IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

not endure the tossings of one stormy night,
when it _carries us to the shore that we long
for? What cause have we to dread the mes-
senger who brings us to our Father's honso?
Should not our fears about futurity abate,
when we hear God addressing us with respect
to death, as He did the patriarch of old, upon
going to Egypt, “Iear not to go down ta the
srave; I will go down with thee, and will
ring thee up again #”

Secondly, Qur victory over death consists
in our being delivered from the apprehen-
sions of wrath and the forebodings of pun-
ishment, which arise in the mind frony the
consciqusness of sin,

"T'hat there is a God who governs the world,
the patron of righteousness and the avenger
sin, Is so manifest from the light of natwre,
that the belief of it has obtained among all
nations, That it shall be well with the right-

cous, and ill with the wicked; that Gad will .

reward those who diligently seek Iim, and
punish those whe trangress His laws, is the

wall

Principle upon which all religion is founded.

Jut whether mercy be an attribute in the,

Divine nature to such an extent that God
may be rendered prapitious to those who re-
bel against His aythrity and disobey is
commandments, is an enquiry to whiech no
satisfuctory answer can be made, Many of
the Divine attributes are conspicuons {rom
the works of creation; the
dom, and the goodness of

life wide over the system of things, and pro-
viding the means of happiness to all 1fis
creatures, But from na appearances in na-
ture does it clearly follow, that the exercise

of mercy to offenders is part of the plan by
which the universe is governed, From any-

thing that we know from the light of nature,
repentance alone may not be sufficient to pro.

cure the remission of sins; the tears of can-

trition may be unavailable to wash away the
sius of a guilty life, and the Divine favor may
be implored in vain by those wha have he-
come obnoxious to the Divine displeasure.
If in the calm and serene hour of inquiry,
man could find no counsolation {n such
thoughis, how would he be overwhelmed
with horror, when his mind was disordered
with a sense of guilt? When remembrance
brought his former life to view, when reflec-
tion pierced him to the heart, darkness would
spread itself over his mind, Deity would ap-
pear an object of terror, and the spirit,
wounded by remorse, would discern nothing
but an offended Judge, armed with thunders
to punish the gwity. Ifin the duy of health
and  prosperity, these reflections wére so
powoerfui to imbitter life, they would le a
source of agony and despair when the last

houy approached.  When life flows according |

o aur wishes, we may endeavor to conceal
our sins, and shut our ears ears against the
vojgo of conscience, But thuso artifices will

ower, tho wis- .
od, appear in.
creating the world; in superintending that
that world which he has made; in diffusing .
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* avail little at the hour of death. ‘T'hon things
appear in their true colors, Then conseience
tells the truth, and the mask is taken off
from the wan, when our sina at that moment
pass before ys in review, Guilty and polluted
as we are, covered with confusion, how shall
we appear at the judgment.seat of God, and
answer at the har of eternal justice? Mow
shall dust and sshes stand in the presence of
" that uncreated glory, before which principal-
ities haw down, tremble, and adore? Iow
shall guilty and self-condemned creatures ap-
pear before 1fim, in whose sight the heavens
are not _clean, and who ohargeth the angels
with folly? This is the sting of death. It
is guilt that sharpens the spear of the king ot
torrors.  But even in this way we have vie-
tory over death, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, By Ilis death upon the cross, an
atonement was made for the sins of men.
T'he wrath of God was averted from the
world, A great plan of reconciliation is now
unfolded in the Gospel. Under the banner
of the oross, pardan is proclaimed to return-
ing penitents. 'They who accept the offers af
meroy, and who fly for refuge to the hope set
Lefore them, are taken into favor; their sins
ave fargiven, and their names are written in
the hook of lifs, Qver them death has no
wower, The king of terrors is tranformed
, into an angel of peace, to waft them to their
native country, where they long to le,

‘This, O Christian! the death of thy Re.
decmer, is thy strong consolation ; thy effec-
tual remedy against the fear of death.  What
evil can come nigh to him for whom Jesus
died® Yloes tho law which thou hast broken
" denounce vengeance against thee? Behold
that law fulfilled in the meritorious life of thy
Redeemer.  1oes the sentenco of wrath
wronaunced against the posterity of Adam
sound in thine ears? Behold that sentence

blotted out, that Aandwritiug, as the Apostle
"calls it, cancelled, nailed to thy Saviour's
"eross, und loft there as a trophy of His vie-
tory, Art thou afraid that the ery of thy of-
 fonces hath may rise to heaven, and reach
the ears of justice? 'There is no place for it
, there; in room of it nseends the voice ol thei
. blaod which speaketh hetter things than the
blood of Abel. 1oes the enemy of mankind
accuse thee at the judgment seat? e ix
yut ta silence by thy Advocate and Interoessor
at the right hand of thy Father. Does death
appear to thee in a form of terror, and hold
out his sting to alarm thy mind? Iis terror
is romoved, and his stinz was pulled aut by
that hand, which, on Mount Culvary, wax
fixed to the aceursed tree. Art thou afraild
that the arrows of Divine wrath which smito
the guilty, are aimed at thy head? Belore
they ocan touch thee, they must piorce thar
{ body, which, in the symbols of Ikvine ins iy
tution, was this day held forth erucified
among You, and which at the right hand of
the Majesty in the heavens, is torever pro.
sentod in bohalf of the vedeemed, Well then




