dctails of
evcry branch of trade; but to, bis surprise the big

l>a.zali lias iide iînu,îd uul)uin it trade tatil di ) guud,â
anid otîir spcr-i.ilt> dealuib li.tc kLIt at tîteix dut) tu
star t aun agitation ou dtla stillject. A few daýb s .gu .1
public meetinîg wvas field in Toronto on the subject, ait
wvliclî tiiese big stores were denoticcd, and a deiaad
wvas madle tliat tlie Provinicial Parliamient legislate
by taxing cadi departnient in tîtese stores. \Vlîale
we sincerely symipathize with tlîe one-depart.
ment dlealers, wve feel obliged to say, tlicir p)osi-
tion is illo gical, aaid tlîeir clemand cannot be carried
out. \Vllere are tlaey going to da'tlîe line betweeii
the general store of tlîe town or village and tlîe tiver
sal providing estalilisliiiîent of tlie city; and uipou wliat
ride are tliey goiîig to define flic separate dcpartmients
of these places ? There are stores tlîat deal in black
goods only, there are otîters tlîat liandle only baby linen,
otliers dealing iii corsets only, and so on ; so tîtat if
wvlat aîîay 1)0 called tlae general dry goods dealer gets
tlîe benefit of sucli legislation agaanst the big bazaar, tlîe
niaker and handler of baby lineoi lias tlie saine dlaimi
agaiîîst Uic gcneral dry goods retaifer, wfiose business
could legally be split upl isito a dozen <lepar'ýnients. But
suicl legislation would bc fouind to bc unconstitutional
as well as impracticable. Tlîe fact is tlaat tlîe big geai
oral store is au evoltîtion of the frne, and partly also a
fashion of trade, sa to speak. A !ew mon are spe-
cially gifted witlî administrative ability, aaî-I woulcl
ho able to conduct suiccessfully a litige store of
many departicuts, even 'vcre tlîe conditions of trade
against tlîein But apart fronu this, tlîc big departnicnt
store is only .în example of tlîe cousolidating tendencies
of the tirne. As tlîc New York Dry Goods Er-onoinist pits

"t I Great masses of capital are used, to-day, just as
great niasses of mon were once eniployed to propel ships,
buald pyraniids and perforrn work now done by tua-
clininey, aîîd capital is at once the source of life aaîd tlîc
weapon of tlîe departaîuent store. By its possession the
big stock can bc bouglit tip cheap. the factiry can lie
mun and owned by the store, tîte middlemaî's profits ho
savcd, tlîe consumer bc correspondingly bencfitcd, and
a litandrcd other important matters be accoaîplislicd.
Thais tcndency and tlîis power will, wve tliink, suffire to
rnake tlîe department store, at lcast in Uic larger caties,
romain a solid institution for several years to corne."
The dry goods mit neel flot despair, but hy wvorking
on lus otvn fines and obtainisig control of morc capital
lie cant lold bis own. The fact tîtat tîtese big depart-
nuent stores are more successful in one or two special
dcpart monts than as a whole, shows tliat thte prancîple of
the spccaalty store as atot iu danger. l'le retail dry
goods stores of tic future niay bc l.irger and fewer in
ntumber an big caties, but they, wall not bc cxtangumbcid
by tlîe bazaar.

RICK 1SLASD. Que . no%% rejoices in thrc over-all factories the
Standard 'Mfg. Co.* owned by Pike sras. ; thicl Star.'* owncl by
J. B Goodhue. and the Rôick Island. owncd tay Cîlmore 1-!Irczc.uu.
James A. Gilmore has %Io rcccnty startcd a suspcznder f.uctory.
wath vcry good prospects a( succcss and bas nuw% take.,à a partnct,
Benjamin T. Ball. 1:110 the business


